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trouble, with many of the treasures ,he has so long 
T slighted. 

1 Sir William Jones remarks, in his “Preface” to 
a few translations: — “If the novelty of the foUow- 
ing poems should recommend them to the favour 
of the reader, it may, probably, be Agreeable to 
him to know that there are many others of equal 
or superior merit which have nc^TT ay>peaTed in 
any language of Europe; and Tam }>ersnaded that 
a writer acquainted with the originals might imitate 
^ them very happily in his native tongne, and that 
thi' ; :l/lie- would not be displeased to see the ^ 
genuine cf'inpositions of Arabia and Persia in an 
English dress.” 

; Since the period when the accomjdislied ( )rion- 
T* talist wrote ^his, many translations in Freneh, 
German, and English have appeared, “hut most 4 
frequently in prose; so that the ground may he 
^ • considered untrodden by all hut learned feet, and - « 
still as mysterious as the fahled gfirdens of Irem to .. 
the general reader. The beautiful specimens given 
to the world, from time to time, by Mr. Forhes 
Falconer, in “The Asiatic Journal,” are almost 
alone, and appear but too rarely. 

T The late lamented Sir Gore Ouscley, at the 4 
* I » time of his death, was jireparing a work for tlie a , ♦ 
press on Persian literature, which the Asiatic 
Y Society is now printing; I have been allcnved, by y 
P’ the courtesy of that society, to whom I am deeply j 
A indebted, to see the MS., and had I done so pre- ^ 
i viously to this work being ready for publication, I ^ 
*^1/ * should have felt my own attempj unnecessary : the * ^ 
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, accomplislied author has not, however, given lyrical 
, y specimens of the poets in English. T 

“ The mine of Persian literature,” observes an 
elegant writer, ‘‘contaius every substance, from the i 
»T* dazzling diamond to the useful granite, and its^T* 
materials may he employed with equal success to ^ 
build castles in the air or upon earth.” " 

Poetry has ever been, and is still, held in the 
greatest veneration in the East, and its admirers 
include almost tlie whole po])ulatiorx; respect suid 
i esteem attend on the aspirant for poetic fame, and ^ 

■ even the smallest s])ark of genius is hailed with ^ ^ 
delight. The power and effect of the art are so ^ 
much appreciated by the Arabs, that they have y 
given it the name of ‘‘legitimate magic;” and ‘‘to 
string pearls,” cx})ress(^s, in their figurative Ian- y 
guage, to compose verses. ^ 

Many Eastern anecdotes arc related of the early 
dawn of poetry in the youthful mind, and the*^v 
•? admiration its appearaiK'e excited; amongst others, ^ 
the following is charact(M’isti(‘: — The celebrated 
Abdcrrahman, son of Hissan, liaving, when a chiJd, 
been stung by a wasp, the insect being one he did 
not recognize, he ran to his father, crying out — 

T “That he had been wounded by a creature spotted ^ 

^ wdth yellow and white, like the })()rder of his vest.”* j* 
On hearing these words uttered in a measure of 
y Arabifoi verso, as elegant as natural, Hissan be- y 
^ came aware of his son’s genius for poetry. ^ 

The first rhythmical composition in the Persian ^ 
t T * language is recorded to have been the production f 
, of Bihram Goar, a prince who lived in the fifth ^ 
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century, a.d. The occasion of his becoming a poet 
was this: — He was tenderly attached to a female y 
slave, named Dilartlm, who generally attended | 
him in all his parties of pleasure. One day the 
prince encountered a lion when in the cc'mpany of ^ 

^ his favourite, seized him, after a struggle, fry the * ^ 
^ ears, and, holding him captive in this manner for 
some time, in spite of the animal's efEorts to free 
himself, exultingly exclaimed, in sounding verse, — 

“ 1 am as the raging elephant, 1 am as an active 
imd mighty lion!” Dilaram, being accustomed to 
f In vvhatever the king said in the' same strain ^ 

as her royal lover, addressed him exte>7j>ore with a 4 * 
fine c(^mpliment, in which, punning on his name 
and that of his father, she compared him to a 
“lofty mountain.” 

Bihram, being struck with the cadence and jin- 
gle of these accidental verses, pointed out their 
beauties to the learned men of his (‘ourt, and,, 
desired them to produce something in imiUition. ^ 
^ This they accordingly attempted, but without ever 
exceeding a single distich in any of their com- 
positit>ns. 

Several other origins are given by the Persians 
I to their earliest j)oetry, but, except occasional lines ^ 
more beautiful to the ear than the mind, there is 
* 1 * little known before the t«nth century of the 

Christian era. 
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The first poem, expressing sentiment, to be met 
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“ Why should the antelope, as once of yon*. 
Bound o'er the plain, as swiftly as bet ore? 
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ikiaal why should his boasted speed be tried, 
To quit the sppt where those he loTes abide?*' 
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Bigotry and , ignorance combined to prevent tlie 
growth of poetry in Persiu, as well as in most otlior 
^ countries. It is related of one of their ])rijic‘ea 
that on a manuscript being shown him, containing 
a poetical history of tlie loves of Wamik and 
, Asrah, he exclaimed, that the koran was tlio only 
' book he desired his subjects to read, and com- 
manded it to be burnt, togctlier with any others 
^ found in bis dominions. Arabic continued long to 
be the court language, used in all trsinsfK'tions of 
state, the native Persian being tlionglit ])}irbarons 

Y and impolite, in the same manner as in early linu's 

the French superseded the native Fnglish iij our 
own country. Ferdiisi was tlie (’bancor of Persia, 
but there were a fmv others, as witli us, wlio had 
already struggled to break the way for the great 
poet. . 

In poetical composition tliere is mn(*h art. used 
by Eastern wTiters, and the arrangement of their 
language is a work of groat rare: numerous are 
the rules hy which llicy must guide themselves in 
their verses; as, for instance, the u/*t, whicli in 
Arabic signifies setting jeirels^ ])y ^\llic]] words are 
selected which bear a similarity in sound: of this 
custom, varied in a number of ways, and all consi- 
dered to possess great merit in a skilful hand, we 
have, in the ])oetry of the troubadours and early 
French and English writers, many examples: in 
translation this would appear little better than a 
string of puns. 
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One favourite measure is called Suja, literally 
the cooing of doi'es^ and it frequently ends a poem; 
the letters must he ecjual or the same, and the 
rhyme ai^reohii?: the wSame icord must sometimes 
appear in different ])Mrt.s of the distich some- 
times an anagram must he made; sometimes the 
sentence must he cu])a]3le of being read backwards 
and forwards. To attem]U examples of these 
punning conceits would he useless and little desir- 
able; of course, in the original langiiagm alone 
could they be understood. The following is one of 
the OcO’iest: — 

• Th(‘y call me madman— it ’tis so, 

Hind with th> locks that softly flow 
Tht‘ midmayi, that at least he be 
Held in thy cha...s and slave to thee." 
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The poetical com]K)sitions of the Persians are 
of several kinds. The Gazcl, or Ode, literally 
si g I lilies taking delight in the society of the fair 
sex, and is used technically for several cou})leta 
eom]>()sed in one measure. As a general rule, the 
Gazol should not contain more than twelve dis- 
tichs, though some ])ocls have m’catly exceeded 
this length. The usual suhjccis of the Gazcls 
are beauty, love, or friendship; l)ut frequently 
they are employed to set h ^'th the praises of 
wine, and many treat <»f the mysteries of the 
Sufis. The poet generally introduces his name 
in the last couplet. 

The Kassideh, or Idyl, resembles the Gazel, ex- 
cept that it has more distichs. It may consist of 
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i either praise or satire, morality or other sub- 

Y jects. The Persians do not extend the len^h ^ 

^ r beyond one hundred and twenty distichs; but the 

, Arabians sometimes make it exceed five hundred. 

The Tushbib signifies a representation of the 
■ season of youth and beauty, descriptions f>f love, ^ 

* praise, or a relation of circumstances 

The Mesnavi is called wedded^ its rhymes and 
measure being even, and each distich having <hV 
; tinct endings. 

^ The other measures are less common, or, nt 
least, their ex])lanation is less required, ms tlujir ^ 
i ^ peculiarities could scjircely be made sensi])le to * 
the reader of an English translation. y 

T “When Niebuhr and his scientific companions,” 

-b remarks a ^VTiter on eastern literature, “set out on 
^ their travels to the east, they were instructed by ^ 
their patron, the King of Denmark, to have nothing 
^ to do with poeirg: but he might as ^^ell have shut * 
^ the book of knowledge from tlicni at (Mice: for tin; a. 

* fact -is, that in the x\ral)ic, as well as Persian lan- 
guage, not only books of ]Kdite literature, but his- 
tories without number, and all manner of treatises/ 

. on science, are recorded in verse.” 

^ Physics, mathematics, and ethics; medicine, ^ 
J' natural history, astronomy, and grammar, and even *. 
f ' rookery^ all lend themselves to verse in the ejtst. T 

Y Amongst the most famous works <»f this kind, is % 
the Kitab Alaghani, or Book of Songs, by Abn’l — ^ 
faraj Ali Ben Hassayn Ben Mahomed Korashi ^ 

^ isfahani. who was b(trn in the year of the Hegira j 
284. lie was brought up at Bagdad, was deeply * 
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* learned in the history of the Arabs, and in all f 


Y other knowledge, and took his place with the must 
I distinguished men of his time. He devoted fifty 
^ T7-f»nrfl ff\ flin »n of this, his Celebrated 
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years to the composition of this, 
y work, and died in iJoG, having lost his reason 
^ some time previous to his deatii. 

The Kitiili Alughani is an important biographi- 
cal work, jiotwithstanding its title, treating of 
grammar, history, and science, as well as poetry. 

The work was unknown in France till it was 
discovered in the expedition to Egypt, and brought 
home by M. Raige. The manuscript he procured 
" j 'h ill the Royal Library; it consists of four 

folio volumes. M. Von Hammer is in possession 
y of a cf)py. The basis is a collection of one hundred 
^ songs made for the C’uliph Raschid: the airs are 
given, wit commentaries and y)arallels. It may I 
answer, in some respects, to our ‘Percy’s Relics.* ^ 
Hut it is with subjects purely poetical and ima- 
gi:r\tive that the present Avork has to do. \ 

* Who is there that is not familiar with those ^ 
beautiful verses of Sir William Jones, translated 
from Hafiz/ 

'• Sweet maid, if tliou would^t chunn my ■^iplit,” &c. 

^ This learned man and elegant and accomplished T 
^jj'^poet once, as he informs us, proposed making a 
collection of Persian poetiy, and giving it an 
Y English dress; if he liad fortunately done so and Y 
rendered the ideas as finely as he has done in the 
' above poem, he would have made a valuable pre- , 
sent to his country, for none could have executed 
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y the task so well; but his labours and avocations 
w were too many and too various to admit of his per- 
cjc forming the task he desired. No one, sinoe his 
A time, has attempted it, although numerous poems 
: have been, from time to time, presented to the 
♦ N English reader; and Ferdiisi and Sadi, in par- 
^ ticular, have found their translators in learned and 
industrious scholars. 

/ Atkinson, Ch^ze, and Von Hammer have in 
; Engliuid, Prance, and Germany done much to- 
wards rendering the areitest. Persian poets known; 
but a leas learned hand may perhaps succeed in 
making them more familiar, and, by collecting a 
great number of poets together, en table the reader 
Y" to judge and compare at his leisure, not that it 
I would be possible to offer specimens of one quarter 
I of the nwriad poets ^of Persia! 

A So great has been my own delight and enthusiasm 
on the subject for many years, that I cannot help 
hoping that others may feel equally interested w’ith 
myself, and hajqn' to have found a new source of 
admiration of the graceful and beautiful. 

T scarcely dare address a word to the oriental 
scholar in extenuation of my attempt to render his 
darling p{H3ts into my northern tongue: J only 
trust he will forinve the boldness for the sake of 
the devotion, and, instead <>f being seA’ere, will at 
once excuse the cxec>iti<»n; considering only the 
motive, which is to make “familiar in the mouth 
as household words” those unknown and unsought 
treasures, which he akuie is capable of prizing U> 
their full value. 
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To the Orientalist Ls known the extreme diffi- 
culty of conveying in any Eurojjcan tongue the y 
exact meaning of the poet: the Germans have ^ 
perhaps succeeded best in consequence of the con- ^ 
struction of their language; but mere words alone ^ 
in Persnm sometimes express so. much that the * * 
translator finds all his efforts unavailing to render 
them of the same force. F(»r instance, the Per- 
sians have words and names w^hich at (me view 
exhilnt many qualities without more explanation, 
and ^vliich throw a charm over tlieir songs, impos- 
.sible to reach. 

Sp ^ words as ex])ress yf trwzju^ -roses ^ emerald- 
lni(\ roxe-i'heeke(L rof^t -lip]pe(L josonne-scentedy 
save tli<> ])oet infinite trouble, but are a gTeat f 
(•h^l'iclc tt» tlie translator. Perhaps it 1*= the very 
circ'iimstancc < 0 ' end(Niv<*uring to render t]ies(‘ ideas i 
correctly which has cram))ed all ^\ ho have tried to 
give Acrsions <»f tin' Persian jmet*^. so that alm(>st ^ 
the "‘-le, exception^ are the fcwjK>em? given by JSir 
William Join's, in a manner unrivalled boih for 
trutli and sAV(H‘tnes^. 

Ferdiisi's “ Sludi-Namab,” tlie great K})ic. in an 
Kuglisli garb, inspires a^ little admiration, as a 
wliolc, as anv of the tran^lat(»r‘^ ui the Lusiad do .. 
to ail English reader: lVofi»or ( heze's 
and Leila,” eU^gaiit and interesting as tlie trails- 
hit ion is, is v(*t somewhat tedious from its very 
correctness, and Sadi’s liin» puems, tlie **Ib><t»m” ^ 

ainl tlie “Gulistan,” tliongh they have lieeii well X 
ronderi^d in Engli'^li ]»r'*se, an' '.omewliat in- 
effective. iiml it n'(j Hires the genius of MrK>rc*^v 
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himself to translate adequately his brother minstrel, 
Hafiz. A few extrao|jj^nly of these long poems 
are all I ofFer. 

As I know little of^he Persian poets in the 
original, and am indebted to the above, 

and other leairi^ authors, who have furnished 
accurate tran^^l^ns, I am the more fearful of the 
succeaa Endeavour to make them popular, in 

spite of the ionne volonte I may bring to the task; 
btit, I repeat, it has been one so very pl^aing to 
that I cannot abandon the hope;^|&at 
“S^^GaRden of Persia,” even hands, 
may not be considered without perfuine. 
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Oriontiils apjiOHr to aon*o in o}>iiii(»Ti >\ ith tlio j 
Italians, that “ niolto rrosiv una Wlta, uiio bel !i 
mautu;*’ for they have ;it all tinns taken great ;! 
delijilit in adorninu ihei*’ inann^eri}»ts, considering !j 
that tiicv thus do lionour to the suhjocl. lious- {i 
seauV feeling of paying proper hiinago to his !; 
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manliscript Heloise wonild be thoroughly under- 
T Btood in the East, 

The works of favourite poets are generally written 
Qulfine silky paper, the ground of which is often 
♦ t^pqwdered with gold or silver dust; the margins are « 
illuminated, and the whole perfumed witli some 
i costly essence. Amongst others, that magnificent 
volume c<mtaining the j)<»em of Yussuf and Zulei- 
preserved in the public library at Oxford, 
affords a prcKif of the honours accorded to poetical 
^ compositions: the British Museum is alao^eh in 
^ equally beautiful manuscripts. 

* One of the finest specimens of calligraphy and 
y illumination is the exordium to the “Life of Shah 
Jehan,^* for which the writer, besides the stipulated 
"T remuneration, had 7u.v mouth stuffed with the most 
" A precious }>earls. 

i A finely ornamented l)oak is considered an excite- 
•ment to youth' to study: in the preface to a work 
4 called “The J)is})elling of Darkness/' is this pas- 
sage — “This wt>rk, accurately written for its calli- 
graphy, must be a comfort and excitement to the 
; young.’' 

Calligraphy is called in the East “a golden 
profession.’' Of all books copied with peculiar care 
•/|^♦and taste, the Koran has employed the greatest 
number of writers, who vie with each other in 
their extraordinary performances in this style ; this 
caused the poet 8adi to say, that “the Koran was 
sent to reform the conduct of men, but men th<iught 
only of embellishing it|> leaves. 
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A maxim of the C^ph Ali was — “Learn t6 j 
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write well; fine writing is one of the keys of 
f riches.” 

-j The Persian commentator on “Arabic Aphor- 
^ isms” (edited by Westoi^t), says: — “Words set to 
y music have a wondrous power when aided by in- y 
* spiration and the magic ofjine wntilig^' Again — 

^ “A poem is a sweet-scented flower, spf>tted like a ^ 
leopard, polished with rnucli rubbing, and written 
with the ink of two centnrtes."* “An impostor rivets 
his triumph by writing carelestily, and making it 
difficult to decij)her, so that no extra('ts can be 
made that will repay the loss time in reading it.” 

I"akt-eddin Ihisi, wdien speaking of the merits 
of the CaKph Mostasem-billah, s.iys: — “lie knew 
the Koran by heart, and liLs haiid-writing was very 
beautiful.” 

I A manuscript of the ‘'Divan’’ of the poet 
^ Kemal, which had ])een the nr<>]>erty of a sultan, is 
’ ^ possessed by the Imjwial Libniry at Vienna, tmd 
is a great treasure as a splendid specimen of fine 
writing, and aL>o for the su]>crbly executed minia- 
tures which adorn it, illustrating the poems. Those 
pictures iire not more than :i sfjinue inch in size: 
there are two on each side of tlie ctaududiug verse, 
and, though so smiill, represent with the greatest 
correctness, either allegorically or simply, the 
meaning of the poet. 

Mr. Edward More, author of the “Hindoo Pan- ^ 
theon,” mentions some very exquisite manuscripts’ I 
in his possession: one, of fourteen and a half feet A 
. long, can be rolled up to the size of a man’s thumb. ^ 

• The library of the India House, and that of the 
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Mosi of the Asiatic [)oets ard 
a ])rofes^i()u of religion 
BO mystical, that it is difRcnlt to 
explain in a few words. 

They prefer, or profess to pre- 
fer, the meditatioTis and ecstaaiOB 
of my^thLsm* 1o the pleasures of 
the world. Tla^ir lundamental 
tenets are, that nothiiii^ exists ab- 
solvtel^hiii God that the human 
Boul is an cin<iuaiion from His es- 
sence, and \N ill finally be restored 
to him: that the great object in 
this transitory state should bo, a 
constant api)roach to the Eternal 
Spirit, and as perfect an union to 
the Divme nat ure as possible ; fof 
which reason all worldly attach- 
ments should be avoided, and, in 


If 








tual »lioul(l l)e kept In 


tner, without the ImpedSment of gtirments , 
cleayes the water with greater onse 

When a Sufi poet speiks of foye and 
Ibeauty, a divine sentiment is to 

be understood, however miuh the /^irotda 
employed may lead the unmitiated to, ima- 
gine otherwise. This is the case wi^h many 
fillets of Protest mta, and appears ^o m the 
sacred poems of our early risers, in those of 
the Fathers of the Phurch, and m ihe Song 
of Solomon, winch is ti remarkable instaince. 

The great end with these philosophers is 
to attain to a state of perfection in spiidtu- 
ality, so as to bo «it lenirth totally absorbed 
in holy contemplation, to the exclusion all 
worldly recollections or interests This is 
in fact no more than was formerly sought by 
monastic devotees m the Catholic church; 
and iCwas the same belief and endeavour 
which produced so many samts and martyrs. 

As religious enthusiasm, carried to the 
utmost height, is sure to — 

" O erleap and fall on the other aide^” 

a4^ure]:s hi the Sufis carried their zeal 
ali th^^t^^pious added 

greater which was 

' a^Bfctoj^bscure has filled the 

deryimeiC^^^>,^ 4 ^Mlli^ and whole tribes 
pl^laiiatics, whonavedhIU wild with ill-directed 
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devotion, and pa^^bl^ lives 
leg or ceasele8alja||||j|!l^ one a^||KiYith 
fixed eyes constantly regarding the ran till 
they lose tlieir sight Such as these have 
m ide ijsifir f nth i ]C'^»t md^udiarc described 
as bemgs bv thoM of their own secj 

wh0 ^i^our ige su( h ihsiii rlitv 

In A work, cdkd of the Sou] ’ 

they are named is f >11 »ws thoirwiMiom ind 
their folly liudcd ilikc — 

“He IS. both i ^ oj-ln and i Sunii\ i.->i who 
perfo4;SK|l!'^34i^ tint w hull lu ou«ht to do aide 
pendeilt of the tiuittluw )f [\ tlu ^ oghi 
gold, iron, md stone irc tlu sime The 
Yoghi constantlv everciscth tlu spirit m]>ri 
vate, free fiom liop< fiec fioin peictption 
He planteth his ow n sc it hrml> on i spot 
undefiled, m ither too hi.h n(>r too low, ind 
Bitteth upon the suicd which is c died 

Koos, covered with i skin or i cloth There 
he whose business is the i estr lining of his 
passions, should sit with his mind fixed on 
one object, alone, m the exeicisc of his devo- 
tion for the puiification of lus soul, keeping 
Aw head^ neck^ and bodif stfadj/y uitfiout mo^ 
tion, his eyes fixed on th^ point i{f hts noH^ 


looking at no other plaqejMhuM^’’ 

When it 18 oonctiderea &at the creed of 
the Sufis^) IS to adore beauty becanae the 
contemplation thereof leads cqsaature 
nearer to the Creator; and to venerate trim*, 
because the power of its ^irit is a symbol of 
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that of the Deity, the reader of the Persian 
poets will not be surprised at the mixture of 
sacred, and apparently profane, ideas so often 
foun<l in the same poem. 

Hafiz, himself a Sufi, has well expressed 
the sentiments of this visionary sect in the 
following lines, which will at once convey 
the substance of this mystical belief, so fre- 
quently and necessarily alluded to when the 
Persian poets are treated of: — 


h 
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EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY LOVE: 

A MYSTICAL POEM OP HAFIZ. 

A being, formed like thee, of clay. 
Destroys thy peace from day to day; 
Excites thy waking hours with pain; 
Consumes thy sleep with visions vain. 
Thy mind is rapt, thy sense betrayed; * 
Thy head upon her foot is laid. 

The teeming earth, the glowing sky. 

Is nothing to her faintest sigh. 



Thine eye sees only her; thy heart 
Feels only her in every part. 

Careless of censure, restless, lost. 

By ceaseless wild emotions tost; 

If she demand thy soul, His given — 
She is thy life, thy death, thy heaven. 
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; Since a vain passion, based on air, 

^ Subdues tbee with a power so rare, 
How canst thou marvel those who stray 
*fowVds the true path are led away, 
Till, scarce the goal they can descry. 
Whelmed in adoring mystery? 



Life they regard not; for they live 
In Him whose hands all being give: 
The world ♦h^^y quit for Him, who made 
Its wondrous light, its wondrous shade: 
For Him all pleasures they resign, 
And love Him with a love divine! 


On the cup~hPAirer^^> gazing still, 

The cup they break, the wine they spill. 
From endless time their ears have rung 
With words, by angel voices sung; 
^^Art thou not bound to (lod?^^ they cry; 
And the blest whole hosts reply. ^ 


I 


They seem unmoved, but ceaseless 
thought 

Works in their minds, with wisdom 
fraught. 



. Their feet are earth, but souls of flame ^ ^ . 

Dwell in each unregarded frame. ^ ^ 

f Such power by steady faith they gain, . f 

:/ One yell would rend the rocks in twain ; 
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TKE SUFIS. 


One word the cities could oVrthrow, 
And spread abroad despair and woe. 
Like vvinds, unseen, they rove all ways; 
Silent, like stone, they echo praise: 
So rapt, so blest, so filled are they. 
They know not night-they see not day! 

So fair fle seems, all things who made. 
The forms he makes to them are shade; 
And, if a beauteous shape they view, 
^Tis His reflection shining through. 

The wise cast not the pearl away, 
Charmed with the shell, whose hues 
are gay; 

To him pure love is only known, 
Wholeaves both worlds^ for God alone. 

It is nef'cssary to explain, in some deg'ree, 
the nature of the Sufi belief, in order that 
the reader, to Ijecome initiated, should not 
be startled at the singular expressions, which 
he is bound to comprehend as conveying a 
" sacred meaning; otherwise, when the poet 
exclaims, in a mystical rapture — 

^ “ Sell this world and the next for a cup of pure wine F* 

it might be imagined extraordinary, until 
he knows that by a “cup of pure wine” ia 
meant “faith.” 
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It must 1)6 <*f>]ifessed, that the followin^r 
ode of Jliifiz requires to he studied with 
more tlmu ordinary attention, in fjrder that 
the full moaning of its ferrour 

may he comprehended ; olhervyis<‘, it micrht 
appear to the nvgnanipft reader a mere 
Hacchnnahan effusion, not imwortliy j>f 
Anacreon ! 

*•- A 



ODR OF H\FIZ 

SAID TO aio E\PUE«;SIVK OF HOLY .HO AN!) FM'I l ATlON. 

Grapor of j)nro and irlowino* lustn^! 

May tlie hand that plucked each cliisier 
Never sliake witli age! 

May the feet tieVr sli]) tl:at press tliem ! 

Oh! ^tis rapture to possess them, 
’Spite the chiding sage. 

Call, call for wine, tlie goblet drain, 
And scatter round spring’s fairest 
flowers; 

What wonldst thou more of fate obtain : 
Where canst thou seek' for brighter 
hours? 
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8 TIFK ST7FJS. 

^Miis wjis tlio eartlily iii^htiiigaU^\s first 
lay; 

What sayost thou to his ])roc('pts, lJuso 
of IhyY 

Oh! briu^ thy ooiich wIkm-o coiinth'ss 
rnsos 

The gar(lon\s ^ay roti-('at disdosc's ; 
Thero in the shade of waving boughs 
recline, 

Breathing rich odours, (|U.iffing ruby 
wine ! 

Thou, fairest rose of all, oh suy, 

For whom tliy hundred leaves dost tliou 
display? 

To what bk‘st irn^rtal wilt thr»u own 
Such buds have sprunir for him alone ? 
AVhat havt3 1 now to ask? — hen* all 
fjife^s choieest gifts to me belong; 
Prudenee and wisdom are but thrall, 
The onlyfiiends are wine and sotig! 

Hdu; ri lido]! of the Sulis M])])e‘irs t») he a 
eompouiid <»f tho ]»hilosophy of and 

Berkley; with Blato, th<*y woiilil ])erfoetly 
aL'Tee in tlie following ohst?rvati<«i: — “For 








ii V* a thinir of this kind traiinot he expressed hv - , " 
. ... ‘ 

Words, like other disciplines, hut hy lasthni; ^ 

faioiliarity and eonjuiietifni of lihi wilh thi^^ 

div'iiie object, a bright light on a suildeii, as 

.>0- :< v** <•> f \ < 






THE RTJFIS. 


it woro, out of ;i firo, will illinuinato 

tlio Houl, jiiul iIhmi preserve ami nourish itb V 

C/', Hploiidour.” Or with Socrates: — “There is 

hut Olio otornal, immutahle, ii/iifonn hcaiity, , 

in eonteiu[»latiou of whicli our sovereign hap- ^ 
])iiicss (Iocs consist, and therefore a true 
.i„7 h»v'er (Considers beauty and proportion as so f ^ /W 
Tuaiiy stO)»s and degrees from which he may 
asc(ind fnnn the ])articu]ar to the general; ' 

from all that is lov<‘ly in feature, or regular 'v 
hi })ro])ortion, or charming in sound, to the '' y 
gc'uoral fountain of all perfection. And if " 
you are so much tr.iiisporte i with the dght ' 

’ of beaut iful ])('rs(»ns as to wish neither to eat ^ ' Z*- 

nor drink, but to ])ass your whole life in ■ 

* ' t' eir oonvors<itiou, to what (ecstasy would it 
'/ r.iise you to liehold the oriLdnal beauty, not 
tilled up with llosli and blcKid, or vairnished ‘ : . 

^ with a fading mixture of colours, Jind llie ■ 
rest ol iiKutal triihis and fooleries, but scpa- 
rate, uniform, and divine. 

The Sutis su]»pose that it is an anxious ^ J 
desire of the soul for unitui that is the cause j 
of lov'e: thus they compare the soul to a ' -}■. V; 

bird coidined in a cage, panting fi^r liberty, ^ ^ ^ 

f / and pining at its separation from the divine 
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[-•I FAVOURITE HrB.TECTS OF F’A'sr^JtN ' 

POETS I 

^ ^ I 

17 ^ f ftre three principal Inve stones in t lu' j 

li^, which, from the earliest times, }m\e ^ 

been the themes of every ]H>et. Scarcely j 

one of the mighty masters (»f IVrsiin hte- J 

rature but has adopted and tidded (clebrity t 

t<» tliose lieaiitifnl and interesting leaends, ^ 

which ran ii<‘ver l)c too olton rcj)eatod to an ^ 

orient dear Thev are, — “the History of 'I 

Khosrii and Shneen '' “the Lov(s of \ ns- [ 

^ huf and Ziiloikaf' and “the Mislortinu's of ^ 

< Me j noun and Leila/’ So]>o\\(rlMl is the [ 

\* < harm attadunl to these stoiHs, tliat^ ^ 

* a}ipe<irs to line ]>een ( oiisulered almost 1|jj|| T 
I impeiati\e <lut\ on tlie ptn ts to ( oinpose 

r « * IK \\ V ei Sion ol tlie old, t mull 11 . .111(1 ])elov||» 

^ ^ traditions K\end<»\Mi to a inodian dSnS^ ^ 
I / the IVrsjan*- h n cMiot deserted then 

* ites, and these n U hr i ted themes of veraP ’ 

re-.ip{ieii, h(nn time tn tune, iindei nelt ^ 
mspucs ^ I 

' H K h of these jioems is expressive ^ i 
peculiar character: thit of Khoani ti|fe|L 
»^^9ut:een may be coturideied exclusively 
Beraiim romance; that of Meinoun, J|P L 
2^ Arabian; and that of TTtuwmf and Ziil^P|^ f ; 
% Sacred. The fiyaf “pireii^ts a pu tiire <^if< |L 
py love nod female exedJjWice in Shireen. , 

:rF;JrivTr:: riT 
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THtiE cHABAcxevisxio iWTtof’nov n 
Mejnoun is a of unfortunate 

attuliment, cli^bd toinibdp.^* third 
nunauc^ ct^utai'fij^ the ideal ht ps^^f^^on in 
Yuisauf (i,e J<^‘^eph), and the^Mm^j^^iitaQtl- , 
ate and nnpi iidpnt love in Ziileika 
of Poti}>har), <iud exhibits in btrons relm 
the pnwei of love and beaut>, the mastery 
of mind, the weakness of overwhelming 
passion, and tlie victorious spint of holiness 
and tiiumph of projdiecy — lor it is s iid that^ 
Yubsuf’s 1)0 luty was foresTiowm to Adam as 
<i t> pe of his propln tic pow er Tlie names 
of till (?€ L'Teat pi>eN are identified w ith these 
bub]e(ts; cuid each has peculiarly bucceeded 
m one to ISizami is accorded the palm, for 
ihe Ik *>1 jioem on ‘ the Lov es of Kho'^ni ind 
Shireon,” to J imi, foi those of ‘ \ussuf 
rind Zuleika and to llatih, foi the ^^7)wst 
music il, mo^t mclanchol>’ veisionof the sad 
tal( of “Me]n()un and Leila/’ the Komeo 
and »J uhet of the L xst These aie gener.iUy 
called the Pom intic Poets as the otheis are 
the Mtstic nul the Hi^toiu 

The fust of PerMan poet^, the father of 
his lanou igo, the Homer of his countiy, is 
the illustrious Ferdusi, w^hose name is 
knetwn m and coniSdc^ted^to 

eternal Hh !bis^ c^. £(e 'id head 

of the , 


JIC Bcfepfll. 
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FBKDUSI- QX‘ 
whom the most 
K isim MansCir. 

<liso,” fi ^ 

( ( )mpositiq|[^|B^IE^ ] 


' SOMNAt. 18 

Wikis Abul 
or Para- 
Lof his 
cted 



y^the : 
Shoe, for*h^i%8l^ 
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ol'liis lifd in liis {uitil^^plaM,.Shadikb, : 

.the province of l!'(kst m^honueui, without 
_|beekmg re||^til^ heySplf name, how- 
3 '{«vet, far ani wide, aud the 

tan heard vvitli ])nde that so great a 
j^minarv ha<l (omo to shed its lustre ovffif'll 
court, which ^v uitcd but that to dazzle 
the whole woild 

The aorucous gates 'df.'<fc^^d*il-wc)Od(®> 
Pwhieh be b id trauspoitul to his prilaci from 
the idol timple of Somiitit he ihcuuht 
lone worthy to cxpiiid to let m such a 
^est i'- Feidusi and the unrn died city 
M PiIkct whuh h( Ind created m the 

oi which '-tooil the abode which he ^ 
touuht woitln of the iimie of ‘ the ( eles- 
tial he (on'^ideiocl ne\€i so much 

^^Itonoiiied .IS when the “Minstrel oi tlie 
garden of Paiadise" sot his toot witlim 
walls. Neither ot liis majestic Baia 


i glorious 
jiiy meipoi 
ond*i 





04 THE SHAH NAMAH. 

verse, a hiatery of the monarchs f>f Persia, 

his predecessors. 

No reward then appeared to him too great 
to ofEer* to induce the poet to undertake the 
task, no promises too splendid to excite him. 
“ Write, unequalled one,” cried he, “and for 
every thousand couplets a thousand pieces of 
gold shall be thine.” 

Hut Ferdusi wrote for fame and not ff)r 
profit, though he was poor, and depended 
only on his own exertions; he resolved to 
accept of no reward till he had (*«>mpleted 
the work he had undert:dv('n, and for thirtif 
ymrs he studied juid Iaboure<l that his [>oem 
might be wortliy of eternal fame. In this 
he succeeded, but the ])atienc‘e of the Shah 
was (jxha listed, bis entbu.Masm was gone, his 
lilieralityhad faded away, and whi'u tlie sixty 
thousand cou]dots of th(‘ Shn/t or 

“Hook of Kings,” was ended, tliero was a 
pause, which brought to the poet disap])oint- 
ment, and to tlie inoniuch such everlasting 
disgrace as has obliterated all bis triuinjdis. 

What must liave been the pn(‘t’s feelings, 
when, after a life of labour, of iin abated 
enthusiasm, unwearied diligence, and uiidi- 
minished zeal, though he^had by this time 
reached the age of eighty y^tok he found the 
announcement of Ida great epieV eomjdetion 
coldly received! liu^autioujj, even tnore 
tiiain is usual with his rliyming race, was the 
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1^" ^ haplc.SH Fcrdusi, tc» trust to the continuance 

,;!, '■ iA of a kiniy’s jjatrona^c for so lonnr a peri<»d. 

^ ' Kncrnies had thi(‘kened round him ^^hile he 
^ "‘Y \ 

K y lihriorbod in his i^reat work, his t‘riej)ds 
■'.' laid dis ipjicnrcd, his admirers had drojqaal 
MX ^ off, and tlio unfoftunate mhistrel woke fn»m < 

r . 

r ' ^ his ])rotracted dream to find himself — 

^ * very bt^ggar ami a wretch iiidfr'fl ’ 

There is somethiue' that sounds like 
l‘]aster*n <‘xa,irire ration in the term of y(*ars 
X named, and the a^e of the ]>oct, hut all his-' 
tori ins have so recounted the event. Thirty 
yiiiii''^ is a Ion LI period to make a monarch 
i and the, ]Mihlic w lit for a ]jromi.sed work, and ^ 
> it a little diminislies ilie }>ity AN'liicli would ► 
he natm >iily ielt for the autlioi wlieii i])edi>- 
Va' ap})oiimn(‘i't of the jaitron i.s considered. 

^ Fiwdusi sent a copy, exqui<it(dy written, . 

t of his '‘Shah .\amdi'’ to tlie '‘ultan, who ' 
received it unmoved; the paiid vizier nt- 
, t.ered deprecatory remarks, the eoiirtiers : 

I yawned, and the aged })oet''s lone-lo<'ked- ' 
Y for work was treated with contempt. 

The astoni-shed author of an unrivalled 
j composituai, of tlie value of which he \vas 
well assured, was ^tartled at the silence of 
Ilia royal patri^n; he began to refieot on liis 
Xv' positioii, and the fact of his having for a 
series of ye^irs negh eted all his tvorldly 
y affairs in order to givo himself up eiitircl}^ 
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16 THE SHAH NAMAH. 

t<> study, beojime ] rain fully evident. Ho 
could scarcely believe in the meanness and 
ingratitude wbiedi camld thus neglect him: 
but still no notice was taken. At length 
the followinof lines reached the ear (»f Mah- 
moud, and he began to fear the poet's fire 
was mU all extinct: — 

’Tis said our moiiarrh’s libenil mind 
Is, like the ocean, unconfined. 

Happy are they who prove it so ! 

’Tis uot for me that truth to know. 
Fve plun<rtMl within its waves, ^tis tvu(\ 
But not a sin<rle pearl c(uild view. 

Shamed, pi<{uel. and ollencled at this free- 
dom, llio '^ultau ordered >ix(y tliousand .^nrill 
pieces of money (dirrliims) to be >enf to tin* 
author of the *• Sh ih \amah," in^ittvid of the 
gold wliicli lie h ifl won. Ferdu-^i wa> in the 
publir- ])ath at tlie time the m<»nev arrived, 
and liis ra^e and amazement exceeded aJJ 
bounds wlien lie fouT^d himself thus insiilteil. 
‘•Howl” he exclaimed, “does the sultan 
imagine that tliirty yearn’ labour and study 
are to be rewarded with dirrhims ?'* So sa v- 
ing, he distributed the paltry sum anunigst 
the attendants of the bath and the slave who 
brought it. 
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At first his mind was overwhelmed with 

grief and vexation; all the airy dreams he 

had formed of dev'oting the promised sum 

to the emhellishment of his native place, , ^ 

endowing a hospital, aial becoming a general ’ 

benefactor to his province, were at om'e dis- ! 

persed, and tlie fame for which he had ^ 

toiled ajqjeared to have vanished also; but 

in a short time liis spirit rose superior tn , 

sorrow, and his former energy and dignity ' ^ 

returned, lie called up every feeling of 

contem})! and hitterness of which his sensi- .A 

nature was ca]>a])le, and resolved to pour 

tlie accumulated torrent on tlie head of the 

degratied sovereign who had deceived and '’y.- 

iiu' Ited liini. The cir('nmstajices ( d Mali- 

inoud's hirtli left hhn o})en to contumely, for : S 

ihongli his father, Seljectighin. rose to em- ' 

. . . . . ^ 
pire from his valour and brilliant ({ualities, ■ 

tluTc was a blot in bis escutcheon not to be : 

forgotten , ])articular]y under such provocation , 

— lie had bocii a sUin^! ; ? 

The excited poet relieved his mind by a 
satire full of stinging invective, and caused 
it to be transmitted to the favourite vizier 
who had instigated the Sultan against him; 
it was carefully sealed up. with directions 
that it should be read to Mahmoud on some 
occasion when his mind w^as perturbed 'with 

! ! ^ ^ i/i « 




occasion when his mind w^as perturbed 'with 
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FKRDrSI'S .SATIRE ON K AH MOri). 11> 

Kxalted Ijitrli in power and place, 

V * Outbursts the meanness of his race! 

'i ‘‘ * 

* Take, of some bitter tree, a shoot — 

• , Jn Eden’s g'ardeh plant the root; 

Let waters from th^ Eternal sprini^ 
Amidst the bcuighs their incense fling; 
/!♦/ ddiough bathed and showered with 
i; honey dew, 

Its native baseness springs to view^; — 
Aft(M* long eare and anxious skill, 

V ‘ The fruit it bears is bitter still. 


Place thou within the spicy n(‘st, 
i ' When' the bright phoenix loves to rest, 
A raven’s egg — and, mark it well, 
iV Wb(m the vile bird has chipped its shell, 
' Though fed with grains from trees that 

Where SalsebiPs sweet waters flow, 
Though airs from Gabriel’s wings may 
nse 

To fan the cradle where he lies, 

; l l Though long thesepatient cares endure, 
;It proves, at last, a bird impure! 

A * ^ 






20 PERDUSIS SATIRE ON MAHMOrO 

A viper, nurtured in a bed 
I Where roses all their beauties spread ; 
Though nourished with the drops alone 
Of waves that spring from Allah\ 
throne, 

Is still a poisonous reptile found, 

And with its venom taints the gnuind. 

Boar from tlu* forest^s gloom, to light, 
The dark and sullen bird of night. 
Amidst thy garden^s sweetest bowers 
Place him with summer’s fairest flow ers , 
Let hjacinths and roses gU)w 
And round his haunts their garlands 
tlirow , 

Scarce does the sun in glory rise'. 

And streak with g< Id the laughing skies, 
He turns him from the day in pain, 
And seeks his gloomy woods again. 

This truth our holy Prophet sung — 

All things return from w^heiice they 
sprung ” 

Pass near the merchant’s fragrant w arc^s, 
Thy robe the scent of amber bears; 

Go where the smith his trade pursues, 
Thy mantle’s folds have dusky hue s 
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j Let not those deeds thy mind amaze ^ 
[I A mean and worthless man displays; 

^ An Ethiopia skin becomes not white; 

J Thou canst not change the clouds of 
. night. 

^ What poet shall attempt to sing 
j The praises of a vuioiis king 

[ Had^st thou, degenerate prince, but li 
(, shown ^ 

' One single virtue as tliy own, 

ILn 1 honour — faith — adorned thy brow, 1 
^ My fortunes had not sunk, as now; 

'' Hut thou liad^st gloried in my fame, 

J \nd built thvM^lt a deathless ninu^ 

\ Oh, Mahmoud’ though thou fear’st me i 
I not, 

* Heaven^s vengeance will not be forgot; 

I Shrink, tyrant ’ from iny words of fire. 
And tremble at a poet^s ire’ 

I 

The cnilviMit ut ibis iij\e( tne whicli 
uiidc'^ei^ed w PerduM s illusion t(» the 
tuthei of the sultnii, ^\llo inei itcd moio from i 
«»ne who could anj»rec late virtue thtiii to be 
moich nimod as What the cha- 
^ rac terof Sebei tmhin \>ai> the lolhnmigaiiec- , 
dote’=? will show . — 

‘ ETe w.ir at fust onh a piixate horseman, 

ID the MTMCt of the ^ultau whom he siic- 
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reodod on the llinnK*: nnd, l)oini; of an 
jK'tivo and vijjfonnis disposition, iiscmI to liunt 
ovory d?ty in tin* forest. It h ipp<^n(*d (»noo, 
wlion lio WHS tlins ainiisinu^ liimself, tliiit he 
s!tw a doer gTazini^ witli her yoniiir f.«wn, 
upon which, .sj)urnn<i liis liorso, In' seized 
the fawn, and hindi/i;’ its le^r^, i]n*ew it 
across the siddle ainl tnrnecl Id-, face to- 
wanls home. \Vlien he hul riilden a little 
way, he looked heliind, and helndd tla^ ino- 
tlu*]- of the fawn follow inu him. and (‘xhilat- 
itiL*' every mirk of extreme aflliction. 'Die 
soul of tin' liunier melted wdthin him: lie 
unticfl the feet of the f iwn, an<l LU'neroii'-ly 
restored it to lihorty. 1"he h ipjiy mother 
tnrin'd towanls the w ild«‘i-ne--s, an«l often 
looked htick upon liiin, the tears droppiiej' 
fast from her eyes. Th it ruLdit he ^aw tin 
a]))> irition in his ilream^, wldeh - lid to him, 
•''Fhe kindne.ss ainl comj)as>if>n whieli thou 
hast this dav >how'n t«) a disire.sscd animal 
has l)e4Mj ajjproved of in the pre^em e of 
(lod: lln‘ref«»re, in the records of l*ro\ i-leiiee 
the kinirdom of iihusni i.*^ marketl a^ a. 
reward ajLUiinst thv name. Ijct mit L’reitnes^ 

de.^tniy thy virtue, but continue tliy hern'vo- 
lencc to 

It is related in a moral, inetuphvsieal, and 
philosophical work, called “Masir ui Ma- 
luek,”<^^^ that Mahmoud, who|i prince, havin^r 
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])ui]t ri ])]f‘asiiTv lunis^i in nu <>‘;irflon, 

near the city of (iliiistii. invited Id's fritlier to 
a mni^nificent entert-.iinment which he had 
])rcp'ired for him. Tlic son, in the joy of his 
h(*}irt, d(‘Nircd to know his father's opinion as 
to his Ijisto in the structure which had l)ecn 
lauded as inimitalde. Tlie kinix, tx) the great 
dis ip])()iiitment of Mahmoud, told him “that 
]i(^ looked upon tlie wliole as a hauhle, which 
any of his subjects miglit liive raised hy 
niciiis of wcdtli; liut that it was the husi- 
of a prince to ci’ect the more durable 
ictiin- of c-<kk 1 fame, which might stand 
for ever to be imit ite<l. but never to be 
e(pialled/' 

le lire it poet Ni'/imi m ike?^, ujion this 
saving, the following rejection: — “Of all 
the gorg(‘oiis jialuces that Mahmoud built 
W(* now lind imt one stone ujion another, 
blit the edilic(' of fame, as ho was told by 
hi.^ father, still triumphs over time, and is 
esi iblished <»n a lasting foundation.’' 

The “Shah Nam ih" contiins the liistory 
of the king^ of IVrMa. from the reign of the 
first king, Kaiumers, to the deatli of Yesdi- 
jerd, the last monarch of the Sassanian race, 
who was de])ri ved of his kingdom, a. D. (>4 1 — 
\. 11. ’Jl, by the invasion of the Arabs during 
the calipihat of Omar. 

in the course of this period three dynas- 
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ties sHt upon tlie Persian throne. The first, 
called the Piahdadian, lasted 2441 years; 
the second, the Kaianian, commenced with 
Kai-kobad, and lasted 7H2 years. Alexan- 
der the Great (or Sikander) is incdiided in 
this race, ahd is, by the poet, represented 
as tlie son of Darab, kin^ of l^ersia, liy the 
dausThter of Failakus (Philip of Macednn). 

After the death of Sikander, Persia was 
divided, during 2tH) year^, into a luiiiiber 
<tf petty mcmarchies, called tlie “(’onfede- 
racy of tlie kinii's.** 'Die Sass inlan rac^e of 
princes suc<*ecded tliese, and ruled over 
Persia for TiOl year<. 

As a historv, the irre it )»oeiu of Fi^rdusi is 
now of littli! value: but it contains some of 
the iincient Persian traditions. an<l the power 
and elor|uence of its verse are unrivalled. 

Persian biogra[)]iers all aLO’ce in assert- 
ing that MaliTrnuid pla<*ed in the hands of 
Fordusi the ancient chronicles of the kings 
of IVrsia, from whicli it is sup})osed that 
he derived Ids histori'-al iiarnitiv (‘s. ^Phat 
such fragnunits existed we have the t€;sti- 
mony of^ the Book of Fstlier/'^^ besides 
those of Herodotus and Ptesius. 

A story is often rcjieated respecting the 
origin of FerdtisPs work, which is perhajis 
founded on truth, but has been much 
doubted, 
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' THE SIXTY THOUSAND GOLD DINARS. 2fi 

Ono book, besides the fables of Fiidpai. or 
Pilpai, is said to have escaped from the 
burning of the Alexandrian library, namely, 
a history of Persia, in the Pehhvian or vul- 
gar dialect, supjK»sed to have been compiled 
by order of Nishurva" or Kosroes who 
reigned till near tlie close of the sixth 
(jentury. Saad, one of Omar's generals, 
found the volume, after the vnetory at 
('adossia, and preserved it fis a curiosity; 
it passed through several hands, wjis trans- 
lated into several dhilects of Persia, and 
tinally was seen by the great poet, who de- 
rived from it the materials of his ])oem. 

After his satire had been read by Sliah 
Mai imoud, the ])oet feared to remain too 
long in oiK' ]dace: he sought sbelun* in the 
court of the ('ali[)hof llagdad, Kadi Pillah, 
in whose honour he added a thousand 
couplets to the “Shah Xamah,'’ and who 
rewarded him with the sixty thousanil gedd 
dinars, whicli h-nl b(‘en withheld by Mah- 
moud. 

These lines occur amongst his compli- 
ments: — 


)l 
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TO THE KING. • 

^ ^ 

Nor vice nor virtue long* endure, iy 

Then keep thy conscionco ever pure; 
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THE SHAH NAAJAH. 


k\ Wealth, power, and gorgeous works will w 
seem ^ 

' At the last hour an idle dream: "-Vi 

'n • 

^ But a great name no time can steal: 

/ Despise not then the sago^s Z(miI. 

^TwasFiridoun,^'-^ by l^feav^i ordained, f 
Who first the world from viee restrained; 

^ Great Firidonn, tlio blest and wise, ' ■ 
Was yet no child of paradise. 

V. Not musk, or ambergris — but clay; 

*■ But truth and justice owned Iiis sway : " ' 

Obedient, fnithful, generous found, 

;> His virtues by success were crowned: 

> Like him, by virtue gain renown. 

And reign another Feridoun. \> 

, 1 

Meantime Feolusi’.s ]Ku*m of J 
and his ma^aiifu'eiil verges imi s(‘vrnil sub- 
ject.s, had revived tlie fame whifli hi>- -tudi(j>s 
had so long allowed to lie dornririi, and \\ 
Shah Mahmoud’s ‘‘late nmiorse awok<‘/’ — 
He had lost the greatest oriiainent of the ^ 
age, and another monarch could boast of 
having done him riglit, Jhi pretended to ^ 
i'A have discovered that his vizier had deceived . 
him in attributing impiety to Fordusi, and 

,■ ^ 
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THE POETS DEATH. 27 

lie at oiioe s:u‘rif‘u*e(l that fav(nirite, dismiss- 
ing him with disgrace, lie had, however, 
])reviously sent to Kadir Billah to command 
tlio poet’s aliscncG from his court, and he 
had retired to his ita,tive Tus. Thinking, 
hy a tardy act of liberality, to rejiair his 
former meanness, Mahmoud dispatched to 
the author of the “Shah Namah” the sixty 
thousand pie(!es he had promised, a robe f)f 
state, and many apologies and expressions 
of friendship and admiration, rec[uesti ng his 
return, and professing great sorrow for their 
dissensions. 

The poet, however, was “pasl the ty- 
rant’s strok(’ ’’ and senseless of his fiiturc 
generosity. He was dead! — having ex- 
pired in his native bnvn, full of years and 
honours, surrounded by his friends and 
kindred. 

Ilis family, knowing his wishes, devoted 
the whole sum to the benevolent piir]:>oses 
ho had intended, namely, the erection of 
]niblic buildings, and the general improve- 
ment of the ])lace of hLs birth. The date of 
Ilis death is given as in a.d. 1020 — A.ii. 411, 
and his age as eighty-nine. 

The language of Ferdusi may be consi- 
dered as the purest specimen of the older 
Persian diidect, called Arabic words 

being rarely introduced; whereas Sadi, Jami, 
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28 THE GAni>EXS OF Al'IlA^IAB. 

Hafiz, and others, liavo adopted Arahie ex- 
pressions without reserv(‘. The softue'ss 
of tin; D^'n\ in tlni opiuio’i of tin* Asiatics, 
has oceasioned tlie popular s-ayinu, “that 
it is the language of Heaven,” together 
with the Arabic idioms, “(iod,” it is sai<l, 
“ eonimimu-ates his tnihh'r mandate in 
the dedicate accents of the first, wliilst hi^ 
sterner comniainls are tleliven‘d in tl>e 
rapid utteran(‘e of llie other.’* 

Tliere are mativ epis<Mle^ in the “Sind) 
N'amah*' of groat l)ca)ity. d'lie following 




' 


is the rhapsody of H\zun, a young prince, 
the PitriK of Ft*rdusi's janun, wlio had 
reason to re])ent his adventure itii tlic 
daughter of Afrasiah, for ho was made 
captive, and i>nly rt‘scued hy tlie valour of 
Kostain, — atjother !iol(in<la, tlie great hen* 

(»f the ])oein, of whom the most eytraordi- . ' 

riarv feat'^ are relate<l, and w )io is. prol)ahl\ , 
the original of many of tliosewlio lignrt* . • 

in the hisu.ries of knight -errantry. * - 

The prince, sailing hy the gardens of 
Afrasiah's ])ahu*e, heliolds his dangliters ^ - 
wajidering amidst the Ixovers, and, excited 

n j * 1 

hy a perfidious friend, forms the somf w hat ^ " 
ungallant plan of carrying them off: he is - - 

thus addressed hy his <a»mpanion, (iirgin, , ’ ‘ i 
tlie traitor: — > * \ 

. » I 
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THE GARDENS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF 
AFIIASIAB. 

FROM THE “SHAH NAMAIl" OF FKllDUSI. 

Look forth, companions, cast afar your 
eyes 

Where yonder many-coloured plain 
extends: 

Ah ! in my breast what sweet emotions 
rise! 

Behold how each soft charm of na- 
ture blonds 

Into one glorious whole, — grove, 
mead, and stream, — 

A fit abode for heroes it might seem ! 

The tender silken grass invites the 
tread ; 

With musky odour breathes the 
fanning air; 

Pure w’^aters glide along their per- 
fumed bed. 

As though the rose gave them her 
essence rare; 

The lily stalk bends with her fragrant 
flower. 

The lustre of the rose glads ev'ry bower. 





TiiK sisti:r.<. 


The pheasant walks with graceful pace 
along, ^ ^ 

^ u A Soft doves and mournful nightingales 

V -4 -'>■• ? 

V Charming the silence with a mingled ^3^ 
C> song, -^4:^ 

7 ^,, And murmurs from the cvpross-bouglis \ 

reply. ' 

''■i r--4 

Oh! never, nov(*r, — long as time shall '<S! 

^ 'I ^ 

" May shadows o’er these beauteous , , 

^ scenes be cast! 

Still may they in eternal splendour 
- ' i glow, r 

T And be like Paradise, as they are now ! /;/> 

;/ ; There, in gay groups, beneath the “ 

^ A / trees, beside 

, Those streams that through the vales ^ 
f in music glide, '! 

JiOvely as fairies, beautiful as day, 

^rr^i Are maids who wander on in sportive 4, ' 't 

4* p'“y- 'f-. 

Afrasiab’s daughter there, Maiiizha ,<•' ' / 
bright, ' / ;• 

Makes the whole garden — like the sun ^ ^ 

'■ Ar^JrR-- V-*' '-x<' 



Vv V 'THE PJtOPOSED ABDUCTION. ;n > , 

Not less majestic, midst the graceful r^-v 
tlirong, '^'-' j- 

Her sister, fair Zittara, sweet and f 

n.- '4 young! 

decks the plain with beauty as 
^^7^ , she goes, . .»7iv' 

7 , Before her shrink, ashamed, the 
" jasmine and the rose ! / ^ 

^ , > And there are '^I'urkish msiids that near > '\'yw 

’* them rove, ' < 

'/p With forms like cypress-boughs^^) ^ 

. that zephyrs move* 

Locks dark as musk, — and see! each - 
; L 7 veil discloses v : . 

^ ^ Eyes filled with dreity and cheeks all 7^ ^ 

}/ V full of roses! 


mM 


> . . Shall we not, friends, turn for a single V S ' 
■; 

^ ^ Check, for so great a prize, our onward 7^' 

way? 4 ,.^. 


' Steal to those bowers, make the bright 
nyrnjjhs our own, 


And bring the lovely prey to Khosrou’s 


thnme ! 
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82 ' HEROES OF ROMANCE. 

Another episode of the “Shah Namah’’ 
relates the “loves of the Fair-liaired Zsil, or 
Zalzar, and Uiidava." ^Phis hero is a v<;ry 
favourite oiu\ as is his father, Sani Nerinn'in, 
a7id his soil is the famous h*ostam, tin* eoji- 
(pieror of ihe Dives, or evil s])irits. K'ostain 
i.s the fatlier of Sohrah. an interestiiiu’ yoiiiiL!’ 
h(;ro. \v]i4»se tragical deatli is one of tlu‘ mM^t 
admired jinrtions id’ th«‘ “Shah Xamah.” 

AnotluM' i>reat hra'e (»r the •‘Shah Namali,’* 
wliose fahiilous adventure.s an* a fa\ourite 
theme with eastern writers, is dainsliid. 
tlie L’Teat monarch who owned tin* famous 
‘•jewel,’’ so often named liy the poets. 

He is supposed to liave doiiri>hed St HI 
years before the (’hristian era, ami it was In* 
who built ‘Mile famed Perse})olis,” or city 
♦ d’ Isfikar, the ruins (d‘ which, calh*d (’ln'l- 
minar, or the Forty Pillars, still exi.M, and 
are often visited hv adventurous travel- 
lers.(i'» 

Durinc' his reijLni sicknes.s and death wi‘re 
unknown, tramjuillitv and ha]»])ine.ss re- 
warded the virtues f)f his people. ddio 
aiiLrel Siroiish descender] from Heaven U> 
vi.sit tlio monarch, whose worth excitf*d 
admiration in “hotli worlds/’ and a ndio 
and enchanted pirdle were hdt him by the 
f*clehtial truest. He was f^ifted with a ray 
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HKROES or ROMANCE. ;J3 

of diviiKi li^dit (like AI<)se.s), which rendcrod 
his i'orni so linninoiis, tlnit o?icc, ^vlKiIl 
dcsceiidiiig Mount Alt>orz (fn>m time imme- 
morial the seat of firc^-temples), the people 
imagined that there Aveiv two .suns in the 
W(jrl<l. His magic ?'{}/</ and throne pos- 
sessed extraordinary powers: his goblet was 
wondrous. 

*• Wlio knows,” says the ])ard. “what is 
liecome of the gohlet of .]arn.^”ti") 

He was f)elov(;(l, feared, obeyed, and 
ha])]jy; hut Ids human nature hegan at last 
to jmidomin.ite ov(*r his better and more 
e.wdtt'd re(‘ling<. Pride cn»])t into Ids h(’art. 
and o\au-turnGd tlie work of years: he be- 
eatrie ])ulfed u]> ^^ith self-estimation, and 
forgot from ^^hcnc(‘ be d('rived Ids greatness, 
til] the anger of Hod Avas kindled against 
him. 'riie ndnds of his subjects underAveiit 
a change; tliey rev(»lted, and drove him 
from his kingdom, and, an outcast and wan- 
der(;r, he roamed the earth for a hundred 
yedr^. 

Idle following is a scene in Avhich lie is 
represented as meeting with the daughter 
of King (rureng, who became his Avife ; and, 
his pr(»bation past, he Avas restored to his 
kingdom and bis power, “a wiser and a better 
man,” his youtli haviinr suifered Jio dimi- 
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K>’’.'.i!* :u .UMsiiiivs coi'iiTsirir. 

fel imtioii. I^lu; iiu*i<l(*iits aiul metapliors uro | 
l>^#| from Fenliisi, but I bavi* rnoroly ventur(*(l 
oil a /taraji/trase, not a translation. 

'4^! .lAMSHfirS roURTSHIP. ' 

^ ■ A weary traveller sat to grieve 
Ky Gureng^s gate, at early eve, 

Wliere fragrant gardens, filled with 

Wot'm, 

^ Cast forth their breath of soft perfnini', jj 
And wandering oY‘r his brow and faee, Jj; 
' R<‘lieved him for a moinent^s space. W 
But sorrow weighed upon his breast, ||| 
And dimined the lustre of his i‘ve: ’** 
He had no home — he sought but rest, j*! 

And laid him down to sleep — or die! f 
/j: ♦ * * >ic * .|f j 

King (Tureng^s lovely daughter lies | ■ 
y 'y Jk'side a fountain gently playing; 

• i She marks not though the waves bo ife 
bright, 5f! 

Nor in the roses takes delight: 

Ir *:^ And though her maids new games 
!:>f; Revise, 

Invent fresh stories to surprise, 

She heeds not what each fair is 

1^,*!! Her fav’rite’s voice has lost its spell, 

^ % j The raven charms her ear as well ! 


4^21: -w i> 
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THE STRANGER. Jj:. 

But hark! soft whispers, questions ^ny, 
Amongst the female train prevail; 

A young slave, beautiful as day, 
Blushes while she tells her tale. 

^^Nay, mock me not, — no face so fair 
Was seen on earth till now: 

Though on his cheek are hues of care, 
And grief has marked his brow : 

Ah ! cruel maids, ye smile and doubt, 
While the poor stranger faints without 

The princess heard: ^^Go hence/^ she 
ciied, 

And be the stranger^s wants supj)lied; 
Let him beneath our shades repose, 
And find a refuge for his woes/^ 

The ready damsels straight obey, 

And seek the traveler where he lay. 

Arise, fair youth, the wine-cup waits, 
And roses bloom within our gates, 

The tulip bids thee welcome be. 

And the young moon has risen for 
thee.^^ 


Meanwhile the princess mused alone, 
And thus she sighed, in mouriiFul 
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TKE PROinfECY. 


^'Alas! they told me ^twas ray fate; 
But ah ! 1 feel ^t is all too late : 

I cannot now believe — ^twas vain — 
That dream can' never come again ! 
And yet ray nurse — who kn ows full wel 
Each herb and ev^ry potent spell^ 
From the cold wave can conjure fire, 
And quell <he mighty dragon^s ire, 
From stones soft dewdrops can distil, 
And awe the Din s with wondi*ous skill. 
Knows ev^y star — has said that mine 
Glowed with an aspect all divine. 

That he, whose image is ini])rest. 

As if by magic on rny breast. 

Whose portrait cheers my solitude, — 
The mighty Jamshid, great and good; 
Of whose mre beauty they recount. 
When he descended from the mount. 
So bright the lustre, those who saw 
Proclaimed two suns, and knelt in awe; 
For whom the chains of death were 


Whom angels clothed in robes of heaven; 
That prince whose power was far above 
All those who vainly seek my love; 
She said he should be mine — vain 
thought! 

Is he not fallen, to ruin brought; 


THK MEKTING. 


His kingdom gone, his fortune crost, 
And he, perhaps, for ever lost!^^ 

She ceased, when lo ! the laughing train 
Came dancing back, with song and jest, 
And leading, in a flowery chain. 

The stranger youth/^^'^ their welcome 
guest. 

sjc * * * * 

was thus they met,they met and gazed, 
Struck by the self-same pi>w"er, amazed; 
Confused, admiring, pleased, distressed. 
As passion rose in either breast. 

The princess spoke, soft as a bird 
In Spring to some dear partner sighing; 
And the fair stranger’s words were heard. 
Sweet as the huJ-hurs notes replying. 

Her long hair, streaming to the ground. 
With odours tills the air around; 

She moves to music and to song, 

As the wild partridge stops along. 

She leads him to her jasmine bower. 
Midst fountains, birds, and blossoms 
sweet; 

And her attendant maidens shower 
The sparkling wave upon his feet: 
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3S THE TRIAL OF THE CHARMED BOW. 

Two doves sat near, and softly mourned. 
And both their hearts each sigh returned. 



With wine, and verse, and wit awhile, 
The happy moments they beguile; 
Butcloudspassed oT^r the fair one's brow, 
She feared, she doubted, — ^^Go!"she 
cried ; 

Bring hero my long-unbended bow^. 
And let my former art be tried. 

Two birds are seated on one tree, 

Tell me which bird my mark shall be; 

' And thou shalt know a vvonniD's skill 
Can make all captive to her will ! " 

The stranger smiled with haughty look. 
As from her hand the bow he took : 
''Thy fame," he said, "to mo is known; 
Valour, like beauty, is thy own: 

Ihit know, though bold in camp and field, 
Woman to man is forced to yield. 
Princess, a boon! If I have wit 
And skill the female bird to hit. 

Shall she who makes these groves divine, 
She whom I most admire, be mine?" 
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She blushed assent — the arrow flew^; 

The female bird mounts to the skies; > 
Hisshafthasstriick herpinionsthrough, . 

■?-*3 4 

- And flattering on the ground she lies. 

The fair one^s eyes with triumph shine : ^ C; 

^^The son of Tahiimers I see! 

For never yet could hand but mine 
Bend that charmed bow — ^tis he — \ . 

^tis he!^^ ^ ' 

S o spake her heart. ‘^Give me the bo w 1^^ 

She said aloud; ^^if true my aim. 

Let him who seeks me take me now, ' 

No better boon my hopes can claim. - 

My tale is told. Ye lovers, say. 

Can yo not guess the blissful close? ' 

How^ Jamshid won a bride that day, ?*: V 

And found a balm for all his woes. 


Tahiimers, or Tahmiiras, was a great 
hero, as well as his son; he received from 


the Simorgh (a fabulous Persian bird, of 
magical power) a present of some of her 
^ 1 feathers, which is said to have given rise to 
7^ the fashion of plumed helmets. This prince 

V %, \ -c^<- ^ 
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40 TnE sTMouair or axca. 

wjus (villfid K iniv.ind, nrnu^tt itf nil pointM^ 

and DiAvhand, chniiier of' I)iv(‘s. 

The mystics (m 1 led the divinity Simnrgh^ 
and Ancn : numerous fnhlos are told of 
eacli, and they are sometimes said to he 
the same. ^J^hero is a INn-hitin sayinu-. 
^‘All people liave a proverb of the Ariea, to 
express that which is spoken of and not 
seen." One poet, speakinir ef a miser, 
says, “ His ])read is like tlie Anca-Moirreh, 
which is }>aint(‘d <ni the (*arpet of kini.(s, 
and of wliich men have ma<lo proverbs, but 
have never seen it. It is a fiirure wliich 
neitlier passes nor remain^.*' M. (bircin 
de Ta^sy trivos some curitni^ iiotos on tliis 
extraordinary bird: — “It is known cady 
by name, and so calle<l from h iviiiLf a w bite 
line round tlie ne<‘k like a ladlar: <omo 
say bt'causo of the l^nf;th oj the nvi k (this 
rmt unlike the antediluvian wonder> <d’ 
•roolo^rists). It i" said, that tlu* inliabitants 
<)f the city of lies had a pn»phei named 
Ilantala, and there was in their count rv 
a mountain <-alled Dainaj, a mile hicli. 
There came there a very lar^^c bird, with 
a very lon^ ne(;k, of beautiful and divers 
colours. This bird was a(a‘u.stomf;d to 
{xnince on all the birds of that mountain, 
and eat tliem up. One day he wsus hun- 
gry, and birda were scarce, .so ho pounced 
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;• • titt: sTAronnH on axca. 4i 

♦ on a child, and carried it off; he is called ; i 

Anca-Mo^rel), because he carries off the : ^ V 

\ seizes. He afterwards pounced ^ I 

/ on a younir girl, and pultiiig her between i », 
his two smaller wings (for he has four on ' 

, each aide), bore her mas ay. The people ■ 

, * complained tr) their prophel, aifd ho said, \ 
“My Crod, deliver us from tin's bird ! pro- ^ 

^ vent it from re-producing, and abandon it | 

- to misfortune.'’ 

r*'' ^ 

Soon after this the A oca was struck . * 

with a thunderbolt. Mahomed is reported , 

‘ . I i * 

V. to have said, that, at the time of Mo^e'^. /. *_ 

e * * , , 

I i -od created a female bird called Anca; it • 

; ^ had eight wings, and fwre the fi<jitre of a 
^ ^ man, (rod gave it a portion of everything, ; * I 
>* and after Avards created it a male. ‘‘Then 
^ God made this reA'elation to Mosp.s (to „ *• 

^ whom he peace), T haA^e created tAvo extra-* 

® ordinary birds, and have assigned for their X 
! 'p' nourishment tlie uild beasts AAdiich are 

round derusalem. 1 baA’e made you fami- •''ft 

» . . . ■ ■' * j 

* liar Avith them, and 1 have given them 

« -»* over and aboA^e Avhat I haA^e accorded to 
»* 

i • ^ the children of Israel.”’ * ‘ 

» *«, Hut the species multiplied; and AA’hen 

* *' '»'! Moses was dead they went to the land of 

■ Najd and Heiaz, and never ceased to de- ' j 
•*,* vour the A\"ild beasts, and to carry off 
7 children, till the time Avhen Khaled, son •:^l! 

IBriy'-'A/iyy’ '• \y' • 
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of Sc‘ii:in AliJisi, wms ]»ropli(*t, l»olwor*ii tlio 
time of Christ {ind iMjihoinoil. It was tlioii 
tliat those birds wore (’oin])lainod nf. Kha- 
lid inv'okod (rod, mid (iod did not pormit 
them to multi}>ly, and their race hocaino 
extinct.” 

Althouiili Ferdiisi liolds the first ])lace 
anionifst the poets of Fcwsia. he* lias liiinself 
nu'ntioned that he is indelited for sonn* 
])ass‘iiie-< in lii-^tiirii'a! ])o(‘m to two ](oel> 
win* lived IndiWe liini. aie lo»diil<T 

and Diikiki, who ap]»oar to liave both ctJin- 
inencod a ])oetieal version of the liistory nf 
IV'rsia. Of IJoduki he spe^aks wltli resp(M‘t, 
Init criticises tin* otluT without mercy, 
altliou^di lie condescende<l to adr>])t mucli of 
liis conip(»sition. 

ft is relatetl of Koduki, tlial tlie ])rinee 
under whom lie Jiv'ed, Inninir removed his 
court from I»(»khara to Jferat, b<‘eame so 
attiched to the latter city tliit he delayed 
liis return, much to tlie reLO’ct of hi.s eour- 
tiers, wlu) emj>Io\e<l the powers of tlie poet 
to induce tlie inoriareh tf> //ive u]> Ids new 
])aHsion, and restore them to tlieir homes 
and fricTuls. Uodiiki fully entered int(» 
their views, and thii folIo^yinJ^ vers(‘s, sum: 
with jz^reit to the imrhiit, or viol, on 

which instrument he was a skilful [»erftirmer, 
accomplished the end desinjtl, lunl the prince* 
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TRIi REcniETS OF ]iOXTIARA. 


Urnir iVusHiir, once again t(K)k the route to 
Bokhara. 


THE HEGBETS OF BOKHARA. 

The gale, whose Vjreath such joy imparts, 
Comes from that gentle stream 
Where they reside, to whom our hearts 
Return in memh'y's dream: 

The j)recions odour that its wings convey 
Is their regret for us — so far away ! 

The sands are rough along that shore 
Where glides our native Amil’s stream j 
But when we tread its banks once more, 
Like velvet those rude sands will seem. 
Oh, pitying Oxus! let thy waves divide. 
And yield us passage down thy opening 
tide! 

All hail, Bokhara, land of flowers 1 
Our prince moves proudly on; 

He goes to glad thy sunny bowers. 

He asks thy smile alone. 

The waving cypress seeks his native 
groves, 


The rising moon the firmament it loves. 





ESSKDT OF TV^. 


Essedi of Tn^, in Kliorassjm, distiu- 
p^uislied as liavini*- lieoii the master of the 
^eat Fordu.d. He liold tlic first ])lac’e as 
poet at tlie c ourt of the Shah Malimoud of 
Ohusni. until hi'i fame was eclipsed hy tin* 
lustre of that of hi< eelcdirated ]uipil. The 
Shah h.'id s(*veral times required «»f KsK'di 
to arranu’e the historial rec'ord of kinirs, 
whieli he declined, jdeadinir liis irreat aire 
and the labour of so extensive an under- 
. taking; he, however, recommend(*d the 
execution of tliis important work to Eer- 
> dusi. When the latter, after Ids many 
cares and wanderings, returned to his jia- 
tive province of Tus, Ins health having 
failed him, he feared that the end of Ins 
career wjus approaching, and he refle(‘tod 
’ with infinite pmn that his immortal “ Sliah 
Namah” was uncompleted. To his aged 
master the illustrious pupil communicated 
' bis sorrow, and his fears that no poet after 
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'un-: MA.^TKU AVI) 'nil. pttil. 

' liim would ))ut the fiuL'shiiiL' }ia?id to his 
. task. Essedi, in order to afford him com- 
1' fort, assured him that should he survive 
he would devote himself to the ])<3rform- 
auce of that duty 

“ liut alas! my master,” said the de- 
sponding Ferdusi, “you are already very 
aged — how then will y’ou he able to do 
this?” 

“If it please (rod,” answered the aged 
poet, “1 shall complete it.” At these 
words he quitted liis pupil, and in the 
ciourae of that night and the following day^ 
he composed no less tlian four thousand 
verses; thus ooiududing' the great epic 
poem whicli conferred immortality on his ^ 
beloved pupil, to whom he triumphantly - 
brought his wi)rk, and so much was he ' 
amazed, gratified, and euclianted, that his ' 
health an<l spirits revived, and death was » 
for a time averted. 

fJssedi must have been extremely aged ‘ 
when he achieved this extraordinary tri- 
umph, for the work itself had been declined f 
by him, in the first place, on account of 
his advanced years, and no less than thirty ' . 
of his pupil’s life had been passed in its * 
composition. ^ 

The mosi. celebrated of the other works ' ^ ' 


of Essedi is his dispute between Day and 
Night. 
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> Day anti Night, who t^ach ran yield 
Joy and solace to the earth, 

> Tims contented for the Held, 

Claiming both the highest birth — 
Night spoke frowiiiugly : — “’Twas I 
Who from all eternity 
Rilled the chaos of the world, 

When in dim confusion hiirl(‘d. 

The fervent prayer is heard at night; 
Devotion flic's day^s glaring light. 
^Twas night, the Mount when Mos(‘s 
left: 

At night was Lot avenged by fire: 
At night tlie moon our prophet cleft, 
And saw lleaven^s miglit n*v<‘al(‘d 
entire. 

'I'he lov^ely moon for thirty days 
Spreads radiant glory from afar: 
Her charms for ever night displays, 
Crowned, like a (jueen, with many a 
star: 

" Her seal-bearer is Heav’ii, a baud 
Y Of plant*ts wait on her command. 

^ . Day can but paint the skies with blue, 

^ ^ NighCs starry hosts amaze the view. 

* Man ineasures time but by the moon; 

' f Niglitshroudswhatday reweals too soon. 
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DAY AND NIGHT. 




Day is with toil and care oppressed, 
Ni^ht comes, and with her, gentle rest. 
Day, busy still, ho praise can bring, 
All night the saints their anthems sing; 
Her shade is cast by Gabriers wing ! 


The moon is pure, the sun^s broad face 
Dark and unsightly spots deface: v. ‘ 

The sun shines on with changeless glare. 

The moon is ever new and fair/' » ■ «. 


Day rose, and smiled in high disdain : — 
Cease ail this boasting, void and vain; 
The Lord of Heaven, and earth, and thee. 
Gave mo a place more proud than thine, 
And men with joy my rising see, 
Andhail the beams that round me shine. 
V/" ‘ Tlie holy pilgrim takes by day 

To many a sacred shine his way ; 

^ ,v By day the pious fast and pray; 

. o." And solemn feasts ai'e held by day. 


' On the last day the world's career is run, 

As on the first its being was begun. 

; Thou, Night, art friendly, it may be, . 

/ ^ ^ For lovers fly for help to thee. ^ 

v’ When do the sick thy healing see? V 
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J)AY AND NIGHT. 


|l Thieves^ bjrthy aid, may scathless prowl ; 
!; Sacred to thee the bat and owl; 

>!i And, led by thee, pale spectres grimly 
howl ! 

; 1 sprang from Heaven, from dust art 

tliou, 

liight crowns my hend with nianv it 


- r 
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;vv' I'he collier's cap is on thy brow — 

For thi'c a fitting diadinn. 

isencc fills the world with joy; 

> : Thou coin^st all comfort to annoy. 

T am a Moslem — white my vest : 

Thou a vile thief, in sable drest. 

Out iK^gro-face! — darNt thou compare 
^ Thy cli(»eks with mine, so purely fair? 
'y Those ‘host s of stars,’thy boastand pride, 
How do they rush their sparks to hide. 
How to tlieir nativ^e darkness run. 
When, in his glory, comes the sun! 

' True, death WRf^ frsf; but, tell me, who 
C Thinks life least worthy of the two? 
^Tis by the moon the Arab counts; 



The lordly Persian tolls his year 
By the bright sun, that proudly mounts 
The y ieldin g heaven 8,so wi de an d clear. 
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DAY AXD NIGHT. 49 

The sun is ruddy, strong, and hale; 
The moon is sickly, wan, and pale. 
Methinks ^twas ne^er in story told 
That silver had the worth of gold ! 

The moon, a slave, is bowed and bent. 
She knows her light is only lent; 

She hurries on, the way to clear 
Till the great Shah himself appear. 


\ 


What canst thou, idle boaster, say 
To prove the night excels the day? 
1l stubborn still, let Him decide 
i With whom all truth and law abide; 

' ^ Let Nasur Ahmed, wise as great, 

Pronounce, and give to each his state. 
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UNSURI. 

It is related tliat, soon after 



rn 

v/. 


f w-S i'* 

I , , 


* A 

■: i&i 
•'i. 

r 

. ^ ^ 
ML * 


ll-. 






Ki ;l 


^ jsj 


V, ^ 


'l-^ 


the illustrious Ferdusi earne 
int4> Persia, it liap[>oiK*d oii a 
eertaiu day that Unsiiri was 
sittiuir OH the bank< <»f a 
I I river with two eoinpjinions, 

.:• the poets Firoki and Asjudi, 
when soeinir a straiiLaM* a]>proi(li, wliose 
dress li.id notliin*^ tli^tiriLOiisluMl in its a]j- 
pear.ince, they aj^eed ainoiiL^st tlieinselves 
to piiz/le tlie new ctuner and lx; merry at 
his e\{>ense, 'Phey j)roposed to recite three 
lines of poetry, Cre-h takini^ one line, and ti» 
dcnrind tlie fourth of tin* strani’cr. wlio. i?i 
cause of failure, was not to la^ j)ermitt< d to 
remaiti in tlieir society. Fnsuri A>as the -- 
first to a<ldress I'erdusi (for it was no other) 
in an uiicourteous t<aie, with tlie remark 
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that none but poets should seek the com 
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pany of poets; to which his -future master 
modestly replied, “I also know a little of kwj! 


]K)etry.” ITiisuri Aen rose, and recited the 
first line of a stanza, as afrreed on: — ^ 

The moon, my fair, is pallid where thou 

i ' n * 

art, - 


Asjudi continued: — ^ 

The colours of the rose to thine are A 
pale; 

' i-' ’ 

^ * Firoki went <»n: — ! 

Thine eye can pierce, through armour, 

^ to the heart: ^ 

The three poets liere paused and, with con- 
^ % temptuous glanc*es, desired the stranger to ' - 
supply the concluding line, convinced that 
they required an impossibility from an t>b- 
J scare and ])rul)ahly unlearned person; ])nt - 

Ferdusi, without hesitation, instantly linislied \ 

\ 1-; the verse thus: — 

f V i * ’ 

y As Gid^s swift arrow shivered Poshun’s ^ 

' mail. 

r * *; 

Not only wo^e the three poets astonished at 
. hia readiness, but ashamed of their incivility, !. 















^^a^ a iialivo (>f " 

Uj)a]i,ni,aiul Ijooamo m) (*(‘]fl)rate(l 
a \vritoj% tliat tlu* title “[loiiour' 
Writers” is sometiiues trivni liim: lie ^^a< 
en^aued in tlio chaueellor''^ othcc*, ^vlie^o 
l)U‘^ijie,ss it ii, le trace, in lar^e cliar.icier^, 
nn the dijilomas, tlio pecniliar i , jiIkt, called 
Te^nay/-'*^^ acnerally uiitten in a tiiu' oriia- 
meiited liand. This (M<‘enu'd aci'eniplish- 
mcnt, in which the poet excelled, wad one 














The rich narcissus, quaffin" dewy wine, 

Clings to thy breast, where buds un- 
numbered twuiie; 

No eye can see the bound wliore end 
thy bowers, 

No tongue can number half thy gem- 
like flowers. 




Such freshness lingersin thy air of balm, 
Tliat oven the tulip’s burning lieart 
confesses 

The life its sigh bestows at ev’ning’s 
calm, 

Wlien the glad cypress shakes li(3r 
gra(*eful tresses. 

IMie waves of each rejoicing river 
Murmur melody for ever, 

And to the sound, in wild Jirnaze, 

On their glad crests the dancing bubble 
plays. 

\Vhil(> lotus flowers, just opened, there 
Look with bright eyes towards heaven 
in prayer. 


K 


So clear thy waters that, reflected < 
bright 

The dusky Ethiop’s skin is pearly white. ^ 








y Ki i.oGv n\ KA.-n\rri:H r,: ' 

Y So fool, tlint as the siin liis finders Invos, , 

' ^ Tliey shiver on the siirfare of thy \\aves. 

Theimmortrtl lily,|>uiV as aij^(ils’})linj»es, 

All (lay, all ni^ht, th(‘ ^rove with light 
ill nines ; 

The grove, where garlands, by the roses 
made, 

Likeclustering Pleiads, glimmer thron -h 
the shade, 

And hide amidst their leaves the timid 
dove, 

Wh )Se ringed neck proclaims the slave 
of love. 


dVdl me what land can boast such trea- 
sures ? 

Is ought so fair, is ought so dear? 
Hail! Paradise of endless pleasures ! 
i Hail! beautiful, beloved Kashmeer! 


>u . . - 
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MO A SI, KIXO OF POETS. 
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Mo\si rn*i(' froiri ;i Idw st5itit»i. hv the \ 
brilliiiiicv of Ins iii‘niiis, to iM'roinc the > , j 
favoured minstrel of u iiront kinL^ und to , 
have ri(*h<‘s and lionoui's .s]io\v(‘r(*d upon . , 

him. Ilis fame spn‘ad far ami \vid(' in the , \ ^ 
oast, and lie has hoon l)y some ])ronouncod 
as inferior to n<» ]>o<‘t of his time. It was i ’ 
at the court of Melek Shah, of Ispahan, ' ^ ^ 
aliout tlie mi«Mle of the eleventh eeiiturv, , < “ 
A.I)., that he lieeamo eelehratc'd, ami re- ■ ■' 
ceivod tlje desiLTnation of Kiiiif of Pf»et^ and 
thediirnitv of an Emir. Khakani made him 
his model in versification; ami >o remuVned 
were hi.*^ odes, that m(»rc than a hundred ; ’ 

pf>ets emleavoured to imitate his style. 

.\r(>asi was sent l)j his patron on a mission \ ' 

to ("oristantinople, and is said to have re- : 
turned from thence laden with presents of * • “ 
rich stuffs and a train of camels: he seem * • 
t^) have been more fortunate than most of * I 
bis fellow-bards in keeping the favour of * 

r* * 
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the priiiee who liofrionded )iim, for there 
are no viciKsitmlfS recorded in ]us life. 

The Sultini was one evenijiL'' on the ler- 
raeeof palace lookiiiL'' for tlie new moon, 
to^XetluT with many lii-^ nnhJo: tlie royal 
eyes were tlie tir^t to pen-eive the apjie ir- 
ance of the Inmiiiarv. when he iinTnediatelv 
('ommande^l hi^ po(;t to ext^*ni])ori<e >onie- 
thiiiLf on tli(‘ fH*ca>ion. Me i-i, wiihoiit lie^i- 
tation, tliu< exclaiinfMl: — 

Thou moon, that gildVt the azure 
sph(TO, 

Art thou tlie fair oiieV lovtdy bmw'r 
Or the rioli jewel in her ear, 

Or the o^nld hoopof liea7(‘n art thou? 
Or art thou placed all earth to awe — 
An arch of triumph for the Shall? 

lie wa> att'.ichcd tn iln* I'ln nf iho 

Siiti"', like aliiKwl all dn* lO'i'at j>oct>. aial 
hi*5 Licncrallv hrc.uhc the '^aino 'ipirii 

which animate*^ them. 

MVSTKWL OIU: 

What are both worlds but the sio*ii 
That presents Almighty Love? 
What are beauty^s rays divine, 

But the beams that round Him move ? 



Siiiro the floods flow tVoin the sea, 
Ijot tlio nVor sw(dl witli pride; 
Scnrce a river ean it be, 

^'ris itself the ocean tide. 

AVlien the small seed springs from 
earth, 

fioaves, and bark, and fruit have birth ; 
But the tree so stately grown, 

\V"as and is a grain alone. 

BIa(‘e thyself, oh, lovely fair! 

Where a thousand mirrors are; 
^J^iough a tliousand faces shine, 
is but one — and that is thine. 

Then the painb'r’s skill allow. 

Who could frame so fair a brow. 
What are lustrous eyes of flame. 
What are cheeks the rose that shame. 
What are glances wild and free. 
Speech, and shape, and voice — but He? 



MVST1« AL onr. 


oil, l)(‘liol(l tlio fjiii-! — 

fiazo upon tlioiii a< tlioy crlide, 
For tlioir ^laiioos (*iin explain 
Soci‘(‘ls hid from all hesnle. 
lieanty first was M*nr to (\*irth 
]hit to giv(' (hn^(^>tion birth; 

And Moasi pize-? fin 

1hll hi'' sen^'C and rest are o«»no. 

Ho is sunk and ^nven up 

To those eyes, and to the cu|). 

Since that radiant bnan jiassed by, 
Writhed, like twisted h.>ek''. Hie; - ‘ 
And, like whec'H that waters lurn, 
Now 1 gn>an, and sigh, and burn. 
1 am lost — so frail and weak! 
Vainly for myself 1 seek. 

In the east I saw a star, 

Whieh allured me fnmi afar; 

And I gavt' my life to gaze, 
Though I jierish in its blaze. 



MVPTTrAL ODE. 







Beauty! source of joy and pain; 

Beauty ! that no words can speak ; 
Mejnoun^s eyes must fixed remain 
On tlie rose of Leila^s (‘heek. 

And in Lovers great empire where 
Is a face so heavenly fair? 

When I look on thee no more, 
Eden tempts mo witli its store; 
And the Tuba^-*’^ vainly thrf>\vs 
O^erthe scene her perfumed boughs. 
I a Paradise can own 
AVhen I gaze on 1'heo alone. 



Lo! I die, and carry hen(*e 
Nought of profit nor offmico; 

After ]ife\s brief toil is past, 

I am base and poor at last. 

When both worlds T thus i-esign. 
Why should hell or heaven be mine? 
Who shall read his future lot ? 

I am blind, and see it not. 

On the board Moasi traced 
But two lines — how soon effaced ! 
They his destiny may show, 

But their meaning who shall know? 




KH AKAM ‘21 

Kuvkwi Ill -nlinidi* iik<‘ Iji-- ff*l- 

l<i\v jnijiil l»ut liaviiiiT liirn- 

fr<»iH (’niirl witJioni in onltT 

1<> r*iijny it. In* w.i'' jiur-ncl hv or<lt r nf 
Manucliolu'r, ami rnnliiie‘1 fnr <«*v#*n months 
in ihn t'oitrn^- of Sch.iliraii. xslmre lit* hrnl 
friMjin'nt ronvorsation- ^^ith nort lin (.‘aj^tivo 
( 'lirislian^, and \vnir«* a }j*K*ni in praise of 
( hrisiianity. \o\ ortlndes-, after liL- re- 
In* niridt' a jnki^riniaire to MeciM, aial 
wrote a Lissit/rfi on the ]ounn*v. in whidi 
he deNorihe^ tin* ]»eriK of tin* desert. 

'Idiere i*^ an odtl st4irv told of him and 
his ])atron. who appear^ to h.ive heen a dan- 
gerous p(?rson to deal witii. The poet >eni 
a letter to the priiiee r(^|ue''ting a present 
of a UK a Inrt^ of ht'r<: at whieh the 

patron was so inueh offended, that lie 
should have the iKddiiess t(» fetter his 
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TIIK LYNX AND TJHv BKKS. 





^ t 

* * j generosity with an or, that ho sent an order 
for him to he instantlt/ put to death. 

. . 'Fhe terrified hard to screen hims(*lf, threw 
the hlamo on a fly smeared with lioney whicli, 
lie said, liad hlotted the point und<T tlie word 
U'ith ( ha and made it (i/a ). nr. insisting tliat 
he h id hegnfid t\,]* ^ lynx and a hive of he<.*s 
also. 'Thij inL''t!niou< (‘Xj»e<li(‘nt sncc<M‘di>d, 
ajid )i(‘ ^r'^^caped. 

llis dratli took pla<*e at Tabriz, A.D. 
1 ist; V. II. :,si>). Ho is c<»ii'>iilered tin* 
nio^t l<‘arn(!(l of tin* hric poeN of l*(‘r‘'i:i. 

'I’lie tollowiriu' i«- <*nnoii>, from the n*peti- 
tioji at th(‘ einl <d’ (Mch si mza: the poet 
seeni'' ill love with an unkinovn heauty: — 

(, VZKI. 


Oh, waving cypress! cheek of rose! 

()h, jasrnine-breatliing bosom! say, 
1’ell me each charm that round her glows; " 
\V"ho are ye that my liotirt betray; 
Tyrant unkind! to whom I bow. 

Oh, life-destroyer! — who art thou? 


I saw thy form of waving grace! . ; 

I heard thy soft and gentle sighs; , ^ 

I gazed on that enclianting face, V 

/ And looked in thy Harcisi^tis 
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Oh! by the hoj)es fcliy smiles allow, 
Bright soul-iiispirer ! — who art thou? 

Wherever she walks, amidst the shades, 
Where pt'rfumed In'aciiitlis inu loyf^^ 

Danger her ev’ry ^lam-e pervad** 

Her bow is bent on friend ^ and 
Thy rich ehet‘k shames the ro>e — iliy 
brow 

Is like the young inonn — wlioart thou? 

Thy poet-slavo lias dared to drain 
Draughts tliy beauty, till his s(ail, 
Confused and lost in ph‘a'^ing [>ain, 

Is fled beyond In'- «*wn eontrol. 
What Ijliss can life ataaud me now 
But once to know thee I — who art thuu? 



"1 
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OMAI{ KHIAM. 


0\im; wM'^ Mill- nf i1n‘ nin-.i HMiinrkiil'le, as 

AV(‘ll as tlie of’ t]if‘ }km1s 

i>i' IVrsia, at th«* latter fMi»l of tlir t\V(‘ll’tli 
conturv. IIo was altni»rtlier nrjin’ocedi'iite*! 
ill niLjaid to tlie f roe* loin t>i' liis ivliLiiouM 
opjnioii>; or. ratlna-. liis l>ol(llles^ in di'iiounc- 
inii liyjiorriM' and intoleraiua*, ami tlie en- 
lightened vitnvs he l<M>k (d‘ tin* fanatii’i^ni 
and inifttaken «le\(»tion (d’ \\\^ eoiintrvnu'n. 
lie may he <-.dled the \ Oltaire oi Persia, 
tlioiiLdi hi^ uritiii'i'^ are not calcidaled to 
sliock Ihiropoan notions >.o nim h as tho-^etd’ 
tlie folhnveT'' of the Proj»h<^t. Th(*|nie>ls 
were his o'reat enemies, jmd lu» wa'^ jjeen- 
liarlv liated hy tlie fals«* df*votee.s, whose arts 
he exfioM'd. llis indulLieiiee to otlier ereiaU 
L^’eal offence, and lii*- lilxM’tv of s]»eeeh 
drew down n|MHi liim continued «‘en-nre: yet 
wa> he extremely |iojmlar, and his c<»m|)osi- 
tion^ were read W'lth avidit\ hy thonc w h(» did 
not come niuler the head of hi^ots. and the 
admiratn*!) <d this chms consoled linn h^rthe 
emiiiiy of the otlier 

He was horn at JSidiaponr, and devoted 
inncli i)i llis time to the study of astronomy, 
of whieli science he wa." a learned ]>rofefiMa*; 
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nMKH KHIAM. r,7 

but it is .'ibsortofi ]>y liib ill-wixhers. th;it 
mst(^;ul of hi', Miidies lorulinff liiiii to tbo 
ack'Uo\vlr<lLrriioiit i»f the jiowor of tlu- Su- 
])reinii ]»roin|»tfMi him to •li'j- 

helicf. ^rhe rosiiil of lii- nul<"< ti wis oii this 
important subject i> LO\eii iii a potuii of hi^, 
much celebrate*!, uiuler the title ^^if Jiubajat 
Omar Khiam. 

lie was the frieicl of llassan ^aUih. the 
founder of , the ^ect of the A>^«^'»in^: and. 
It ha*' be(ai ci»u ject urf^l. as>i''t<*<l him in the 
eMabli^linieiit ef hi- dialiobcal tloclriiK'- and 
fell<)wshi]». Some dlowam-e mu<l. howe\er. 
1 m made, ior the prejudice- of his hislonans. 
^^ho would, ni cour.-e, neirh ct nothing cal- 
culated to ca.-t odium (Ui t»ne >o inimical to 
their .-upersi irion^. 

( >mar Khiam '<»M*m- pariicularlv to direct 
lli^ -itire aLlaill^l tin* mv-tici-m of Moa.-i, 
ainl the re-i of the .My-tn' 

'riie fi*ll''winL' will 'ine an idea ol hi? 
coinp<'<ition-: — 

l*Jt()FKS,'sroN OF FAITH. 


Vc who sock for jiioiis fame, 

And that light sliunld gildytuir iiaino, 
Bo this duty iioVr forgot, — 

Love your neighbour — harm him not. 



PUOFKSSIOX O!’ KAITir. 


«S 

To Tlieo, Great Spirit, f nppeal, 

Who eaii’st the ^ates of triilli iinsoal; 
I follow none, iior ask the way 
Of nioii who ^o, lik(* iiu* astray; 

They perish, but Thou eairst not ilie, 
But liv^at to all oteniity. 

Such is vain rnairs uncertain state, 

A little niakt\s him base or threat; 

One haiulshall hohl the Ivorarrs scroll, 
^riie other raise tin* sparklini^ bowl — 
One sriv^es, and one coinlennis tlu‘ soul. 

'riie tiMn|)Ie I fretpient is hit’ll, 

A turkis-vaulted dome — tln^ sky, 
ddiat spans the worlds with maji^sty. 
\ot quite a .Moslem is my ereetl, 

Xor (juite a (iiaour; iny faith, indeed, 
May startle some who hear me say, 

IM ffive my pilgrim staff away, 

And sell iny turban, for an hour 
Of mii.sic in a fair oiie\s liower. 

IM still tlie rosary for wine, 

Though holy names around it twine. 
And p!*ayer8 the pious make so long, 
Are turned by me to joyous song; 
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. , PUOFKSSION' OF FAITH. #» ^ 

r^f Or, if a prayer I should repeat, 

It is at my belovecrs feet. 

l'li(‘y blame me that my words are 
(dear; 

Hiwaiisi* I am what I app(*ar; 

Nor do iny acts my words belie — 

At leii<t, I >liH!i hypocrisy. 

It happened that but yesterday 
J marked a ])oft(‘r b(‘atincr clay, 

IMk* earth '«i>ok(‘ (»ut — Why dost 
thon .^tnki^’' 

Both thou and I are born alike; 

Though some may ^ink and some 
may soar, 

W e all are (’arth, and nothing mort*.’’ 

^ Hi'* \ t*r‘-e'. iM .'i Uf.miv aji»i vn iae 

arr niiudi (‘^n-ena .i ; — 


OAZr.L. 



Nature made mo love the rose, 

And liiy hand was forme(l nhnie 
l^hiis the wine cup to enclose; 
Blame t lam — ye, the goblet foes, — 
Nature’s fault, and not my own. 










IN PRAISE or WINE. 


When a Honri form appears, 
Which a vase of ruby boars, 
Call me Giaour if then I prize 
All the joys of Paradise! 


TN PRAISE OF WINE. 

Monies first rays are glimmering 
From the skies the stars are creeping; 
Rouse, for shame, the goblet bring, 
All too long thou best sleeping: 
Open those narcissus eyes, 

Wake — be happy — and be wise? 

Why, ungrateful man, repine. 

When this cup is bright with wine? 
All my life I’ve sought in vain, 
Knowledge and content to gain; 

All that nature could unfold. 

Have 1 in her page unrolled; 

All of glorious and grand 
I have sought to understand. 

^Twas in youth my early thought, 
Riper years no wdsdorn brought, 
Life is ebbing, sure though slow, 
And I feel I nothing know. 







THE VANITY OF REGRET. 7 

Bring the bowl ! at least in this, 
Dwells no shadowed distant bliss; 
See; I clasp the cup whose power 
Yields more wisdom in an hour 
Than whole years of .study give. 
Vainly seeking how to live. 

Wine dispenses into air, 

Selfish thoughts, and selfish care. 
Dost thou know why wine I prize? 

He who drinks all ill defies: 

And can aw^hile throw off the tlirall 
Of self, the God we worship — all ! 

■V ■, * V.' 

THE VANITY i)F IIEI'.RET. 
Nothing in this world of ours 
Flow.*^ as we w^ould have it flow ; 
What avail, then, careful hours, 

Thought and trouble, tears and woe! 
Through the shrouded veil of earth, 
Lifers rich colours gleaming bright 
i Though in truth of little worth, 

; Yet allure with meteor light. 

^ Life is torture and suspense; 

Thought is sori'ow — drive it hence ! 

I With no will of mine I came. 

With no will depart the same. 




KuoVst thou wlienco the hues are 
drawn 

Which the tulip’s leaves adorn? 

’Tis that blood has soaked the earth, 
Where her beauties had their birth. 

Know’st thou why the violet's eyes 
Gleam with dewy ])urple dyes? 

'Tis that tears, for love nntnu*, 
Bathed the banks where first she ^rew 

If no roses bloom for mo, 

Thorns my only flowers must be: 

If no sun shine on my way, 

Torches must provide my day, 

Let me drink, as drink the wdse : 
Fard(»n for our weakness lies 
In the cup — for Heaven well know, 
When I first to being sprung, 

I should love the rosy dew, 

And its praise would oft be sung. 
'Twere impiety to say 
We would cast the cup away, 

And bo votaries no more, 

Since it was ordained before. 
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tended* ri<licule tlie Lelief in j>r€*dc«tina- 
tien, carried te ro^ al>fiiird an extent liy 
Mahommcdiins in genenil. Keland cites 
these lines on tlie Kiihject: — 


4 That which is written must arrive; 

' \ ^Tis vain to murmur or to strive: 

Give up all thouglits to God, for he 
Has fixed thy doom by his decree: 

^ All good, all ill, dej)end8 on fate, — 

' The slaves of God must bear — and 
,» wait. 

' This belief in ]>rc<lcstination extends to 

every ere ited thiiijr, not beinjr confined to 
^ man alone. Sadi^ relates, in his “(Tulistan,’' 
\ a story of a tislieniian, who had caufrht a tish 
winch his streiiLTth did not allow him to 
drag to sliore: fearing to b<‘ drawn int4> the 
■J river himself, he abandoned his line, and 
the fish swam away with tlie bait in his 
f mmath. His companions nax'kcd him, and 
|f he rofdied: — **Wliut could 1 do? This ani- 
mal escaped lavaiise his Iasi hour, fixed by 
fate, w.a« nett yet o<*nio. Fate governs aJl, 
\ and the fisherman cannot overwune it more 
than another, nor can he catch fish, if fate 
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it was the will of fate to preserve its life/' 
The poet »\dds — “Oh m'ui! why shouhlst 
thou fear? If thy hour is not come, in vain 
would thy enemy rush against thee with his 
lance in rest: his iirms and hLs feet would 
be tied by fate, and the arrow would Ixj 
turned away, though in the hands of the 
most ex[)ert archer/' 

A father is made thu^ to speak to his 
son: — “Honours and riches are jiot the 
fruits of ojir efforts, tlierefore lovc thyself 
na useless trouble: tlnw cannot be ol^tained 
by force, and all efTort*> are of no more ser- 
vice than coll\Tium on the cve.-< of ilie blind. 
Thou may St be a jirodigv of genius, hut all 
thy acquiretnents are of no avail, \f fate m 
iitjuinnf ihp*," 

A poet’s version of the same idea runs 
thus: — 


Beproac'h me not, and vainly say — 
^^Why idly thus, from day tu day, 
Let every good pass by tliy door, 
Nor swell by industry thy store!'' 

I answer, — labour, toil, and pain. 
Prudence, wit, foresight, — all is vain. 
Travels are useless: some succeed. 
But others but to failure lead. 
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THE WISDOM (yr THK SrPREMK- zr, 

Fates rules — the miser counts his 
heaps. 

And Fortune crowns him whilst ho 
sleeps! 

' a 

The p<K3m\vhK-h follows, by Omar (’hijim, 
is in }i strain of philoM^pliy of a hi^rlifir order. 


TIIJ; WISDOM OF THK SUPREME. 
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All wo so(» — ahnvo, amuiul — 

Ts hut built on fairy irronud: 

All we trust is empty sliado 
To deceive our reason made. 

Tell me not of Paradise, 

Or the beams of liouris^ eyes; 
Who the truth of tales can tell, 
Cunning priests invent "O well? 
He who leaves this mortal shore, 
Quits it to return no more. 

In vast life's unbonnded tide 
They alone content may gain. 
Who can good from ill divide, 

Or in ignorance abide — 

All between is restless pain. 
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FLU^\ Llib 


& BIRD^ 


B\ AZ/ LJ)PI\ El MOCiDB^-SI (30) 

Loiinfiom bird^ and flrmerb, oh man 
A irtiifs tint nm Id un n im 
Andth< rfmlU iflh unould in 
Know thy f ulin^fv ir the hamc 
The fill narcis«ns hunibh <^ 1 1 ’ 
Reflet ting on hci lowlj birtn 
And ttelintr ^ ituit pi one t > ill 
Inclines her soft eyes to the earth 





He Were all 

Prom tr^to with ra[)id wing. 
He flits, with love* in evVy tone; 
So volati^lOj so (lehr»naire, 

4 As though he never knew a care. 
But ah! how nnieli art thou deceived 
His heart is filled uith pensive pain 
Forearth^s frail lot his soul is grieved 
He sees her glory's fleeting train, 
And how each beauty withers fast, 
Nor leaves a shadow ^^llere it pas>ed 
He knows that ruin soon will seize 
The sweetest flowers, the fairest trees 
He knows the garden will decay, 

,! And marks it fading dav bv dav. 
Thus, if aright thou read bis song, 

It tells of grief the whole year long! 

" Know’st thou why round the 


^ Know’st thou why round the 

dove ^ v'i , 

^ A collar is to tell 

the faithful slave love, 
^ervefifiU those wht> serve him 
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FLOWERS AM) RTRPS 
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i The swallow leaves his lowly nest 
And hies him to a foreig-n shore: 

He loves with courtly man to i‘est, 
From whom he learns a hisfher lore 
Than if he kept amongst his kind, 
Nor sought w ith care to store his mind. 
And men the welcome swallow prize. 
For he a kindly guest is known; 

No base or solfish end he tries, 

But friendly converse s(‘t‘ks alone. 


^ , 1 


The owd has h^arnt the woi'ld^s d(‘c(M’t, 
Its vanity and strugirles vain; 

And deems it Hatlery unmeet, 

A thought from n^ason to obtain. 
Apart from the pertidions throng, 

Fn wdsdotn^s contemplative mood. 
To Heaven she giv(‘S her wdiole life* long, 
And steals to holv siditnde. 






, 'I’he peacock, wedded to tlit‘ world, 

' Of all hel‘ gorgeous ])luiiiage vain, 

' With glowing banners wide unfurled, 

! Sweeps slowly by in proud disdain; 

• ^1 But in her heart a torment lies. 

That dims the lustre of those dyes; j 
She turns away her glance — but no, ' 
*1 Her hideous feet appear bolow ! i 
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'C ,* i And fatal echoes, deep and loud, 

, J Her secret mind^s dark caverns stir; 
> • • She knows, thoug-h beautiful and proud, 
^ ^ That Paradise is not for her. 

' , ' For, when in Eden^s blissful spot 

Lost Bblis tempted man, she dared 
To join the treacherous an gel ^s plot, 
j ‘ ^ And thus liis crime and sentence 
shared. 

- Her frightful claws remind her well, 

; / 'Of how she sinned and how she fell; 
And when they meet her startled eyes, 
Her fearful shi*ieks appal the skies! 
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‘ ^ The parrot talks and does his best " * p 
To makelife pass, with cheeid'ul mien, . '' ; * 'j 
In hopes that in the regions blest v '."i 
1 Ma!i will befriend and take him in. • 


The bat retires to some lone cell, ^ ’ 

Where worldly noise can ne^er , , 1 
intrude; ! ' ' 1 

Where he in shade may calmly dwell, \ ; 

And spend the day in solitude. p;* j 
Modest and peaceful, well he knows / ♦ 
How frail is man, how falso his ways; > J 
Andturns hirnfrom day^s empty shows^ t- 
} And from the sun^s intenaperate blaze. 





When he uiaj at( h and {raze u 
Then he retires to muse onee m 
On all her beauty^s v\oiu1i(Mis a 
And feels fair night has ( h.ii rns to 

To which day’s gai ish rnvs are djn# 

A 

The bee draws tiirth fnnn 

flovvei ^ 

S w eet dew s, that sw (‘11 h is golden 
But nc\er injuiis by his kiss, 

Thoae who h we made him ru h m Mi| 

The moth, though tortiii(‘d b\ tlH‘ 

Still ho\eis round and lov< s tlu‘ s(l^i 
Nor is hia tond attachment less — 
he whiKper8;/^c{iu it 
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Ni7\mi, the fir^l of tho “romantic 
jx^ct'^,” fl jiiiisliod in the sixth year 
of the Hejira, and was surnamed 
(^anjehiir, from his native city m 
tlie |)i oviiif e of Orran, near Berdaa. 

IIi^ pijiicijial works iic called 
fhe/’?i^ the} aie ‘The 

Lo\es ot Kho-»ifi and Shireen,’ 
The Loi ( s of Mfjnoim md Leila ’ 
‘The Siknidfi Nimxli’ (Life of 
Alexindei), The Sc^cn Beiu- 
ties,’ nid i moral pc^em caJled 
V‘The Mioa/ine of M\ atones ’ 

\i/ mil hi'>’-uccccdcd lie’v ondall 
othei jioets on the subject of shi- 

















FARHAD XSJ) SHTRBEN. 

' execute which should retidi#'!^! 

^ mime imiuc^rta^ hut one which, to accompll^^l 
demanded almwt superhuman powers : 
was to clear aw'ay all impediments 'which 
obstructed the passaire of the great moun 
tain of Bcysitoun, at that time impassable 
consequence of its miglity masses of rock and i 
atone. He commanded him, after having- 
don^ this, to cause the rivers on the opposite 
side of the mountain to join. 

Ferliad, notliing daunted, re])lied that he 
would remove the very heart of the rock 
from the king's path; but on condition that 
the lovely Shirecn should ])e the rewartl of ''S 
his labours. Khosru, secretly triumphing " 
■in the conviction that what the artist under- 
took was impossible, consented to his terms, 
and the indefatigable lover began his work. 


^ THE LABOURS OF FERHA^. . 

^ On lofty Beysitonn the lingering flan 
Looks do^^^ oa^'oeaseless l^boiii9,la% 
begun: 

The mountain eoholfi^, 

sound* 
j Of tiling 


rebound. 




' i: :t| 


Ill, 


zS^ 
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86 THE CARVED OAVERNS. 

Eaoli (lay all respite, all repose denied — 
No truce, no pause, the thundering 
strokes are plied; 

The mist of night around her summit 
coils. 

But still hVrhad, the lover-artist, toils, 
And still — the Hashes of his axe 
l)ct\v(*en — 

He sighs to ev’ry wind, ^'Alas! Shi- 
reen 

Alas! Shircen! — my task is well nigh 
done, 

The g(»al ill viewfor which 1 strive alone. 
Love grants mo powers that Nature 
might deny; 

And, w'hatsoeVT my doom, the world 
shall tell, 

Thy lover gave to immortality 

Her name he loved — so fatally — so 
well ! 

The enamoured svulj)t<#r pn»|,>hesi(Hl a- right ; 
for the wonderful eifortfi made I>y this “ slave 
of love” leftitbperidbablo monuin(*iil8 of hi» 
devotion, in the carved caverns which, to 
th]$ day, excite the amazement and admira- 
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THt: STIIKAM OF MILK. HI 

tiou r»f the* tnivullfir who viMts the Kesr-e*- 
Sliire(^n, <ir *' Villii of ShirefMi/’ inj<l 
tlie Htre.'iin eallcfl *)oui->hiir, nr stream of 
niiIk/‘ whieli flow.', from tie* inouinaiii. 
between I laiiiadaii and Ilnlwaii. 

^V^ha^i rir>t (■<»n''trii<'tnil a re'-«>- c»r ' liam- 
b(*r in tlu* roek, wlierein In* <-:irved tlie liLoim 
ol Shi reel i. ne ir lie- fmin .d tie* 
was rejn'('''eiit<*<i ^iirmundod b\* alTendaiit'- 
an<l ^'■u ird-: while in tin* e<*ntn‘ of tlu* cave 
wa.s an iMjue^trian iine nf Klin'ru, cli>thcd 
ill anuour, llie w n?’kni*iii')ii]i so <'\(|UisjTe 
that t!u‘ iiaiU ami bntt<'n-« of tlie >‘oaT of 
mail were cleirlv n» b< -een, and are said In 

1k‘ so An e\'e-H Jtlies^ sav 'AN’lioso 

looks on tlie ^tone would nnanine it to l»e 
animated,*' 'Die diainber and tin* stituo 
remain ^idl there. As Ferliad conmund 
to h(wv aw.iv juecr'. Ilf ilu- ro( k. w hi-h ore 
llL'r n>' UKifit/ i'tthtnitts^ ihe la-k wu- *-o<‘n 
])erformed.. d'lic ve'.ti:;c- i>f the i lii'-el re- 
main, s<» that tin* >enl}»t lives a|>|»ear rei'eiit. 
The horse (»f Khosru was e.\«jnisiiel\ carved; 
it was cad led Shel diz. 
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THK (;HKA’I wokk 


iv ^ 

A 

huiuireir''"* arms wei’t; 
blofk to move 

weak 

o.,o ^ 


Of thousiinds, moiildt'd by I lie hand of ' 
[jove > 

Into fantastic slmpcs and forms of 

^ j Wliicli ( rowd oaeli ''ook of that ina- * ' 

, jobtir ])lace. 

' 'Pile piles irivi* wav, tin* ro(‘ky p(*aks 
divide, 

The stream <‘oine^ ^uslnnir ' *n -.a foam- 
V . . 

ing tid(‘ ! 

A A liiiirlity Work, bw ai^i‘s t<» rtonam, 

The token of Ins passion ami liis pain. 

• A'' flows tiu' mdky flood from AIIah\s 

\ fhnmc, 

* i ^ 

Hashes the torri'iit fnmi the yiidilinj^ 

And sculptured there, amazotl, Ht(*rn 
KhusrA stands, 

;! ^ And sees, with frowns, obeyed liis 
harsh coinrn&Dds; 

the fair beloved, with being ^ ^ 

' rife, 

1 Awakes the glowing marble into life. , 

WJ ■■ 



I Hi: fiUEA'I WORK- s;. 

AIj ! ImpIesH youth; ah! toil repaid by 
woo, — 

A king thy rival and the world tIjv 
foe ! 

Will she wealth, splendour, pomp for 
thee resign? 

And only genin<, fruth, and passion 
tliint* ! 

Around the pair, h'! group'' of courtiers 
wait, 

.\nd sla\a ^ and paL»‘o< erowd ni ^olomn 
slate ; 

From columns iinagt‘d wroath^ their 
garlamU throw, 

And fr(*ttcd roofjs with ^tars appear to 
glow ; 

Fresh loavt*^ and lilosstjni> sianu arouml 
to spring, 

And feathered throngs their l(>ve< are 
murmuring; 

The hands of Peris might have wrought 
tliuse stems, 

Where tlewdri»[^s hang their fragile 
diadems; 
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ALAS' siimiin.V' 


And stringB of pearl and slmrp-cnt 
diamonds shine. 

New from the wave, or recent from tho 
mine. 

^'Alas! Shireen*^^ at every stroke ho 
crie*- ; 

At ever> stroke tresh miracles arise: 

thee tlu^-^e glories and these 
wonders all, 

Ft)r thee I timin|)h» or t<‘r thee 1 tall; 
For thee my life one ecu ‘^eless tod has 
been, 

Inspire iny sonlanew — Ala*^! Shireen !*’ 

Th* t I'^k oi tilt TO il «»f Kho-'Fii A\»is at 
hii.'tli < < (iiipltM* < 1 , .cmI lie kinj h«‘ ird witli 
t\ nl hi- -"IK 1 1 ill iliM < ourth rn w t-re 
ttnititil at till r» -nil lit till ir iidvit e, and 
-<i\v rh It -iiiiK fuithiT «‘irat i_« m was ins es- 
siir\ . ddii \ lle‘M»f<»Tt <*ri_raat d an ojfl uoinan 
whii hail hi'en known to' Kridnid, and lu 
Avlicun he inul confidence, to rejairt to him 
tidin^rs which AM»uld nt oxn'c* tlestroy hw 
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^Thk great pciet Sadi ha esteem^ 
amongKt the Per^iaim as a ma*»- 
ter iti p<»etry and in morality.^ 
He i^ better knimn in Europe 
than any other E w-tern auth<»r 
except Hatiz, and luiis been more 
frequently transLtto<i. .1 ami I’ali** 
him “The Nightingale o£ the 
iiroyc» of Shiraz,” of hu h city 
(which can of l>eiiig the 

birth-place of o^ the mof^t ^ 

ceh‘bn4te<l men of Peraia) he; 
vii,s u iuui\e. 

Nidi wa^ bi^ni about 1 HM, i 
and his life extended, it is said. 
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W THR B051TAX AVJ> rjrLT?iT\N. 

Tho works ot* Siuii aro very riumeroua, 
and all po{>ultir and familiar in every month 
in the fivst. Ilis two L'reitest works are 
the “Rost in” arid “(lulistan/’^^'^ which 
abound in fttrikini*: beanlies, and show groat 
purity of feel in and knowledge of human 
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MlO\I THK HOST AN. 






Smile not, nor think tho legend vain, 
That in old times a worthless stone, 
Such power in holy hands could gain, 
That straight a silver heap it shone. 
Thy alchemist < 'ontcntmerit he. 
Equal is stone or ore to thee. 

The infantas ])ure unruffled breast, 
No avarice nor pride molest: 

He fills his little hands with earth, 
Nor knows that ailTOr has more worth. 

iThe galtan sits in pomp and state, 
And sees the dervish at his gate; 

of wealth the sage has morer 
Than thii^ttiat king, with all his store. 
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TifF TLAFN or i)i^\ppi:\n vvcE u: 

Tiicb is a beggar, worn and .sj)ont, 

To whom a silver coin is thrown; 

Bnfc Fe rid on 11^''“ was n«»t content, 

Though Ajmll^skin^rdoln was his cnvn ! 

M<»-t of tln" pro->i‘ work.- of S:m1i an*. 
iiiiveM widi \or-o. a cu-iom v^ rv _oMi»'raI 
with Orient \\ wntor^. h. evi rv-k^jjartment 
ot port ry h<M*xr*elIf‘«L and all In* t'lUrluMl wa> 
rendered valuaMe: ilio fa\<»uriie ronianee^' 
of IV-rdu wert* not lift nji?Mitii'»‘d l«v Itim. 
hut llie-i' Mil*}'*' aro l''* tier.i'h tli»»u_*ht li- 
hiive lieeii more >iieoe— tullr tnvt'd l»v 
Nizami, ifatiti. and daiiji. 

A variety of romajiti* aiiot dote-* an* toM 
of Sadi in lii.- travel-; tlie folio\>i>, 2 ' 
simrularly \vd«i and ]M.rii*,d: — 

*‘S:idi,'^’^ when in Annenri. ) M ( aim* inmdi 
attached to a voiin^ mm of In- .iwn aLn*. 

Ill tlial eountry ]n*o|.j<Mlied ]K>t lie* irsiural 
dcNith, l*ut on a ]Mrti< ular 'lav. om e a-\e:jr. 
they were in tlie liahit id ineetini: on a 
plain noar their primijnd mtie<. when thov 
occupied thcni'iclves in retTcation and 
amusement, in the mitl<i i*f which indivi- 
duals of every age and rank >vo\ild smhlenly 
stop, make a reverence m the west, |^rd 
up thefr huns. and setting out full speetl 
towards that cj nailer of the desert, urere [t- 
no more seen or heard of. j 

\ ^ ‘ ^ 5 

-•v*- • .* 




, thl: p[A[x or hksaitmimiwcI': 

V- li ul often romirkod tint the r<‘hi- 

tiont< of tliose persons nnele few ohserv alions 
or ex}>l ui:itions on tluhr (lisappear.iin'e. At 
last, on suoh an annix orsarv, Sadi ohsorvoil 
tliat Ills friend was j»rej>arinL^ t<» srt off, when 
ho seized upon his ‘‘O’dle, and in^i^ted upon 
, knowing xvliat it ineaiil. Tlie vonlli solomid v 
enjoined liini to let him l'‘o. he- iluit i}io 
Midi<*-al-ino at. or aiiLnd of diMtln had alreail y 
called on lilin twiro, and mi the third call 
he niiist nhey 111- de-tinx. whetlan- he would 
V , or no; hut Satii kt’pl hi^ hold, and fomnl 

hiin-elf carri^.vl ahniLi xvilh vuv'h \'el(M-itv 
as <leri\tMl liiiu of tlie ]»<*xver of kiiowin,; 
xvliither tliey wvnit. At la>t they ^topped 
in a verdant plain in the midst of thedes<»rt, 
xx'lien tlie voulli «'treteln>d hirn>elf upon the 
. ’ ('arth: the turf opened, and In* xx'as sxval- 

lewed up, 

Sadi threw <lust ox'er the sjhii, larnentml 
y liini in heautiful ver^», and sfM about 

findinir tlie way ha<'k: he had t<i »ross 
f ; ' rixx*rs of niolt<*n ^c»ld, silx'er. and eopjier, 
k. ihroufrh ileserts and wihlerneMses, imtl over 
. X\ ’ ^ mountains of snoxv, before he found himself 
y once more at the place from x\ lienee he iiad 





t jN I lil'L WoKTiL 



Altlioii^li a giMii be* cu.^t awaVj 
Anti lit' olisi-nretl in lica)>8 of flay. 

Its prOfioiis wt»rth i-< >till tin* .saino; 
Altlmiig-li vik* be \\ billed to 

HravtM), 

Tt» ^neb no tii^nit\ i'^ iri'<‘n, 

Still ba>*‘ a^ ben from oartliit came 


<*4 t i 

1 saw tlic tkonon in a tii'ctiin, 

Ibit bow unlike lie '-va-nictl to \>f. 
i'c) all td InM’riidc wc deem. 

Ami all td feartul tlrit we -^ee 
Ills sbajK* was hk»* a cypn*s> b<'ipjl), 

11 IS eves like thox' ibat Ibuiris wear, 
His face as beantifiil as tluajirh 
'Pile niys of Paradise were There. 

I near him eume, ami spoke— “Art 
thou/’ 

1 said, ‘indeed the Kvil One*' 

No aiiLtel has so bright a brt>w, 

Such yet U(» eye has hioked upon. 








Why should nmnkiiMl iimke th>> a jest, 

Whon thou on list shown fiu’olikothis.-' 

Fair as the mi>ou in splonJour drost, 
An oyo of joy, a sinilo of bliss! 

Tho painter draws tiu-e vde to sifjht, 
Our baths thy fright fnl ba-in display; 
They told ino I lion wort bhu k as niLdil, 
Hehold! thou art as fair as day'” 
The lovely vision’s ire awoke. 

Ills voice was loud, and ]>roiid Ins 


mien, 

“Ifelieve not. friend,” ‘twas thus lu' 
S]K>kt‘, 

“That thou my likenessyet hast seen; 
The pencil that my portrait maile 
Was j'liided by an envious t.ie; 

In I’aradisi- 1 man betrayed. 

And he, from hatred, paint.s me so.’ 




A'l TA 11 . 


A r j m:. -.f Niz:i]>')nr. waH 

tlh* “ 'I'lritn.il h(3 

nf tln' L'^PMt >uli :i3i<l Iijh 

]jfV wa-: ut •]•**. «•! loM aijii ♦ . .utoinjtla- 

tinii. !!<• l hj t1i»* n ij’i i»f Niiijali. in 
A.i». 11 111. a;jil. Hi with 

• •lh**r <1 hm] .‘t av*TN 

n,iHi'*]v. that lif 11 I yr^ar-. h waml'l 

lii.it jMMMr’. H th* F i'«’l wa- ia\ Murahh* 
to Imiii i hf»’. h\ tH.i’'.' -t pr* ►{ h--. ►T' 
att il'ii.ij" l*« a * i jr, Hart I'Milai ly llnoa 

\v]i«* tla "'»{<] fio.'tliaO* 

111 ' Lrr*‘at W"ik i' thi- •• Xaiiiali.** 

a Tiiora] niaxiiii'. «'f 

w’hkh ih*- ft'llowijjj .in* — 


'rin: w \ ^ ’i*» pai;aI‘ 1 si: 

th at inhorit Ihinulise, 

^ 1’lu‘so ina\iiii> k(*e]) hf fon* thiiit* f Vt's : 

w So thy hiMirths mirror .'jliall appear, 

> 1 For over shiiiini? bright autl clear. 

,, Give tlianks when fortune smiles 
* - ' ' serene, 

. . He pati'uit when her frown is seen; 

■ y ^ If thou hast sinned, for pardon plead, 
ji* , " . And help shall follow at thy need. 





10-> ATT\r{. 

i }^ But shall ho hope the prize to hold, 

“0 Who with new sins eoneonls the old? 
j- vj Be j)enitent, bo watehful still, 

And fly tlu' votarit's of ill; 

^ v'nX Avoid the j)aths that h\ad t«) vie(*, . 
^ ^ ^ And win thy way t*) Panidise. 


^ THE PliAIsi: OE THE VEMK.UrV. 

Unbounded pr'ai-Ni' to (Jod bo o“iv*(‘ii, 
Who from Ins tliroiu\ the heiL^ht <»f 
heaven, 

i IjOoked oil this handful of frail earth — 
Unriotic'(*d maii ’^ — and oav o hnu birl h. 


( )n Adam biTMlhed, and bade rhi‘ wave 
Pause, and his servant, Noah, >aV(‘; 
'riie ti-mpot, with His t(Ma*ors elad. 
And sw epl IV' an <‘aiTh the t riia ot' Ad. 

* And for Hi> “friend,* '*' t Mi ! blissful 
nana* ! 

Ti) rose.s f-hanireil a bed of llanu*: 

'riie smallest insect, at His uill, 

, Beeonu*s an instrument of ill.'**' 


H(? spoke, the sea uVrwhelms His fo(\s, 

, - And the hard ro<*k u camel ;^rows! '**“ 

^ "rho iron turns, at His cornmatul, ^ 

I'o [diant wax, in David’s Imnd.'^'** 








» ATTAIN lo.{ 

\ To Solomon lio His swny, 

And bade the Hives his sij^ii obey/*'' 
To one a diadem is given, 

Another's lieail tlie soir has riven. *" 

impartial in His goodness still, 

Ivpial to all is good <>r ill. 



One lies on I'ersian silk reelitied, 

On#‘ naked in a frozen wind; 

One sr^arre ran (*ount lii*-* heap*' of i>Vi\ ; 
One faints with hunger at the door. 

Ho bade a virgin's child appear,'*'*' 

And made an infant's witness elear. 

The dives beforf‘ His vengeance Hy, 

Hy hosts (»f stars expelled the skv.*'’*' 
And kiiigs, wh.i hold tln^vurld intlirall, 
At His great word to ruin fall. 
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honour^ ihoro, mnloi iln* '1" 




' ininution of Shall Moh:iiimn*tI 
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KlMnzni. 

lie was ail enthu*‘ia'*I j • fi^lJownr 





of t]i(‘ ‘InctriiH’ of llio Siiti.>, ai.*l Ijor.inif ><• 
(•(‘l<‘liral('«l av |in*a»‘liiM' aiiil »‘\|m»mii*1»t ifial 
ja*nj*lt‘ lltM'ko*! Ir(*m all p.irt^ .>1 l*rr«'i.i t<* 
la.ir him Ift* <li**«i in (In* yc.ir 

nl tin,* Ifrjira i \.l). I2»hi). 

Ill-' "<•11 liiin In-.ni «‘i tin* 

hr('t, hut Mirj»a>s**«I In*' failnT. ni't »,nl\ in 
tin* |M*i*(i]hir \irt(n*>' an<i altainiin nt" nf (hn 
Sufi-i, hnt hy hi?* s|»h*inlhl imrinal j:rnin>. 
liOliri**! fn»m lln* wnrhl, wholly ah^orhc*! in 
iiu*<lita(ion, ainl in a total forgot fulin sh'^'- * of 
liih umteria] lu* nrv*T appoarfHl to 

men exoe})t U* reveal the angiit^i M'crclH of 
hw inynteriou^ doctrine* and lining the iiu>f»t 
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mocltil of a Safi, this “prei^ioiiH j>eiirl 
of the of mysftieigm quitted thin fra<^rile 
world " ijj A.i>. i27*2t at tlie a^e of sixty-nine 
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years. 

His fainouH ]XK'ms ar«‘ into a 

Look ealled “ Knllyat-a] Mif-^novy:” lliey are 
ii:«‘iic*ndly rejrardfMl a*' ilie most perfect iiunjels 
of tile inyslie style: but 11*^ ol>seurit\ Ls u 
^roat oljstaeJe to the th<«rough cxmi[>rehen- 
sion ol’ (he eomp(»siti<jns. “There is/* 
siys Sir William donos “:i depth and so- 
lemnity in lii-^ work** mie^qriallcHl hy any jHH*t 
'•(’ thi> ela.'^M (‘ven Haliz must he eonsidemi 
inferior to him.** 

A I’ersiaji entie was aske»l how it liap- 
pened tluit tlio two miM eelehratel Pergi:m 
Sufi poet^ should differ s<* much in their 
doscriptioii of love. 

Ilaliz oh^erves: — **liO\e, at tir^t 
appt'areil ea>v, Liit afiorward> fidl td' dith-* 
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culties.** 

Tlie Mcadali, m direet opposition. >avs; — 
“Love at first reseinldes a murderer, that 
he may ulai ni all ho are without his }>ale." 

“Toor Hah?.," says the critic, “did not 
find out till the last what the wiser M<*«dah 
saw at a Ldance.’’ 

The folk nving is a s|K>ciincn o( his lighter 
poetry — 
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(^tween thofM? Who iHindoinnc3*^n3f ^,v * 

who admiral the pc^t. The formc^r ohj^sct€*d 
to his beiiig buried in ooiiisecraiod ground; 


>n<nir 
length 
(h'.’id 
folhiwin 
€01X10 at wee:- 

your steps from the ob?^"- 

TIn 

will ri.s<? into IWadlse/' 

His tuinh. near Shiruz, has l>een, from 
that day, viMti'd as a s;if r€*d j^pot by |»ilL^riins ^ 
of all aLiO'^: tho pku*o of hL« birth i< ludd in 
vonomtion, and thoro is not a Persian \i ho>e 
heart does not echo his strains; ainl i> there 
a poet's in HiiLrlaiid whudi di>es not ro>iM>n<l >' 




poet 
h> the 


jM>nd 
hv Sir William 





no 


HAFIZ HAZKLf?. 


following Kniiidtih and Gaz^^ls/''^^ In Avliich 
Sir William J<mns alone could do justice: — 


THK FEAST OF SIM:1\<;. 


My l»ronsf is filli‘d with rosos. 

My cup is crowno<i with wine; 

And by iny >i(lo rcjH>scs 
The maid I luiil as mine. 

The inonarcb, \vhorcsn\‘r he he. 

Is but a slave cuiupaivd to me! 

Tliere i^lare no torches tlirowini^^. 

Shall in our bower hv found; 

H(T oyt‘<, like moon-beains flowing*, 
Cast litrht enoutrli around: 

And >v(‘ll all odours J can span*, 

A\^h(j scent the perfume of her hair. 

^rhe honey-dew thy charm ini^ht 
l>orrow. 

Thy lip alone to me is sweet; 

When thou art absent, faint with sorrow, 
1 hide mo in some lone retreat. 

Why talk to uie of power or fame, 
What are those idle toys to me? 

Why ask the praises of ray name; 

My joy, my triuraph is in thee! 




>OSf<^«SE 


n\n/ 

How blest am 1’ utouad me, suelliii 
The notes of melodj aiise; 

1 hold the cup, with juicc' e\(clliDg', 
And gaze upon thy nidiaiit eye ^ 

Oh, Hafiz ^ — never ^\aste tin lionr*' 
Without the (Up, the lutt, and lov<*' 
F<»r ’tis th(* tiiiif < f flowers 

And iiont* thi m‘ inoiiu nt >li ill n ju < a 
The nightin gaits anunul thee siug, 
It IS the jo\ouN fc a^'t oi spimg 


IHF V} \vO\ Ml lin 


Stiing the Iwe’ — 1 ms I'oiluiie t vei 
(intMi to inc^n i»f ^\olllJ llan dm '' 
^riien, siiu e Mini ill tiuh.ivour, 
And we Si oi 11 hi 1 in ilu i to », 

Wh> nIhuiM wt ufu^e to ^Ihiie 
All the joj s tlieM* liourN prepare' 
Now the uir filled with inirih, 
Now the roses spring fn»m larth, 
Now they bloom, but now alone, — 
Fear not, though the wise lepi'ove, 
Kr© their soft perfuuie be gone, 
Raise the soul to verse and love. 
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ir vriz-'(JAZKU' 


Oil Hafiz!— it wore slianie to say, {J 
— In nightingales like us ^twero 
treason ; — 

Tliat we, who make the nmgie lay, 

Sang not in the rose's season. 
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THK OMKX. 

This morninj? 1 rosolvcd, nt last, 

All idlo thoughts fur heiifo to cast, 
And in repentance si 00 )) niy soul, — 
Forgot the roses and the bo'vl! 

“Oh, let some omen ho niy guide. 
And I will follow it,” 1 cried : 
lJut say, alas! what could 1 do." 
'Twas Spring, that breaker of all 
vows; — 

I saw the trees their leaves reiunv, 

I saw fresh roses on the boughs ; 

I saw the merry cup go round, 

My rivals with enjoyment crowned ! 
Whilst I, a looker-on, must see 
All gay and full of hope but me ! 




I r 
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One draught! — but oiiel — tliat drunk, 

I fly 

At once this dangb'ous company. 

Ihit, ah ! sin cairio! — as binls tr» liglit, 
My heart expanded at Ikm* 

And every strong rc‘so]ve i^ave ^^?ly — 
My rivals saw me blest as they! 

1 Ml seat Tuy love amidst tlie bower, 
Witli rosy garlands bind iier hair; 
Wreath rouml Iter arms the jasmine 
flow(*r, 

'rhaii tle»s(' wliite chains more swef^t 
and fair, 

Away! — 1 was not born a sage; 

Am I the censor of flu* age?' — 

Is mine a pru'-^t’s or judge’s part, 

M’o chide at mirth and lovt' like this 1 
Klated, like the ro--e, my heart 
MMirows olT its shrouding veil for bliss. 
Why should I censure wine 1 till full 
'Fo her, the kind, the beauriful. 

If but one kiss I shoulil obtain, 

Youth and delight were mine again; 
And I another age should live. 

Such power the smiles of beauty give. 




• 114 HAFIZ-aAZELS. 

Reproach ine^ thou, ye wise, no iiior(3, 
Xor say 1 joy in pleasure ; 

\ Let all behold iiiy cnj) run n\»r, 

; While harp and lute keep joyous 
: , measure. 


* ■ ON nis ru WMLS. 

* * # 

• I’ho world to me has betm a homo; 

; . Wherever knowlodpj’c* could bo soujrht, 

» \ Through differing i limos I loved to 
^ « roam, 

* And every shade of feolinir caui^^ht, 

" From minds, whose varied fruits 

*:'! sni.ply 

The food of my philosophy. 

\ Ami still the treasures <»f my store 
Have made my wanderings less sev(‘ri* ; 
- ^ From every spot Home pri/.e I bon‘, 

^ From every harvx'st gleaned an ear. 

^ : , But find no land can ever vie 

♦ X, With bright Shiraz in purity; 

„ * xVnd blest for ever be the .spot 
" « Which makes allother climes forgot ! 





rsAZRL ox ins lovk. 

Sweet breeze! her breath thy mur- 
murs bear, / . - 

The perfume of her sigh is thine; * 

But dare not play amidst her hair, , \ - 
For every golden curl is mine! 

( )h, rose ! what radiant liueshast thou, * ; ^ 
That in lier face loss brightly glow! 

Her lovo is joy without regret, * : 

While briars and thorns thy bloom I 
beset. 



Oh, o])cning buds ! — her cheeks mure / , ^ 
fair, 

For ever rosy blushing are. 

Narcissus! — thou art pale of hue, * 

Her eyes that languish, sparkle too; : * 
1 tell tlieo, gently waving j)ine ! ^ 

More grac(‘ful is her form than thine. 

Oh, my rapt soul ! if thou had<t ])ower / ^ * 
^J'o choose all blessiners earth'can give, * * ' • 
Is there a In^ttor, richer dow(*r, • 

Than for her tenderness to live ! • 


Come, ray sole love! from those dear 
eyes 

; Thy Hafiz is too long aw^ny ; 

Come, give his heart the sweet 


. surprise, 

» ", Though ^twere but for a single day! 


^ • V 








MYSTIC OPE. 




In \vi(l(» Kternity’s vast space, 

Where no beginning was, wvvi 'Tlioii: 
* The rays of all-pervinliiiLT L^raet* 

Beneath thy veil Hain{‘tl <»n thy bn)W. 
Then Ijoveantl Nature spran^jc to birth, 
And Lift' and IV'anty tilled flu* eai’tli. 

Awake iny Soul ! ])()iir fortli thy |)rai''e, 
^I'o that ^reat lh*in^ antluMus I'aist* — 
Tliat wondrous Ai‘<‘hiteer who said, 
'‘He formed,’^ and this ^reat orb was 
made. 

Since fir.st 1 heard th(' blissful .^f>nnd — 
"To man m\ spirit’s i)r(*alh is ji*iven;'* 
1 knew% with thankful !M‘!^s profound, 
il is sons >ve are — our ilofm* is lli'avcm. 
Oh! giv(‘ me tidinj^s that shall ttdl 
When I may hope with Tluu? to ilwell, 
Idiat 1 may quit this wnrld of pain, 
Nor seek to be its guest again. 

A bird of holiness am I, 

That from the vain world's net would 
fly; 
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Slicd bounteous Lord, one cheering 
showe^r, 

Frf)ni thy pure cloud of guiding power, - 
Ih*fore, even yet, the hour is come. 
When my dust rises tow'ards its home. 

Wliat are our deeds? — all worthless, 
all- 

Oh, bring Devotion\s wdne, 

That .strength u])on inv soul may fall, 
From drops thou mad’st divim*. 

Tlu‘ world’s posst‘ssi<)ns fado and fliu*, 
'Piu* only good is — lovdng Tliee ! 

Oh, happy hour! when I shall rise 
From (‘arth’s delusions to tlu' ski(*s, 

Shall tiud my soul at rest, and greet 
d'lu' traces (»f my h)ved on(‘^s feet: 
Dancing with joy, whirled on with speed, 
Like' moats, that gorgeous sunbeams 
feed, 

Ontil I reach the fountain bright, 
Whence yonde-’ sun derives his light. 


The reputation of llaii/, has n(4 suffered 
fnun time, and he is still held in as miu h 
> ^ esteem as Sliakspere wall us. In an amu>in^ 
satire on the custom.^ and manners of the 
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In ’'ji! 












, 118 THE WOMEX OF RltlRAZ. 

* women of Peraiii, called “ Kitfibi KiilHUin 
V Naneli,” which in its style is in it unlike 
' the Sirventes of the Troubiulours, arc the 
» folloAving j)a8sagos illustrative of tin* delight 
taken in the pocit’s verses. 

‘‘The women of Shiraz have remurkalilc 
tiuste in minstn^Ky, and arc devote*! to the 
memory of Haliz. 

“ Every woman should be insinuated iji 
the art of playing on the (fifni, or tanibo- 
rine: and she in turn must tea^h it tn her 
daughters, that th(‘ir time may lie pas-eil in 
joy and mirth: and the of Ilatiz, 

alxH’o all others, must he renuanhered. If 
it 80 Innipen that neither a thfnt imlLmlnv 
nor a sththh' is in th*‘ hou-i*', at anv rate 
there sjiould he a Innss (h,sh and a mulh't 
for the j)urjio-.e of prodin ing mn>ie.'’ 

Tin* ojiinioii of the learned lh‘vie'/ki,“’*> 
given by Sir William »b me-*, that llahz was 
an ca 7</7Y /hW, and ridi**nleil tin- Kuran an<l 
the IVopliet.s, not generally ( ntfTlained 
in IVrsm, ami his hook is eon-ulte<l in ilie 
same manner a;- Virgil ha> often he*m. 
Nadir Shah re*solved on two f.amous siege< 
in c<mse<juenee *»f two verses whiidi lie found 
on opening the volume of the fxiei's verses. 

The famous Gazel (»f llafiz sung hy 
every Nautch girl throughout India, is 
“Miitriba Khuah/’ — 



THB ORBEN OLD MAN. 
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^^Mutriba Kbush, his sweetest song.” 

The uumt familiar lines are “Taza be taza 
no be no,” and tBe stJiig is a peculiar favour- 
ite with the English, being set to one of 
the f(*w pretty Kjistern airs. 

The beautiful p<»em of “ Sweet maid, if 
thou wouldst charm my sight,” of Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, which begins — 

^'Egher An turki ShiraLzi/^ 

is considered a model of beautiful com- 
jMi.'^ition. 

1"lie iiiagio power possessetl by Hafiz 
i»vor liis readers is easily accounted for, if 
the IcLfcnd of his having quaffed of the mvs- 
t(‘rious ( Up of immortality be ])clieved. The 
story, i-i v'cry jK>otical, runs thus: — 

Alxuit bnir leagii(‘s from the cit^^of Shi- 
raz a place called Peri-sobz. or the 
•‘(ii’oen old Man,“ and a jiopular super- 
stition prevailed, that w}n»ever watched 
there forty !iight> without sleep would 
become a c^reat poet. Hafiz, when a 
youth, rc'iolved t4» try the adventure: he 
wa> at this time iu love with a Iwiiiutiful 
‘•fair one,” wh<»sc name of Shakhi Xebat, 
expressed a ••branch of sugjir cane;” but 
be had .i ]M>werful rival in the Prince of 
Si lira/. Like b'erhad, the lover of Shi- 
reon, ho however was not U> be daunted 
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Tbe favourite subject of the 
Loves of Yussuf and Zuleika, whidi 
every Persian poet has touched with 
more or less success, has never found one 
who so thon>ughly entered into it, and 
rendered it so beautiful, as JamL He en- 
tirelf remodelled the poem of Ferduai, and 
gave it so many new’ graces that his compo- 
sition completely superseded that of his 
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are written i1Tf&eii)|»t;ic^ie:^^FHo cviUecIi^ 

- the most iiiterestitejJji'liBHer the name hf ^ 
iIuJ}‘Aiarfil\ or **the Seven Stars irf dte 
Uf||i||r» or the Seven f»rotln r-: ” aiid^ViiatjjlH 
- I^GSO is the j’luniu.- jmein «>f Y us.suf 
- - Zuleika. ; 

^ lit tale t'xtentl- in tlie original to funi^ 

^ ^ -^ousainl (Miijileis. >ir William Joinw pro- 
^Ti<>iinee> it t»» l*e “tIu* fifitfft p(HMn ho ever ^ 
read;'* ..ml imtliine^ ean (*xeee^l the athnim> '' 
whieh it inspire?» in the Kast. The * 
abridged version which is here offortxl may, 
perhaps, convey some notion of its style, 
thtnigh I offer rather an ada|>tation than a ^ 


translation. 
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124 ^ ZrLKTKAS DKEAM. 

Tho )inme of tlie wife of Potipliar is not 
mentioneil in iho Koran, )uii, tlu* |)<»cls Invo 
given her the :i|ipell:iti«>n of Ztileika, tlunigli 
she is hy soin“ Arabian coinTm-niaJors eallol 
Kahil. I lor historv, Lii\ on hv 1 j«t pot tical 
bioirraphers, pro<fiit^ a vrrv dinVront j»i( - 
tore from that whi' h \m* li:i\o bivn af‘ u^ 
t<Mnod to lo'ik i,ji. I liT l«o !•. di<ipjM»iritnH*nt. 
weakness, despair, and bird h ippinc's^. iMrin 
the IfMtnres of a most 4‘x« itniLr drama, and 
4»ne the tiio>t remarkahh* m t h itMital hii - 

ratnro. 

Zuloika, lln* dauL'htfr <»f d'ainni-. kitni id 
Mauritania, brlndd in a tiifain a ti;/ure of 
suc h evtraordinarv l»eaiitv that sho ln-r’ano’ 
iinnoMfi.rt^d V' en:iin< >Llia*d t »f t he •^doriou> \ jHion , 
and -ui.k nu*' a de**jk iiodaiicdird v, fruilh‘''^Iv 
loML'iniT I' *r t la - nnknowit objec t, d‘l»is «ln*ani 
uu' lliroc time'» r»T«*ited, and the la.-xl tune 
the l>ennii)ul apjianliiaj nann‘d I'^i^spt it" tin- 
land of hi" alh.dcn ddie "tal4' of Znleika’s 
lUlfid i" lllU" c|«*"<TllH*ti ; — 






^J^hp ravens of tht* rii^ht were hnshM, 

The bird f)f tlawn ])eo*rtn his lav, 

'rhe rose-biid, newly -awakened, blush hi 
'Vo feel the touch of sprin|^ing day; I 
And bade the roses round iinvoil, ( 

Housed by the warbling nightingale. ^ 
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. _ ZULKIKA’S DREAM 125 

^ The jasmino stood all bathed in dew; 
Wet wore, the violfjt's lids of blue. 

Zuleika, fairer than the flowers^ 

Lay tranced — for ^twas not sleep 
that stole 

Her senses, through the night^s still 
hours, 

Ai)d raised n(?\v visifuis to her soul. 
The heart uufetteri‘d, free to rove, 
I'lirned to\vards the idol of her love.^®*^ 
No : — ’t was not bleep, ‘t was inotionlefcs, 
Unbroken tlK»nght,r<»])ressed in vain: 
The sluidow of the day\s distress, 

^ A frenzy of reinembered pain. 


Hut, nlid^t those pangs, what rapture 
still; 

The same dear form is ever there; 
Those (‘ves tlu' rays of Eden till. 

And odours of tlie blest distil 

Uroin every curl of that bright hair! 


His smiles! — such smiles as Houris 
w'ear, 

When fri^un their eaves of pearl they 
come, 

And bid the true believer share 

The pleasures of their sacred home. 
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Oh ! joy too great — oh ! hour too bloj^t ! 
lie comes — they hail him — now^ 
riKjro near,' 

His eag(n‘ courier’s feet I lioar. 

Oh ! luiart, 1)0 within my breast. 

Burst not with rapture! Can it 
'riie idol of my lift — divine, 

All radiant, eloth(*d iti mystcM V, 

And loving me as I adort*, 

As noiu‘ dared (‘ver love before, 
Shall bi^ — nav, />• — ov(‘n now. is mine! 

I will l)e patient: Imt Ins breath 
Seems sreiiling o'er my senses —deatli 
l)ettt*r than suspense likt‘ this — 
One diMUtrht — thougli were the last 

-^of blixs! 

Om‘ glam *, tliouirh in tlnit glanet* 1 dit*, 
d'o pi-o\a* ilie glorious etM*tainty' 

lh*r h'*i;*«»r :eid dt-|»iir i»ji tindia/ ht‘W 
niij ‘h her fuii'v h i<i dehid<».l lii-r, kmo\ no 
lioumb: — 

Not he! not he! on whom for vears 
My soul has dwelt witli >a(Teil truth; 
Ftu‘ whuin my life lias passial in tears, 
Ami wasted was mv bloom of vtmtli: 



IW TIIK imiDK'S PUfKlIlKSS, 

For whom 1 breathud, and thought, 
and moved. 

My own, my worshipped, my beloved f 

I hailed the night, that I might gaze 
Upon his staFs uncomjnered blaze: 
The morn but rose that 1 might pray, 
Hope, wisli, expert from day to day, 
Afy sole existence was that thonglit, 
Aiel do I wake to know *tis nought ^ 
Vain tear.s, vain madness, vain <»n- 
(lea VO 11 r, 

Another blasts my sight for ever! 

In tin* rnenntim*' tin* uiu’on^rious hri'h*- 
L'Tooni. in }»i> l on'iin ts 

tlu‘ in >rLn*< train «•! attflidant^, willi a 
irr4*jn •h^j.ja\ of jumip ami ti> ii>h<T 

hi^ *>f iar tainiMl hrautv int4* ihr ritv of 
M*’nif»hi''. 

ZrLIlKA’S LNTUANCK INTO MKMriUS. 
Dawn upon the widt* wc»rld brf»ke, 
And the sun’s warm rays awokt*; 
Scattering o’er the cloudy sky 
Hues of rich variety; 

Such bright tinting as illumoH 
Witli its rays tho p<*acock\s [dumes, 
And the parrot’s feathers bright, 
Touchers with a starry light. 


THK BRIDB-P PnOORKS?!. 




The Asis rides in kingly guise; 

You curtained litter holds the prize 
More precious lhan all wealth beside — 
His own, his young, his peerless bride. 





Around, afar, of homage proud, v: 

In countless ranks his warriors crowd, A 
Well may the U>rdly Asi< boast 
The glories of his g<jrgeous host. 


Rich are the veils, profusely spread. 
That canopy the “fair ont/s^^ l)ead; 
Like some delicious tree that throws 
Its shade, inviting to repose: 

And, like soft turf, the earpt^ts lie, 
Redecked with gay embroidery. 

'J'ho temple moves, all glorious, on — 
Throned in the midst the “ lui])py one.*’ 
All heaven resounds with shout and 
song, 

As the bright pageant sweeps along. 
The camel-drivers’ cries succeed, 
Urging their stately beasttS to speed. 
Whose hoofs, with swift and freijiient 
tread. 

The sr-nds with mouii-like forms^^ 
have spread : 

The earth is ploughed by coursers^ feeL 
And still fresh hosts the wounds repeat. 
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]Many a fair iirul blushing’ maid 
Exulttal in the gay j)ara(h': 

And all, who oullod tin* A sis lord, 
Ilaih'd the fair iilid he adoretl. 

Bui she — *‘the bemitiful,’^ ‘^l h<* blrsr ** — 
What pangs, what tumults shook hrr 
br(‘asr ! 

She sat, (’oneealed from r\rry t’ve, 
Alr)n(‘ — in hopt‘les> iinsfM-y. 

'•<)h, she cried; ‘‘Oh, luthier's 

Fate!’' 

Why arn I made thy mark of hati*; 
Why mu>t my heart thy victim be? 
d'hus lo>l ,aband<m(‘il — cru'-hed by t Im’o ’ 
Th«»u canu‘st, in tronbltal dream'^, and 
stole 

'fhe peace, the ph^asure of my ^oul. 

In visions tliaf the blest miglit share, 
Whose (»nly fruit has laam tlespair. 

1 see each glittering fabrie fall; 
iiut vain r(‘[)roach, vain trust, vniu all ! 
For helf)j for rest, where can I Hy, 

My heart is riven — let me die* 




\ ']'H 1 , IllUlJi;'.- \ 1 R 1 

Hfive I then lin;yero(l loiifr iu pain, 

J ri sad suspeiis(‘, 4u iinisin^s vain, 

To be — oil, crowning grief ! — betrayed, 
' Jn foreign lands a victim made. 



- Jfelentless destiny! accui’st 
I \V(‘r(‘ all the joys thy visions nnrst. 

Is there no drop <if lifjpe left yt‘t ? 

T'e// ]>roinise> for^ret ? • 

Dash not in\ enp (*arth : say. I\)wer 
bemign, 

1 may b(‘ blest — even yet ho may be 

mine! *:/ 

'S' 


In a -nnil ir '-tram t»> the-r n]»branliii<j^ 
' of’ ‘•tin- fair i- 'r!in»'ii'< in<lmii;nit 

i to llie Deity wlr' ]K‘r<eeuie< him. a-- 

Jaicijiii reecivl- it. 

•‘Ih* Im* <i(*L!r- -lupiior wnli a storm »»f 
ejailiel". and r.aliim at ili** «lot lire int«» 
f wliieh the nod Ini'- fallen, and Iih imheeility 
In permit tiny -^o imieh evil in the ^^orld- 
He reminds him of the former times, iu 


; ' wliieh hl-i llihumej: ainl thunders were in 
eoiistant oeeu])ation, vVire. lie then eoinos 
tn Ins own partivulur ea>e. and ujd»raids the 
^ ^ irml for allowimr him to treated with 
‘ ' mneli inurat itnde." 
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“Why'" t’dntiuuoH Zul<*ikji distractedly, 
th<»u tlius cruelly ndjhed mo nf my 
peace/ What have I done to thoo to he 
thus treated: it is fttlly irnleed tlml I seek 
liclp from thee. Wlu*ii smiN molt, ilmu art 
calloil iijmii for aid; what the meluni/ of 
My sojtl/" 

Thus raved Zaleika, when without 
Arose the sudden deafening shout, 
That hailed the close of all their toil — • 
^^Lo! — Memphis! and the banks of 
Nile!^^ 


Then, far and wide, the trlitterin^ ranks 
Hush to the flowery riv(»r*s banks. 
The Asis^ si^n liis slavi»s obey, 

Gold, silver, flowers, b(‘strewthe way ; 
Atid o’er the litter g’eins atv thrown, 
Whose countless rays like meteors 
shone*; 

As thick they fall tis on the rose 
Hanf^ the rich flews at evening’sclose ; 
The courser’s foot on rubie trod, 
O’er mounds of gold thocainel strode. 

On swept the train— one gorgcfms mile. 
Planting wMth gems the banks of Nile; 
Theproud stream rolled its watersdeep 
O’er pearls in many a shining heap: 
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Each shell was filled with pearls; each 
scale 

That clothed the crocodile in mail, 
Was changed to silver, as he lay 
And basked amidst the fervid ray. 

The oriLnual i< sli^ditly jilten tl in the 
above, it riiiw in tliis r?irain: — 

“Thus, /or <i whole /n?h\ tho profession 
moved on, Ht^atteriuL'' jewels <»n tlie hanks of 
ihe Nile; tlie proud stream was filled with 
imperial pearls; woy/./'^/d.s ror ?/*u> o /trorl 
shell, and so iiiueh .-ilviT w.4< tlirown in that 
tlie crocodile l>ccaiuc a silrer-M fi/e^l ji'-h." 

And onward to the palace gate 
The train pourM on, in sumptuous 
state, 

The glowing {.mortals opened wide, — 
In flow’d the overwhelming tide, 
Ushering tlie Asis and his bride. 

A throne the Peris might have framed, 
The ^uu and moon's pale lustre 
«h'aYned : 

And she, whose radiance all eifaced — 
Zuloika — on the throne was placed. 
Sparkling with jewels, red with gold, 
Her heart shrunk, withered, crushed, 
and cold: 
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Altlio^ a feverish sensi* of pain 
Frenzied l)or mind and seart'd lier brain ; 

As on a Hatnin^ lieartli she sat — , 

Amidst rej(»if*inf^ — desolate ! 

Jiadeii with many a priceless f^eiri, 
CrownM with a ffor^eous diiuUmi^ 

Each pearl a poisonous drop appears: 

And from her eyes fall scalding tears. 

Ami thus a t*n»wn is ^iiined~-for this, 

\Vt* leavi‘ all thoughts of present bliss! 

AVe toil, we strivt*, we livt‘ in care, 

And in tin* end p<»ssess — despair! 

- Our snn of youth, of Jiopi*, is set, 

Atid all our guerdon is — regret! 

'i’lU'' |»n'fu«,if»n sit the iiuirri-iLfe of jiersoM** ^ 
ol' riin*'<'inie?ire w l»\ iii«nienis riun^u il i?i 
the It iJi re|;ite<l tllflt llie 

S *tl of Kl M the fi*un*hT of P>;i</<lad, m 

III** I'Xpefiih^il efh»riia>iis >inn>; 

in one silone he i- siid t*» hsive tli.shur-***^! ,-ix 
inilli*»n fim ir^ of lie fouiHleil rist#*rns 

snni euriiviinscnis. iiiul disiri hated them idomr 
a ineasiinHl rojut of seven }iundr<^i inil**s. 

. y Ili« tr;iin <»f cuiuelH, /n/A?/ tnth unou*, was 

pHnli^rious: tliii* was a luxury inleiidcd to \ 

' refrcish the friiiin luid Ijfpmrs tf[ the revaJ , 
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II<.‘ 'LTiivi* a\v:iy four-fifths of llic 
iiicorno of a iirovin<*e, hoforo Ijo ilrrw liis 
foot fnun the ^5ti^rup. At lii< uu]>ti;iis. a 
tlioiisaiul of tlie Jarirest ^ize were 

sliowcred on the heel of the hriJo. and a 
lottery was made of land- an<l 1k»li-o.s. 

'Die |)o(*ni nou pursues tlie scriptural ae- 
e(uint of th(.‘ life (d Viis-iif, w}]or>c -uper- 
natural lieauty i>. however, de-erihed as 
hein^; the especial rfift of (icM], and reci^rded 
to have heen so tliat n(» woman ooidd 

look on him without love. Zuloika, tlit*rc- 
tore, fuiIy slianu] the fate of all her x-v. 
Som(‘ writers say the ladies who cdamoured 
so much against her for her pas-i«>n, i\ere. 
when he fir-t ent(M*ed the ehamher where 
tiny v(M*e all asst*mhled, in the a<‘t <»f (‘nttin/ 
])onieirran:ite>, sotnc' -ly oranires. and m 
their admiration ainl amazement, cut tlnnr 
htic'ors iii'^reiid of the fruit. 'Dii^ adventure 
is fretpiently repre-iMited in IVrsian MSS,: 
— see several in the liriti*^!! IMuseum, and 
liil). du Iiioi, l*ari>. Joseph is cmisideretl 
the emblem of divine porfeetitui. and Zu- 
leika's love is the imai»e of the love of the 
creature towards the rrealor: x>me cfo so 
far as to say that wo <»uirht to follow her 
example, tind should permit the ln>auty of 
(uhI to traJis]»ort u.< »»ut of ourselves. 'Die 
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rapitl chariere from prist »ii to <tf 

V iissuf (or JosepliV tHoy fi^nsulor a t vjM^ of 
the iin]>!itkMic e i>f tliesoul to Imrst its fottors 
mid join itnCVoritor. !!is iiro.it charity is 
constantly sjioktai of. Sikli praises liiin for 
this» in his (lulistaiK aiul relates tlmt fiurinjx 
the seven years* famine in Kirypt, Viis'-uf 
fh^privetl himself, every day, of a portion of 
his fo^xl. to ^'■ive t<» the suflTerers: trait 

is often mentioned hv Kaslern \vrit«Ts. 

Yussnf was aluays surrounded with a 
celestial lie lit, typi('ul its well tvf the moral 
beauty and wisdom which inlt*nHMi Ins mind. 

He is sold as a slave, and Zideika Ik*- 
ooraes his pureliaser, to the ‘jTcat ne::#* and 
envy of all lier rivals, amongst wlnan was 
inernded the Princess Nasiirha, of the race 
of Aad, Tilt' heanlifid YilhsuF rmw entt'rs 
her service, and, at his <»wti do'^iro. a Hock 


' ’ of sheep are given t4» his sjH*cial keeping, 

^ * his admiring mistress wi^hinc, by every 

* * induljrence, to attach him to her. 

^ ^ The nni-se <»f Ziileika is the c<>iilidantc of 

\ \ the passion which she cnniK^t coTitrf»h and ' 
* , V which, at length, in ajk imjirudenl ini»ment, 
t f . she discloses to ins object himwdf, 

' The poet rej^resents Yus.^uf as less in- 
l^'y . sensible to her regard than we arc infornuHl. 









by Scripture, llmt he re/dly was: and it - ’ 
l>ec4tme necewwtry that a miracle shtndd be j 
performed, in order Ui deliver him f rom the 
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temptiitioiiK with which he i- sLirrc»uij<led, 
and whh*h lire nearly nverroniiiifr hi.-^ rc.-^du- 
tinn. 1 1 w father, Jacoh, or the angel (hi- 
hriel it) In'; likeftess, appeiirri, to warn him 
of liis d finger, and he flies, le^l^irlg his 
mistress in an agony <»f desjiair, rage, and 
grief. She thus extdaims: — 

Is this a dream! — another dream, 

Like that which stole my senses first. 
Which sparkled o^er my life's dull 
stream. 

By idle, erring fancy niii sed ? 

Was it for this my life I spent 
In murmurs deep, and discontent — 
Slighted, for this, all homage due, 
From generous, faithful love withdrew ? 
For this, no joy, no pomp have prized; 
For this, all honours have despised — 
Left all my soul to passion free 
To be thus hated — spurnM — by thee! 
Oh, God! to see thee loathing turn, 
While on my cheek swift blushes burn; 
Contempt, abhorrence on thy binw. 
Where radiant sweetness dwelt — till 
nov/ ! 

Thy bitter accents, fierce, severe, 

In harsh, unwonted tones to hear: 

'riiy horror, thy disgust to view, 

And know thy accusations true ! 





All, .ill luit this 1 could luivi‘ horuc, — 
A hushand^s vciigcancaMiiid liis s( <»ru; 
; 'Fo he ro|)ii>achet|, disiifrafcd, reviled, 
So Yussuf Ins vit'tiiu smihal. 

I Would, amiilsl the di*st‘rt'^ ^lonin^ 

Have hailed, with a livintr !<>inh; 

My lioine, uiy state, luy hirth forgot. 
Ami, with thy love, iMuhractMl thy ImI ; 
Him] tanirlit my heart all paii^r^ t‘»shan‘, 
Ami what peril el l'»ve ran dare. 

Lei me Inok l»aek Tm that dark Imiir 
riial hound my '^plrlt to tliy power 
ddiy ^rateliil wcumN, thy Lrlauee reiall, 
My hopes, m\ lo\e--'aml i iir^e them 
all: 

. Let me tliy teudi'r looks retiaia*, 

'I’ln* i'lone> <d thy heavenly face; 
riiy hrow when* Aden *'plt‘ndi >!ir hev, 
And the mdd lustre <»!* thine esos: 

Vet, let my heart no weakness jirove, 
Hill Inte tliei,' as I once i-ould love. 

AYlint fearful ehajuence was tlduo, 
What awful aue-er — just — divine! 
Shuddering, 1 fuw iiiy heart dissiplayM, 

. Aud kuew all this 1 should have* said! 
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^Twas mine to shrink, withstand, iu 
time, 

i For, while I sinned, 1 knew my crime. 

Oil! wretched, waviTinjtr heart ! — asvaiii 
'i'hy wild resentment as thy pain : 

One thought alone exfxds the ia*st. 

One sole r(‘gret tiistraets luy brea.sf, 
O’ermastering ami siiliduing all — 

More than rny crimt‘,more than iny fall ; 
Are not shame, fear, remor.*<e, forgot, 

In that niH* tliought — he hnes me not ! 

'rh»* rrun'i- lii^ uiin*rtun;U(.‘ 
follow ihe piiro-min'h‘<l U> hi.’» L^l<K»my 

prison, where sin* piclun'- liis sufl’erinirs . 
i/iournMl for li«*r oriiiit*. «'nnl ihii> laments, 
ami strives to tlerive comfort fnan retloctioii: 

Though in a dark and narrow cell 
The ^'fair beloved ^\outined may dwell, 
No prison is that dismal place, 

^Tis filled with dignity and grace: 

And the damp vaults and gloom around ^ 
Are joyous Spring, with roses crown'd. 

Not Paradise to me were fair 
If he were not a dweller there; 

Without his presence all is night. 

My soul awakes but in his sight; ^ 
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. HO Zl LKIKA A WIDOW. 

Tlu>u^h this frail tonoinont of i lay 
May hero amidst its pomp rt'inain, 
My spirit wanders far away, 

; ^ And dwells with his in prisoned pun. 

There is ninv hm litili* vari.itioji from the 
seriptiinil n^.iiio ih, anil Viismif 
jrriiinl vizir of Ktrypt. irt»vernuii: witli wi-i- 
‘ ilom ail' I .skill. Zuloika fiii'l' liorsi^if a 
, willow. ];. r ]io|M‘s are n'liewcfl, arni she is 
no loiiut r uialor tlio noi^.^itv oi ^u{*|ir<‘Hsiiiq 
Ikt allov'iiiia. S)h‘ a iioii-w* to li>o 

hliilt o|i|)«*vi{^' tho rosiiliMM’t* of tho of 

luT ilosntioii. ill oplor tli.it "In* may Ivliolil 
^ him iluv l»y ilay, uiul hoar llie souittl of Ins 

^ lior'i' ' i' ol vH 111* |>a'^,«o>. 

l»y love, Zuloika at loni/tli ru- 
ijon’KO" i'li-Iairv, ami h*T lovor ii:ii!’< her as 
a cn'iVijt to tlio reli:ri<»n <>l tlio f>iily true 
tofil, .'^ho ]irf»>eiits hiT-ell jw a holiewr 
iie(i‘ro \ us^uf, am! i- rewar'lni hv tie* return 
of Imt oarI\ yuitli atul hoauty^ut hisjirayer: 
for ho now «e<!s no oh^ta^•lv to his love, anti 
at oneo arknow it, and rtiunis the 

J>;‘s.sinn uhirli h.-ui ht^'n ln^foro tio fatal to 
them htuh. 
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YUSSTTP’S ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


Not love thee ! — ah ! how rauoh I loved 
LongaV)sont yeavH of grief have proved. 

Severe rebuke, assumed disdain, ...\ 

Dwelt in my words, and looks iu vain: 

I would not passion^s victim be, , 

And turned from sin — but not from 

thee. r 

My love was pure, no plant of earth . ^ 
From my rapt being sprung to birth: ^ 

I loved ns angels might «adore, ^ 

Amd sought, and wisVd, and hop^d no 
more. 

Virtue was my belovM: and thou 
Hadst virtiie^s impress on thy brow. 

Thy weakness showed how frail is all 
That erring niortids goodness call. , Vt'-' 
















THE MEETING IN THE DESERT. 

PROM THE POEM OP “MBJNUN AND LEIIiA." 


Even like the roaming moon, along 
The dreary path fair Leila strayed, 
Till, worn and spent the wilds among, 
Deep sleep overpowered the lovely 
maid : 

And from her hand the bridleVs check 
Fell on the patient earners neck. 

The guides were far, and dark the night, 
The weary camel stopped to graze, 
The caravan was hid from sight — 
Then lost amidst the desertVs maze. 
Unconscious still, she wandered on. 
And woke — untended and alone ! 

TheRose^®®^ was severed from the plain. 
Nor friends nor strangers now intrude: 
On through the waste she speeds amain, 
But all is trackless solitude. 

From spot to sj)ot with anxious fear, 
She hastes, she calls, but none can hear ! 
"Wlien, from a wild and gloomy height, 
A dusky form rushed forth to sight. 
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THE MEETING. 147 

No terror flcized the maideri^s heart — 

A thought sprung there whicli chilled 
her dread, 

For in that waste, from man apart, 

A life of pain her led. 

Might not this stranger know his state. 
And give her tidings of his fate ? 

So wasted, worn, and changed with care. 
His mind a void, himself forgot, 

The hapless victim of despair — 

Even she, the True One, knew him not ! 

‘^Whence com^st thou?^^ Leila said; 
^^and why 

Amidst these deserts dost thou roam ? 
Tell mo thy name — what destiny 
Has lured thee from thy friends and 
home?’^ 

The grief-struck youth, unconscious 
grown. 

Knew not his Leila^s gentle tone: 

Seek^st thou to know what slave am I, 
For ever doomed a wretch to rove? 
^Tis Kais, spent with misery — 
'Tishapj^essMejnoon,^^^^ mad for love I’"' 

The maiden with a sudden bound, 
Sprang from her camel to the ground : 








TUK AGITATION. 


US 

All ! wretched one! — too fondly dear 
A voice, long mute, let Kais hear; 
Thy saviour let thy Leila bo — 

Look up — ^tis Leila — I am shc‘!'^ 

His mind awoke. One moment’s gaze. 
One cry of startled, wild amaze! 
'riioiigh years of madness, grief, ami 
])ain, 

Had held him in their galling chain; 
That magic name has broke the sj)(‘ll, 
And jirone to earth lost Alcjnoon fidl. 

Scarce less wdth woe distraught, the 
maid 

Sat on the ground, his form beside: 
His head, which in the dust was laid. 
Upon her knees she drew, and dried 
His tears with tender hand, and prest 
Him close and closer to her breast: 

here thy home, beloved, adored, 
Revive, be blest — oh, Leila’s lord!” • 

Atlengthhebreathed— around he gazed 
As from her arras his head he raised: 
‘^Art thou,” he faintly said, ""a friend 
Who takes rao to her gentle breast ? 
Dost thou, in truth, so fondly bond 
Thine eyes upon a wretch distrest ? 
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\yv tlioso thy unvoiled cheeks I ^ee — 
Can bliss be yet in store for me ? 

“1 tliought it all a dream, so oft 
Such dreams come in iny madness now. 
Is this thy hand, so fair and soft ? 

Ja this, in sooth, inv Leila^s brow y 
In sleep these transports I may share, 
lint when I wake ^tis all despair! 


‘M. d me gaze on thee — if it be 
An empty shade alone 1 .se('; 

How shall 1 bear what once 1 bore 
W’iien thou shalt vanish — as Ix^fore!^’ 


Idieii fjeila spoke, witli smiles all light; 

hope, dear wanderer, revive; 

Lo! Zerazein^s waters cool and briirlit 
Flow at thy feet — then ilrink and live. 
Seared heart ! be glad, for bounteous 
Heaven 

At length our recompense hath given. 
BelovM ono! toll me all thy will, 

And know thy Leila faithful still. 



THT5 REPLY. 


l.-SO 

Horo in this desert join our hands, ^ 
Our souls were joinM long, long 
before ; 

And, if our fate such doom demands, 
Together wander evermore. 

Oh Kais ! never let us part ; 

Whai is the world to thee and mo? 

My universe is wboro thou art, 

And is not Leila — all — to thee?^’ 

He clasped her to his aching breast. 
One long, sad, tender look ho cast; 
Then with deep woe, in vain represt, 
Kissed her fair brow, and spoke at last: 

^^How well, how fatally I love, 

My madness and my misery pj*ovo. 

All earthly hopes I could resign — 

Nay, life itself, to call thee mine. 

But shall I make thy spotless name. 
That sacred spell, a word of shame ? 
Shall selfish Mejnoon^s heart be blest, 
And Leila prove the Arab’s jest! 

The city^s gates though we may close, ^ 
We cannot still the tongues of foes. 

No: wo have met — a moment’s bliss , 
Has dawned upon my gloom— in vain ! 
Life yields no more a joy like this. 

And all to come can be but pain. 
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Tboiij thou — adored ! — might bo my 
own^ 

A thousand defi^jhs let Mejnoon die, 
Ere but a breath by slander blown 
Should sully 'Leila^s purity! 

Go, then — see where thy tribe return, 
Ely from my arms that ehi^p thee yet : 
I feel iny brain with frenzy burn — 
Oil, transport! could 1 thii< forget !^’ 

The frantic lover lied — while near 
The trainp of steeds can Leila hear: 
Senseless, her mind witli angui sh torn. 
Fair Leila to her tents is borne. 

For many a night and inany a day 
The dark waste sa\\ h^st Mejnoon stray: 
Bleeding and faint, Gwixt death and 
life, 

Waging with fate unequal strife. 
Wild on the blast his words were flung. 
Wild to the winds his songs were sung. 
The shudd'ring pilgrim, passing by, 
Paused as he heard the inaniae^s cry. 
Nor dared upon his lair intrude. 

As thus he raved in solitude : 
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1.VJ TilB DISTRACTION. 

‘^How cau I live v%here thou art not? 

In dreams I trace thy imago still I 
I see thee, and I curse my lot ; 

I wake — and all is chill. 

The desert^s faithless w-aters spread 
\ snare to lure mo on: 

My thirsty soul Is vainly led, 

1 stoo]) — the wave is gone! 

‘^'J^ho fevered thoughts that on me prey, 
I)eatli\s sea alone can sweep away. 

I found the bird of J^‘lradiso, 

That long J sought with care; 

Fate snatched it from my longing eyes, 
I lield — despair! 

^'Though Khizzer,““’^ girt with mystic 
spell, 

Had seemed to be my guide, 

KScarce had I reached the blc.ssed well, 
Its source was dried ! 

Wail, Leila, wail, our fortunes crost; 
Weep, Mejnoon, weep — for ever lost ! 




SCHEIK FEIZL 


Ir of tlio LH'eat biMorian Abul 

Fazil, tliat tho irionarcli'! of A.^ia r^tor^l inoro 
in a wo of bi^ pen, than of tbo ^wo^(l of 
Ak})ar. His ]jroth<T, Fm/i, j>o^-osi‘il tbo 
gift of })oo^y in a bigb <legreo. and lu^ 01 an- 
])ositions ar<‘ liiirbly valiiod. Hi.-, 1 )ivaii 
ooiisist.-,, like all tin* grcat(ir r)ivans. or ( "l- 
l<*oiions of lyi’ic poetry, of two ])rinc*i})iil 
(livir^iono, namely, of Kas'-idoh, or the loin/or 
eloLiiac poeTu>, and of (iazolles, <om(-*tiino': 
on love, ajid sometimes on niyMi<* subjec t^. 
He mentions liimself <aio wliioh consist's of 
eigliteen thousand lines. 

The ])r.iise of tin; Sliab, Akbar, or 
ediieily engaged Ids muse: and the monarch 
certainly merited the 7iamo more than any 
otlier Indian emperor wliose history is re- 
eorded. lILs ligiitor pieces were such as are 
called Murk-gazelles, breatliing s\\eetnoss, 
and filled with pleasurable ideas, presc niun: 
life as a scene of sunshine and summer, 
'where storm and winter are unknown. 

In the mystic j»oems, hoA\ever. of thi.s 
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niithor, lio ;i]»|>r(m(‘hes iionrrr to tlio siib- 
limitv oi‘ Attiir and tho LToal Motdliih than 
any other of their folloNvers; liis idea*^ are 
tinned with the eohmr of the Indian belief 
ill whicli he was liroiight u]). '^I'ho most re- 
markable of this eolloolioiiis c*alle(l Serr(\ or 
“Atoms in ilie Sim,’* written in a thousand 
and one verses (the favourite number in tin? 
Kast)' it is partly niv.-iieal. and partly ])hi- 
J(»^o})hieal. ^riie title he has (‘hosmi is a 
portion of the mystery which env(*]np(\s the 
moaninn, and wddeh a i\russnlman conceix r*s 
it jwoper should always surround divine 
things. In the jiart devoted to philosophv, 
tlie work treats of the (Mnirse of the sun 
through the Zodiac: llrahminical th(*oIoLiy 
is mixed together with the ancient l*ersian 
and Indian tire-worship in this siii'jidar 
coin])o.sitiori. 

The >tory of Feizi’s earl v life is romantic. 
He Avas introduced, Avhen a hov, to the 
Brahmins, by Sultan Mohammed Akl)ar. a.', 
an orphan of their tribe, in order that he 
might learn their language, and obtain pos- 
session of their secrets. Feizi liei^ame at- 
tached to the daughter of the Brahmin wlio 
|)roteotcd Itim, and she was offered to him 
in marriage by the unsuspecting father. 
After a struggle between honour and ineli- 
nation, the former prevailed, find he con- 
fessed to the Brahmin the frfiud that had 
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ST;ltAN' AKIfAR. 





})een prjwti'^ed, wlio, struck wjth liorror, 
iitt(‘mpte<l tn })Ut an enrl to his o\mi oxi-^t- 
oncc. foariiiL'’ tfiat lio had hotrayod lii- ti ijst, 
and 1)r<»ndu daniror arni di<LTacf‘ on hi-- ct. 

Fcizi. witli tears ainl iJi-nte-t itn>ii>. en- 
treated liiin to iorhear, ]»rnini^inL'' tn .•'uhmit 
to aJiv enmnnmd he itnjuwe on hinri. 

Tlio Ih'ahniiu eonsentid to li\e, (»n eondi- 
tioji tliat Feizi took an oath never to iran*- 
lato the \^eda-, nor re}»c‘at to any one the 
creed of t]i(^ Hindoos. 

Feizi, haviii'i' entea-e«l into tlio desired 
o])liL:ations. parted with liis adoftted father, 
liade adieu to his love, and w'illi a sihkirii: 
lieait returned t«» llie sultan. Akbar was 
LTreatly mortified to tind his scheme httd so 
siLOially hailed, hnt lie was much touched 
witli the story related to liim by the young 
poet: and, res[)eeting his oath, he bwhore 
to insist on ]n< iranshithiir the sacred 
hooks, tbougH tlnil Avas the great (d)ject to 
wliieli he liad. devested all his aa ishe-.. 

‘ The Sultan Akhar av.is a liberal thinker, 
and an enliglitoneil searcher after truth, 
hnt he gave much oifenee to his Moham^ 
medim sulijoets by the favour he showed to 

- I the Hmdoos.(*‘^) 

- , Feizi eomp(»sed a Avork called the Maha- 

harit, Avliich contains the chrouielos of the 
Hindoo princes: from tliis Ferishta drcAv 

: ^ L'ugely, in his celebrated history, and 
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KUAJA AIASS. 


; aiiiouifst the most roiminti(‘ episodes wliieh 
■ ]io relates, is the account of the family of 
Khaja Aisiss. The events occurred ahoutl (KKi. 

Khaja Aiass was a native of Western 
Tartary, and left his country to try liis 
Turtune in llindostan. lie was yoiinuf and 
full of hope, but the prospects In* had 
hof(.)re him wei-e far from encouraL‘'in‘i, for 
h(‘ was ])Oor, and his friends wen; few; he 
wa.- accompanied in his expe«lition by a 
youn^ wife, wlio expt'ctod soon lo become 
a mother, and w'as little able to l)car the 
fatiijues of their journey. In fac't, as tliey 
w'cre crossiufj the De.sert, hunc’m-, anxiety, 
and over exertion overcattie her, and she 
sank exhausted by the w'ay. In tliis 
lamentable condition Kliaja Aiass found 
himself the father of .a dauiiliter, born 
under circnmstanees the most distn‘s>inL*. 
Their suHeiinuc-s and advc?itures in iIk' 
Herbert w’ore axty grt‘at, but a^ len^tb they 
reached Ijtdiore, where the Sultan Akbar 
ke])t liih court. Asijib Khan, one of Ids 
principal ministers, was a relation of Aiass, 
and received him with ^reat kindness: 
and, from one sitiiatioji of trust to an(»lh(;r. 
Vie, w'ho had l)eLruu hi.s career iit so un- 
towaird a mauiicr, iiec-ame, in the spa(*o of 
a few' years, high- treasurer of the empire. 

His dauglitijr, born in tbe Desert, was 
called Melir-el-Nis.sar, or the “Sun of 



MKHR-KL-XL^SAR. 


\V(»men.’' As slie ^rrew up, she excelle«l jill 
tlie ladias of the Kn>t in heauty, JeaniiiiL% 
and aecom]>lis]nrient«. She was ediieated 
with the frreate>t care, and her jj-eniu-i and 
ac(juireniont< soon hc(;ame the theme of 
L^eneral conversation. She was witty, 
satirical, ambitious, lofty, and her spirit 
luwond <;nntroI. It ha]>]icned, on one 
occasion, that Selim, the prince royal, 
came 1o visit her father. When tlie public 
cntertainrrK'iit was over, and all bur (he 
prineipal quests w<‘re withdnnvn. and tlie 
wine brouuht, tin* ladies, accordintc 1<' cus- 
tom, were introduced in tlieir v'eil'!, Mehr- 
(d-Aissar had resolved to make a coiiquest 
of tlie prince; she therefore exerted all 
her ])o\vers <»f pleasinur. ami entirely suc- 
ceeded in lier du.si^oi: Ijer daiH'iiii:* and 
siimane: enraptured liim, and at lenirth, 
wlien, as if by accident, she dropped her 
veil and difseh^sod her extraordinary beauty, 
his heart became completely her own, 
Scdim, distracted witli h»ve, apjdied to his 
father, the sultan, to assist him; hut Akbiir, 
aware that thc> hand of the dangerous heauty 
wiis already disposed of, refused to commit 
an act of tyranny, and in despite <.)f the en- 
treaties and despair of the prince, Mehr-el- 
Nissar became the wife of her father's 
choice, Sheer Afkun, a Turconvmian noble- 
man of high lineage and great reiunvn. 



SELIM 
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The hrideji^oom shortly after, disgusted 
with the insults and aniioyaiiees which lie 
Tuei with frcni IVincc Selim, left tlie court 
of Agra, and retired with his wife to lleugal, 
where he beciituo governor of the |)roviuc‘e 
of Ilurdwaii. 

When Stdini siK'ccoihnl his iatlu'r, he 
recallod Sliecr: lui) Im dared not so far 
ouliMge |uihlic o])niiou, a^ to de]»rivc the 
illiistriouf^ omrah of his wife. Sh(*(U‘ was 
a man of e\' dt(;d fetOing, and very pojmhir: 
Ills strcnglh ami valour reml(*red him re- 
nnrkahh;, and hi'> good (jinlities endeared 
him to tlic j)eof)le. II(‘ had spent Ids youtli 
in Persia, aiul liad served, with extra- 
ordlnarv r<*nown, Sliah Ismael, tli(‘ chi(*f of 
the Suvi lim;. 1 1 is original name was Asia 
Pillo, hut, liaving killed a lion, lie was 
diL'Tjitied with the title «d’ Sheer Afkun. 
“ Desirover of the Ijion;’’ and hy tliat de- 
sig'Jiati<m became celebrated throughout 
India, fie .served in the wars of Ald)ar 
with extraordinary reputation, and at the 
taking of Scindc dis}>layc<l ju’odigies of 
valour. 

Selim, now called dehang ire. k(‘pt his 
court at Delhi wIh'Jj Shef;r returned. Tlie 
hushand vainly hoj)cd that time had effaced 
the memorv of Mehr-el-JSissji from the 
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monarch’s mind; and, }>eb^r of a uobla 
and trusting disposition, ho suspected no 
treachery. Jehaiigire had, liowever, re- 
solved, if possible, to rid himself of hi> rival. 

On (»ne occasion, when they were hunting, 
he caused him to be exposed t(» a tiger. 
Sheer defended himself against the beast in 
a manner described as perfectly miraculous, 
without Avea]>ons, like a kuiulit of romance, 
and killed bis antagoni-t. Tlie sultan, un- 
moved by bis valour, next laid a pL)t to 
bav'e him trodden to death hy an cdojdiaTit. 
hut he again escaped, having attacked tho 
i aging animal aiul cut off its trunk. 

llis house was, .after this, beset by assas- 
sins, and he was i?i great j>oril, but once 
more succeeded in foiling his assailants. 
IJis valour and resolution were no match for 
the treachery of his ]v»werful foe, and, in 
the end, the lieroic Sheer fell a vi(‘tim to 
the persevering cruelty of his rival: he was 
drawn into an ambush, and fell, after a fear- 
ful struggle, piereod with six balls, having 
killed several of hi^ murderers in the conHiet. 

lVIehr-cl-\issar was now free, and her 
conduct gave cause* of suspicion that her 
grief was not extreme. Slie gave e>tit tliat 
her husband, being aware (*f the sultan's 
attachment to her, had commanded that, in 
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(■{ISO of his (le{ith, she sliould iioi Iotio Tosist 
his wishes, but. surrender herself lo him im- 
mediately. She was accordingly conveyed, 
Avith greiit care, frcnn Burdwiiu, Avhere tlie 
1111 fortunate Slmer had, not long before his 
death, retired. Imping to live Avith lier in 
pea^ e; and the fair cause of so much mis- 
chief AVJis taken 1<* Delhi, to the Sultaini- 
Mother, Avho receiAmd her Avitli eAX*ry demon- 
stration of respect and affection. 

An unioresoen disap]>ointment, hoAvcver, 
nAAMitod tin beautifid ^lehr-el-Nissjir: A\he- 
th(T jictuated by remorse or caprice. Jelnin- 
gire, now ilnit no impediminit Avas in tin' 
Av«iy of his hjippincss, refused to see 1 km*: 
and she Avas shut up in one of t]K‘ Arorst 
a])artmeiits of his ^cTsigli**. Avhere four yejirs 
Avere jiassed by the liOglected beauty m 
such ])oA’oriy and necessity, tlnit, iu order l(» 
sn[)port luM'self, slm Avas obliged to (Muplov 
her talent in various AAmrks, which Avere so 
excpiisite that she obtained ;i quick side for 
them amongst the ladies of Delhi {ind Agr;i. 
By this means she was eindded to repair 
and beautify her apartments; and sluf tlien 
clothed her attendants in the riclK.*st manner, 
reiahung, however, herself, the simplest 
dress she could devise. 

Curiosity, at length, subdued the moody 
resolve of the Hidtan: and lie delermined to 
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sne the sin^^iilar vvnmaii, whn, uiuler what- 
ev(*]’ circurnstaiicps she apjiearod, (‘emmaiided 
jitt(3iitioTi. He visited her apartments, where 
all he saw dclicflited him; hut Mehr-^d- 
Nissar most Ho inquired wliy slie inadr 
so remarkable a difference between the dre^.s 
of her slaves and her own: io ^\hicli ques- 
tion slie rejdied, ‘‘ Tho-e born to cervitinle 
must dress as it ydeases tliose wliom ihev 
serve: those are mv servant>. I allevi.ite 
their boiidaL';e by every me:iu> in my power: 
but I tint am your slave, oh. h’mperor <»f 
tlio Moghuls! mii'^t dress according to your 
})lo:isure. not my own.** 

('harmed w'ith the spirit of this answer, 
Jehaijirire at once forirot all his coldness; 
Ills former tenderness returned in all its 
depth, and he re^. ■]\ed to compensate his 
nulifferenco to tlie lovely w'idow hv loading 
her with ri(‘hes and poiu]). The very next dav 
after their tardy interview, a inaLniiticeiit fes- 
tival was prc}»arcil to celebrate their nu}»tials. 
Her name was changed by an edict int(^ 
Z\’ur-ma-hal, the “Light of the Harem/'^®^) 
A11 liis former favourites vanished before her, 
and dining the remainder of the reign of 
Jehan jiro, she bore the cliief sway in idl the 
affairs of the empire. She advanced all her 
family to the highest posts; her numerous 
relatives pouroil in from Tart:ii’v o\\ hearing 
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THE HESEET HORN. 


of the prosperity of the house of Aijiss. Her 
father, Avorthy as he was great, sustained 
Ills rank with virtue and dioiiity; her 
brotliers, also, acquitted themselves, in theii: 
several governments, mueli to the satisfac- 
tion of Jill parties, ajid no family ever rose 
so rapidly, or s(^ deservedly, to honour, rank, 
and emiueneo, as tliat of Kliaja Aiass and 
his Desf^rt Horn.” 

THi: DESKRT BORN. 


Day fades amidst the mighty solitude, 

The sun goes down and leaves no liope 
behind; 

Afar isheard tlie rtivciiing <Ty, for food, 

Of savage monsters; and the sultry 
wind 

Sears with itsfurnace-breath, butfresli- 
ens not 

AVith one reviving sigh, tlie dismal spot 

Where threedevoted beings pantinglie, 

Prone on the scorching ground, — as if 
to die 

Were all of good could reach their 
helpless state. 

Abandoned, ^midst the brackless sands, 
to Fate! 








AT A PS’S DKPPAm. 

And does young Aiass yield to fortune's 
frown ? 

Are all his high aspirings come to this ? 

His haughty bearing to the dust bowed 
down. 

His glorious visions of success and 
bliss — 

The dreams that led him from his 
Tartar home, 

To seek, in golden Hindostan, renown — 

Is this the end of all ; — Lost, overcome, 

By famine a*nd fatigue >ubdued, at 
last — 

Patience and fir jnness — hope and valour 
— past ! 

He cried — Oh, Allah! when the Patri- 
arch\s child 

t"orlorn beside his fainting mother lay. 

Amidst the howling desert dark and 
wdld. 

When not a star arose to cheer her way, 

Heard she not Zemzem’s murmuring 
w'ators nigh,^*^*^^ 

And the blest angel’s voice that said 
they should not die? 

But I — look on ray new-born child — 
look there ! 

On my young wife— what can I but } 


She left liei* tents for me — iibamluiK^d 
all 

The wealth, the state her beauty well 
might claim : 

Alas! the guerdon of lier truth, how 
small — 

Alas ! what had J , but a soldier^s tiame, 

A sword — a steed, my faithful, fainting 
one, 

Whose cours(' is, like liis ma8ter\s, 
almost done. 

I led her here to die — to die! — when 
earth 

Has lands so beautiful, and scenes so 
f ai r, 

Cities and realms, and minc*s of count- 
h‘ss worth; 

Monarclis — with proud sultanas all 
their care, 

And none with Zarah worthy to com- 
pare! 

Yet here she lies — a broken cloud! — 
this gern, 

Fit for the first in Indians diadem ! 

Oh, she was like that tree,^^’^^ all purity. 

Which, ere the hand of man approach 
the bouirh . 
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THi: 1 AJN'J'INJi MOTHLK. I»i5 ' ' ' ^ 


No bird or creeping insect suffers nigh, 

Nor shelter to ought evil will allow; 

But once the fruit is plucked, there ends 
the charm — 

Dark birds and baneful creatures round 
it swarm. 

Thou selfish Aiass, hast destroyed the 
tree, 

Behold its lovely blossoms scathed by 
thee! 


Is there no Jiope; — levive, my noble 
steed, 

Fail not thy master at his utmost need ; 

Thoucanst, thou wilt support her gentle 
weight? 

Courage! — thou wert not wont to 
deem it great. 

A little further — yet one effort more — > 

And, if wo perish then, our miseries 
are oV.r/^ 


^^But, oh! — my child!” the fainting 
mother cried, 

^Alyarnis are freebie, and support hernot. 
And thou dost Aiass, death is in thy face: 
Why should we strive to quit this 
hideous place ? 

My babe and I can perish by thy side — 
Oh ! let our graves be in this fatal spot.” 
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Tin^ TASK. 


ifjf; 

** * 

V Slio spoke, and prostrate fell. With 
. nerveless hands 

' Her form sad Aiass on his steed lias 
' cast., 

* ^ ** Which, trembling with that lifeless 

* ^ being, stands — 

His struggling breath comes heavily 
, • and hist. 
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A task, a fearful task, must yet be 
done. 

Ere he the Desert^s path shall dare 
explore. 

His babe must sleep beneath yon tree 
— alone ! 

No parent's kiss shall ever wake her 
more. 

Some leaves he plucked, the only 
leaves that grew 

Upon that mound, so parched and 
desolate,' 

Tlicse o'er the sleeping innocent ho 
threw — 

Looked not — nor turned — and left 
her to her fate. 


i; ' • . 

I, 


My babe ! thou wert a pearl too bri ght 
, U ■ For pitiless, earth^s unfriendly slight. 
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THE MOTirr.Tl. ir,7 

He who first called thee forth again, 
Shall place thee in thy parent sliell ; 
There shalt thou slumber, free from 
pain, 

While guardian Peris watch thee well. 
Within onr hearts, two living urns, ' 
Shall live thy memory — blessed one! 
As the white water-lily turns 
Her silver petals to the moon; 
Though distance must their loves 
divide. 

And but his image gilds the tide.’^ 


THE MOTHER. 

Oh, who shall tell what horror, what 
dismay, 

' Flashed wdldly from lost Zarah^s 
haggard eye. 

When, toiling slowly on their devious " 
way, 

: , Her sense returned, and lo ! — her 
, arms no more 

* She found, with straining clasp, her 
* infant bore! — 

^ She shrieked — Oh GoH ! that cry 
of agony 




' ^V- ■ the MOTnEll'S .AIT'^INQS. 

Will Aiass liear for over. Hark! it 
\ * ring’s 

? ^ Like the death triiinp, and by its fear- ' 
, fill spell 

Back all his strength and wasted vigour 
brings: 

' ^ Hefeels unnatural force returning, swell 

in all his v»"ins — his blood is Haine: 
that shriek 

Resounds again, far through the Desert 
borne. 

AVhat need of words tlie fatal truth to 
speak ? 

What need of qiu^slions? is slu* not 
forlorn — 

Is nota branch torn from the tree' away, 
And will it not — even vJieri* it stands — 
decay ? 

(Ri! she had in those ftnv brief hours 
Her Desert-born bad seen of light, 

Gazed in itsface,aiul tlioiight tlieHn\\ ca s 
Of Eden clustered ricli and bright 
In glory, round its radiant bi’ow! — 

’ , : Tliat all A1 J annates gems were hid 
' Beneath that pure and snowy lid. 

' Where were those heavenly glances ^ 


now ! 





THE MOTHER'S. DT.VfRACTlON. H,l> 


Oh! as she feebly knelt beside 

Its rugged couch, her tears would start, " 

Lest aught of evil should betide . 

The cherished iflol of her lieart. 

She traced the father\s features there, ' * 
In that small tablet, pure and fair, 

Exulting in a mother's name: 

■And, in her daughter, nursed the flame 
That burn'd, divided, yet the same. 


And has she lost that blessed one? ■ 

J[hir lost? — starved — left to beasts a 
prey' 

Was deed so fell by Aiass done — 

Her own beloved, her hope, her stay? < . 

Has misery changed her heart to stone ? 

^^My child! my child she slirieks: 

the Desert wild V - 




THE BLACK SNAKE. 


With flashing oyo rtkI rapi<l pace, 

Of hope, of fear, alike boroft, 

Flies Aiass, guided by the trace 
His conrseFs tottering stops liad left 
x\long the deep and sandy way, 

Baric where his poor deserted infant 
lay. 

Beneath a tree, ihe single oiu^ 

That in the T)t*sert sprang alone — 
Like latent hojH*, that sti'iiggling, wo'll 
Live in the tortured bosom still — 
Slumberingandpeac(‘fi]l lay the child ; 
A faint and tender njseate streak 
Had dawned along its holluw che^k, 
And in nnconscions ttrcsaniing bliss — 
it smiled. 


But — coiled ground it — pee ring in 
" < To the closed eyes and trniKnill inrv. 
Winding its dark rings on tin* ivory 
skin, 

. A black snake holds it in his fell em- 
brace; 

His forked tongue and fieiy eyes 
reveal, 

] The helpless infanFs fate one moment 
; more shall seal! 
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With frantic shout the fatlior onward 
sprung, 

While ye^t the serpent to his victim 
clung; " 

i The monster, startled fruin his ])rey. 

Quelled by a hiunaii glance, relaxed 
his hnidj 

With sudden bound unloose eafdi 
slimy fold. 

And midst the njcky hollc»ws slunk 

, away. 

^ One phrenzied spring — and tr) his 
jiantiiig breast, 

Aiass, his wakened, rescued treasure 
prest. 

With >tep, than antelope's less Heet, 

TIh'< happy father fled away, 

And where his weeping Zarah lay. 

Cast his loved burden at lier feet. 

His brain reels round, his short-Hvod 

I* ^ 

’ vigour flies; 

Prostrate he falls, and darkness veils r ' 
his eyes. 
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. .p;v Oh^vVild is the waste vvliere the caravan a - 


roves, 

> ^ And many the danger tlie traveller 
r- proves; 

‘ ]5ut the star of the morning shall beckon 
wv'n him on, 

’ And blissful the guerdon his patience 
^ has won ; 

Nor water, nor milk, nor fresh dates 
shall he need, 

' No loss has he met of good camel or 
. ' / steed, 

, He looks o^ev the sands as a road to 
' " renown, 

V For the hills in the distance his labours 
' shall crown: 

He sings of ►Shiraz, and her generous 
wine, 

And pours to the prophet libations 
divine ; 

- Thenumbersof Hafiz awake hissons*, 
^ And who shall declare that the poet is 
^ wrong? 
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CAZEL. 



To-day is given to pleasure, 

It is the feast of spring; 

And earth has not a treasure 
Oiir fortune shall not bring. 

Fair moon ! the bride of heaven confest. 
Whose light has dimmed each star. 

Show not thy bright face in the East, 
I\ly love’s outshines it far. 

Why sighs the lonely nightingale, 
Ere days first beams appear ‘r 

She murmurs forth her plaintive tule^ 
For coming Spring to hear. 

Oh, ye erely wise, 

To-da\ your counsels spare; 

Your fro^v n in vain denies 
The wine-cup ana the fair. 


Within our haunts of bliss 
The dervish may be seen, 

io'' 

Whoae seat, till days like this, 

Within the mosque has been. 
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T cai-0 not — but the truth declare^ 
That Hafiz fills again: 

His ej^os are on his charming fair, 
His lips the wine cup drain. 

* * A H« 



^^J\vas near a fountain's brink a group 
lecliiied. 

Whore waters sported with thcMuoruing 
wind, 

^rreos throw tlioir shadows broad and 
deep around, 

^nd grass, like emeralds, freshened 
all the ground. 

All former care and future toil forgot, 

^riiey hailed the present in this happy 
spot: 

Alerchants they were, and great their 
treasured store, 

]{ich rnusk from Khoteii, gems and 
stuffs they bore. 

Bound o^er the desert sands to fair 
Lahore. 

From climes remote, and differenf 
nations, some 

Amidst tliese arid tracts were bent to 
roam 

In search of pleasure, wandering from 
their home. 



cx 
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BRiiiHA’S FOHUOW" 17r> 

They sang their ooautry^s legends as 

they lay, ••■'' 

Aladsoothe with melody the devious way : j? — . 

One dark-eyed minstrel lured the 
curious throng, 

To list the Brahujin^s sad, inysterion^ 
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IiA\ Ot' BIUMHA’S SOKUOW 

Minstrel, wake the Magic s[)ell ! 

Sing of Love, its wonders tell; 

Tell how it ‘^ubdues the proud. 

SliM,!! we blame wen,k man that falls. 
When thy glowing verse recalls, 
How iiniii'^rtal nature’s bowed; 

How grouu Briuiha^s heart was tried, 
How foi w«mjan^s love he sighed. 

Who shall say w^hero love begins. 
How its subtle it wdns? 

Gods, wiio love the race they frame. 
Cannot tell whence springs the 
Mau may reason long and well, 

But can never break the spell. 

V i i ^ , V 
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17». 'I’iJK (.01>'S I.AAIUXT. 

Sijiij of JiriiJilia, i\nd fho pain 
Which disturbs his sacred reign ; 
hjvcn on his heav^only throne 
Tears of sorrow cloud his eye, 
Dreaiuing of that fatal one, 

Born in awful mystery : 

Lust created — prized the most, 
Beauteous, loving, loved, and lost! 


Sometimes when the shirs look dim, 
And the moaning winds are high, 
Brimha wakes his mournful hymn, 
Tuned to grief tliat cannot (li(\ 
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Then farewell ! — since ^tis a crime, 
Being, beautiful as day, 

To adore thee through all time, 
Since I may not call thee mine. 
Nor before thy glance divine, 

Gaze my own rapt soul away. 
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111 rny anxious t<iil ivjjtiid me, 

Fatal was the power that made thee ! 
Others may bj^hold those eyes. 
Others live for ages blest, 

I must seek my native skie>, 
Robbed of hope, of peace, and rest. 
Thou wilt make the world all light, 
But my throne is endless night. 





From niy heart thy being came, ‘ 

Springing from its pnrc'^t flame. 
lutth- deemed I that the last 
Jlrightest of my works would be — 

As my eager glances fast 

On the perfect form I cast — - ^ 

Fatal to my power and me! 


Of the lotus flower I chose, ' 

Leaves the freshest for thine eyes, « 
Flowers whose petals never close, iX’ 


And whose colours are. the sky^s: 
For thy hair, the clouds that fleet 
O’er the radiant face of heaven; 
And the waves thy dancing feet 
All their rapid play had given 







178 THE QOD\S LAMENT. 

Every bud of purest race. 

Was combined to form thy face; 

All the jiowers my prescience knew, 
In one mighty work I threw; 

All its force my mind employed — 
And the close its peace destroyed ! 

Kaiu would I the task forget. 

Which has charmed each sense so 
long, 

For its guerdon is regret, 

And it^ riiemor}^ breathes of wrong. 
ISot one hope can Fate allow, 

’Tis a crime to love thee now! 

Vainly is the world created, 

Vainly may it rise or fall; 

Dead to joy, with triumph sated, 

^Tis to me a desert all. 

All is nothing without thee. 

Yet thy name is death to mo! 

Death? — ah, would that death could 
come. 

And my long despair be o^or I 
But in my eternal home, 

I must mourn for evermore. 
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THE GObS LAMENT. 

Weeping, even as Ttudder wept. 
Tears that in oblivion slept, 

Till the din of mortal strife 
Called his being into life. 

Floods of tears he gave to me, 

And the saddest flosv for ther . 
Farewell, child of beauty! — go 
Bless and gladden all below; 

^rurn thine eyes to heaven in j raver. 
And behold a lover there. 

Who renounced, for thy dear sake, 
All the bliss of (*arth r nnbiiiM : 
Save the joys his power might take, 
And to virtue all rcsignM.''"^ 

5|« * * 

A shriek! — what sound is through the 
stillness sent? — 

All pause, all listen, breathl ‘ss and 
intent, 

Even the sagacious camels cease to graze, 

Tho coursers suutf the air with eager 
gaze: 

And anxious voices soon their counsel 
lent- - 

Some traveller, lost amidst the desert^a 
iiiai.e, 

Demands our care, — ou — on ere yet too 
late, 

Snatcli we our brother from imoendiuir 
fate/^ 






■j ' ISO THE HOD’S 1. AMENT. 

» And thus whs Aiass saved. And at 

1’^ ' ' that hour 

Arose the star that shed its guiding, 
power, 

To lead him on to wealth, and pomp, 
and state; 

The noblest, highest midst the prpud 
and great. 

And bards have told the fortunes of 
that child, 

' Exposed to fomine in the dreary wild, 

Whose peerle.ss beauty, and whose 
mighty fame, 

^ Have filled the world with Muhr-el- 
Nissar^s name! 
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NOTES 


(ai S(*( ‘‘'-]K' iiinMf* Ilf Tli«- L.iiK |VM*tr\ oi I j ‘ li *’ m| i/ - j, 

TjoriTnt'i' I’lK.!)!" nr Ai..ui (M'.uinr 

(III Till'' iiiir<i<lu» 1 . t I* a i.' 1 w/f< / inio <‘\ ei V ’h rin"'!* h , 

of <m< ut ill- fi'K'Mi- ' 

. fc) '-n ^^ illKiiii ^1' t*- ‘-•i\ - ill j, rill- 1 1 Ik 'i • -r 'i- ..itisuI iv 
liu- It i- piniiiMlv I ^utli an'l w.iMtl.- ot 

ll*i\Mi-. iinil A\iiirtii 111 a iim-t (‘\<jiii-ir* li.md *■ 'I'lan* aj«‘ .it ^ 

-IV I (tl T* -.illK- {KHlIl. 

( 1 > Till- <‘t (IniNi tlifu jMiii. ihImI' Ij.ini (la (iiink wnul 
•siL’inh iiiLi '/ 'K/'/ Ml t>ii*U‘h iiiiti iluwr</r.,'/. w '//»>' inwliit’li t}i( \ 

Ki'‘ ilotlii'l Tlio\ lu!K•^•' m im^lt -t’li.ition niid ralh 

rlu i\i-tciK‘o of liiruu- rcw.id- ami pii’ii-liimiit' ''oiiie of tl.i- 
anirm thill tlit' I'lin-riuii 'lot niiu* i- ilu* ‘-aim .'!«■ rl.oir <i\\ n. 

(* 2 ) d’lw Hi nil in ''’ 111 -. ‘*.1 -(H't. -,i\- a \vnt<i 'O tbi. A-i:uu‘ 

.loniinil IS.hi ”1101 niikiiowii m Kiiro|»o, and ^^hK.■ll lot a 
Tiinc n'lkoiiL’il u 1 1 In loll .nm-n-j-t it- niin.lu |i.i— o— .i Ix’liof 
in thr Korun aiui -uinnw an 'ryo*," tonf/arf t>n fht‘ d<iu t>f 
ifi'/mfif trifhiiuf htfiMimmj. tin* a-st'inbh ol cn’ntt'd 

^H'lno-- ami llio -iipu'inc xml from uliioh tin \ non* doTaohoL ^ ^ 

wlion a orK--tml voi, piomainootl tin- word- "Art thon m.r 4 

with th\ Lord" oi •‘boniui to Hini'* Jiml nil tbr -jiint- iiii- 
V '-wri>'d, * Vi- UiMUM’ It 1 - that J/i'.', oi "Art tlioti not?' and 
• JUh. o) ‘*\o-" im'i-sitnT]> ocrur in thr m^-tical vri-H.*- oi tin' 
TVMhinn^;. and ol ilio Tniki-h ixh'I-. who imitatttl tlKin, iii- tlic ^ 

Koiiiaii- iniitA eil tin- f»i\vk- 
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‘ CoHii’tiuii ot tirr.iM-. Xo 1 

'-f- .nt ^ - -15 •'{ 
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XOTES. 
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(3) The* jioot Sponsor would Bitnii, liv the feWlouinjx tn Imvo 
been a Sufl; - 


k 

f 


“That wondrous ijatterii, uiuitsoe'or it ho, 
^^^U!t^ 1 or In earth, laid uj) in swirf‘t store, 

Or else In heaven, that no man may it see 
With sinful oye«^, for foai it to deflort'. 

Is pt^rfect bmntt/, which all men acloro. 

Who>»o face and feature dobh.so miicli exci'l 
Ah mort.'il seiiM*. that imiw* llu; same mnv fell.” 




A 
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(4) This is a ver^ frequent metajilmr used b\ tin* poi'ts. 

(fl) See Note 2. 

(6) The mati^nnl and intellectun) world are iiuileivtood. 

(7) Pryden's Life of Vinril, and fM'ntt VVarini's Tom. 

(8) These ^ates are now faiuiliai to the Enuhsh ; obtained h\ one 
of the most disastrous \ietories that evei followisl .i fearful rna^- 
sacR*, they have bet'ii enrrii-d back in t)inn)T*li to Somndt. altei 
centuries of absence: and Mirel.i the jjreat iilol, v. hieli Mahmoud 
broke in picci's and ^tn*wed the fiafnnenU on tin* courts of the 
public mosque and his own paiace. would lx* j^i.ititietl. il stoni'S 
had sense, as they were once thoufiht to have, at the vndiin'i 
sacrificed to rej^ain the grates of his temple; that temple visited, 
i/i thp time of tho ecUjtses, by more than three tlionv.md ])ilrriinis, 
when the hideous deitv, who deliphttsl in blood. v,,is snj>plu*(l 
twict* daily with fresh water from the (iamres, u flionsaud miles 
distant ! 

(ft) D«)w's Hindustan. 

(10) From the eij?hth chapter of tlu" work, winch is intn '■ixTsed 
with cnnoiis historical nnerdote- and fra>:uieut'' oi he.-uitifni jKH‘tr\, 
the leanuHl Onsele\ quotes these lines . “At the time when my 
coffin shall pas-, b\, think not I am affe<'tisl b> .iin worldly 
cares. * * * When you paze on m\ inanimate cor>.i exelaim not 
‘alas! alas!’ Should you fall into the siuiies of Satan, then, in- 
deed, you may cry alas!’ *•* (’ommit mv huh to the earth, 
and talk not of absence and .sepan rion; for the earth is jiuly a 
veil which connects the secrets of lovers.” 

(11) Chap, vi., 1, -“On that nipht could not the kinp sl(*ep, 
and he commanded to bring the book of records of the clinaiic'lch: 
and they were read befiire the king” ♦ * ♦ Cliaii. x., 2, “And all 
the acts of his power and Ilia miglit, and the d«)cl.iration of the 
greatnes.s of Mordecai, are they not written in the hook of the 
chronlcU*H of the kings of Media and I*ri’siaV’’ 

(12) Son of Jamshul, another favourite Fersiiiii he ro. 
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(13) Zlttarn -titmiflo^ « * 

(14) In tJip Rftst, tlif ryrir* s>. always a ‘symbol of grace, beauty, 

and trladiie-^s, though with u- it is lui emblem of sa/lnosa and ^ 
sorrow. - 

(l/») See an excellent account of them by Mr. W. i . Ainsworth, 

(l<i) It is t(» Jamshld Milton alludes in his “TJ Penscros<'j,‘’ 

“Wh<' ownrsl'the virtuous nmj .-ind ftUtxK ” 

(17) in Sir WlUiain Jones. 

(18) “The most famous talismans .i gainst the Dives wp»^ thr Kr*al 
of Solimun Jarad, fifth monarch of the world, whi' !i gav to tiie 
posscfisor command of the* elements, hmrmr, and ill creates! 
things ; the buckler ot Jan lim Jan, mon* f,im<nis in the Ea«t 
than the shield of Achilles amongst the Greeks . the impenetrable 
cuirass, and the flai ling sword.” Richardson’s Ijntiunury. 

^(19) Mihman, a stranger gue'^t. 

(20) His real name was Moudad-etl-dni AhCl T^ael Hos^em. 

(21) The Tograv oiiglit to coiuuin all the numi's <»f the .Sovereign, 
interlaced in a jieeuliar maiinei. 

(22; .Moi ■(i'fil \\.is at that jK-nod a cit\ of en-at renown. 

(23) The letter I.ani, in poctrv. i.-. tlie eiuh!* n of i nngh t of hair. 

(21) TiAdakh*»)ian H celebrate I f< r Its hal.i- rume-. IVidukh^hi, 
ihe jifirt, ‘'o called from his birth- place, has tlu* follownm eou])le( 

III one of hi-- ]x>en]S’ 
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“THR UNCERTAINTY GT LIFE. 

“ liat la like tlie lilc (J man 
Tolling thro hi^ liule >jmiu ' 

Child of ho[X‘. .Old doubt and eait*. 

Rooktsl by rraii'-jvirt and de-paii 

“ A*, the llo^r-pla^^ is his state. 

.‘^iieh the emblem <)f his fate. 

Like its sands which ever flow. 

Alternating high and low.” 

• 

(‘Jti) The smulies in this ixieiv aiv very strange : a very few sjieci- 
niens of this kind of coniiKi-ition will be sufficient for the English 
reader , to ^%hon they will probably appwir “high fantastical," and 
the sentiments singularly coiitnidictory to those who are not Sufis ; 

(2*1) Tree of Panidise. 

(27) Pi-operly Efsal-ed-din Hakaiki , the name of Khakani being 
added b^ his masti-r Aboul Ola, on account of his being a favour- 
ite w'lth Khnkani Manngliir, Priiioe of Sehirvan. 

(28) The eastern ixiets are fond of cinnparing the eye of their 
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mistress to the narj^is, or narcissus, as they imagine that flower to 
resemble an eye. 

(29) In the oiiglnal the line is -“He knows it, —he knows 
it, — he knows it 1” 

(80) The poet’s real name Is unknown ; the one by whieh ho 
is known comes from his having made a pilgrimage to Jovnsalom. 

(31) It Is recorded that every time Fcrhnd struck the rock*, ho 
called out “Alas! yhirocn!” 

(32) See an account in tin* Oriental follection*,. 

(33) A hnndrecl men could not raise* ono of tlie (lU'ccs of stone 
which IVrhad had flung down. 
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f34} A1 Cn^stUar, the river of Paradise. 

r.i.j) Hafiz sav- that the tulip fbst sprung from the blo<u1 of 
Sliiroen’s unhtrtiinate lovor. 

^ (3f») Sw* the lives of llaliz, HatJfl, Ac., on this eurioiis subject, 

u jfr (37) The bi*d of rases Ufid rose-garden, Sir H'llJutin Join'i. * 

(38) Feridonn the life of I’lrdou*-!) tin* son of dmn'.hid. 

passed all his yoiitli in war with Zolmc, t)ie usm |)f'r t>f Iw- king- ^ 
dom, whom he at lengtii overeume. He li*okisl iipm a.s n 
m<Klel of every virtue hut “the glorious fault <»f ungels and of gods.' 
ambition, clung to him in the mulst of all. 

(39) Travels of Hatiin Tni, 

(40) In RO'.Sh Gnlistan. 

^ (41) Man wa> first formed of 8<*ven handfuls of different coloured 

clay, — A\henee the variety of complexion The elav of which 
^ Adam was fonnotl is said to have l»e<‘ri rrddish. - u, Koran. 

(42) The tnb<; of Ad was destroyrsl by a jxiairfid wind \^lll(•h 
lilcw for seven days and nights. T'rom Weibe sduj to W«*tlnes- 
day. — Ibid. 


(43) Abraham is emphatioalI\ calks] “tiie Friend of GihI 
having hfjcn thrown, by order of Xiniro»l, into an immense firt*. 
the cords only were <‘finsmne»l with whieh he wna hound, and tlie 
pile became a delightful gaiden. Had. 
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(44) Nimrod, having attemptwl to owmnd to hi’avcn, to malci* *• . 
war njvin Go<l, was punished b> a swann of gnats, whieii dei4troy«sl ^ 
his impious BiihjwtH. One of the inwts entered the (‘ar or nostnl 

of Nimrod, and penetr>it**fl his iimin. IhuL T 

(45) By the jxiwer of the Prophet Paleb the ns’k oiicned, 
and a sho-camel Issued out, to the confusion of the Thamniudib*s. 

Had. 

(46) The iron which David umnI in making coats of Tnail, ^ | 
became In his hand« us soft as wax. - Ibid. 
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NOTE?. iH.j 

(47) All tho dives ftiul ‘‘vil ‘<pinrs w^-ro ti> Solomon. --/?<»(/ 

f4S) IS ftjiitl, by vitn* Peiii^iii wnter^, to lm\f < ut 

ill two b\ ii s.iw fippliol t<i tb‘‘ ' rowni of in- IkimI 

(49) Tlic imrn!*c;iilutc conci-ptiori of the Viifdri M.iry i- nnplK-iti, 
Ixilnivcd by the Mf>luuniiM**UiM«. -Ibul. 

(50) An infant in th< rradh* is •^ail t<» iia\i >>nni> wnm-' to 
» Pfdiphar of the inruKM'inif* of J<w*ph - /An/. 

(51) Tin- devils who cndwivour t*> ■ .’oib ip into ilv* :w,o'h‘ ^JJns 

of the Z(h1mc nr«* dnvtit ^wa\' i»v a- wiih -toin-. Tn* 

Mohmiiiin-'lnns bt-ln-^i- tlnit- thosi i:irs whieb ' cpj^ o 

fallinv^ or ■ilimitinu' iiloiit? Tin -kv are 'laiP'*! bv - .d tb(— e 

iinpii-iti ve df‘iii<;Tis, who w-mld jtr’. into tin- t 4 tb*' 

spln r« - /bill 

'52', 'I’ln Tiapjii-i- in itiiproin l| in-uo-i to tin ' -s t -if *ln 

Suiis 

(55) The Gazi-1 'aiiiatorv jhiciii, i- jjr n-rnowsl t«> Thin-«>n 

oonjjlet- in the .mi/iiMi . the Ka-i<!.«b ,.r nnlhnr-il ui f .i. 'i 
coiiplf't of the Gaz<l tin -m tw nm-t b- "’'plrt,. in n,. Kn-iln’- 

it iiia> rnn on 1 « ivuM not rt iit. i m.tmT \w:n t’n- <.f 

-iieo^-dinp in tin- ^•(nMiUsirit \ . -md lii%. no* nit! inplod i: 

(51, .‘-ir Wilhiiin Joth'-. niw'*sl lb \ n ''ki t<* -ni i »< 

ol Hafiz. 

(55' Tin S.d-it of Mahnesbnn in t'-* hnb,* tsotini: bini-'lf 
on the hndpi', at the intranet .>i ih. iou« mm ei>iiv-]-inp .did 
'»inpinp i«i tb* i^-oph*. thn- **nti. n-p tln-iii bv 'o '-ten to 

In- -en-<u- ( vlion.iiion- 

(5i^) Tin- iin uii'leii i-tirawn Iioiii t*:i i w-ton^ of il.i rdilitnl 
tmnnip tlnn f.-ues tow.ml- ih» T. i-iph of Mei-^ a 

(57) 'I'lie -ipn of Yu— uf- 'IoM]»h- hol],,vv.v w.i.. iiidn ,d<-*l 
bT 11 bnlliant -tar. wln<b it- ra>- above In- ri.:ht -honldo. 

n '-einbhnp tin ei-b -f - *1 huht from iln- fiorn- of \(o-e- .md ilie nnn- 
iiii- whieh .siirmuinl- tin iio.ad- of the -.unt- of ihv ,\r\\ I .-t.irient. 

"(5^) The oripiiiii 1 1 - \ er\ fam-ifn! ’Tin Jmiunnt in. id of 'he 
,llo^se^ and lainel-- iin]>nnt- hmmui-. luw nuK'n-. on il.i -.nnl , -.h.h 
a MOMer moon, Jonn 1 by the hool-. effin-t-, in ipiu k snect*«-ioi, 
the i-lu-fk;- of The full iiunai. and -«w»n <>bin«^ apnu i ebarniiiii: 
full moon, and Tnad> the in \a nmon b.iek apani into iii'thinp. 

(59) Si-i* a senes (d lapel’s, vert v'uiious and iiiLT'-nion-. entitail 
“ShaksiiieTe I’.nx-rs.** b\ the lat< l»i 'Mapinn. wbieli apixareii in 
“ Ueiitley s Mi.pa/.inc,” n-markable foi their hriiliaiu \ and leanoiiii. 

(UO) lx‘i)a is ealled in the oriinnal "tin- llo-^,' ’’the liekoe^l 
t>nt\'* “the 'J'rue One." &e. 
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“the Miul,” after he l)o<'UTno 


(«1) f. f. MejMoou. 

(«‘>) Kais was culled Mejnooii. or 
distract-ed. 

{i;.{) The rniphet of the Well of Tdfe. M. Tabrc* d’OUv(‘t. 
ill his mnurkulilc work, “Dt' TMtill Social di' riloiiiTiie." observes 
® when sjieakin}' of Itani, the divinity There im‘ few nations 
who do not bouht of huvinjr po*%seriscd un Alexander. The 
earliest Ham was diMt'iiatt-d as Sicaiuler of the two horns, on 
account of the AVi/o which he took si h an cnibloin. Thi-so tiro 
horns have become singulnrlv celebiated, tlie> have given rise to 
the form of the tutru and the mitre." 

^t. FubivirOliv'Ct coii'sidcrs that Itani, Itama, and .Taiiishid, an* 
bat one and thi‘ same, the jj) in/ of h/e, of in l.iyt, the nnfin 

oj the irorld, Bacchus or O'^iriv He thinks that the ('elt-> of 
Eiiroije, continuing their idolatr>' in splti- ol tlie manih'stion of 
Ham. or the eternal being, paid, at fii-t, litilc ;ittcMtion to tin- 
religion which he cndcavourc*! to iMaldi-^h, and ilmt tlav.i.ithei 
in pity than in angiT, dcsignabsl hi" followcin, /•. lot 

from that name being gi\cn at hr^t to 11 m‘ i Im t, if cami' lo 
indicate the sivt -.i iranderinfj peojdi, which he tiui'' .aconnts 
? for: - 

'"Askyosk^ or ij^ky a multitude, <ir army, trund. a riisUniL' wiml, 
from whence ttie Saxon irander, whence mud, or tint." 

This fanciful donvation nla^, jMrhaps, be <-<|im] 1\ (omhisuc 
with n*spect to that long di^putinl epic's! ion ol tin iiaanmgof tin- 
Basrpie di'signatioii of their country . A'v -u.ir.i '' 

It W'ouhl almt)**t "is'iii that Alcxainler hiiiivi-ll .md i wi'Vr 

identical, for the author of the “ MoMiiiiienss Mn^snlinanfa ' tlni-. 
siM.Mk'i ol Klii/ziT, w'liosi» name he writes, m Fn-ncli. Khtdt ; 

Some think this |»ersonagc the same ii> tie pioplict Idm-s, 
and indift'ercntl\' erniiloi <an* ii.imo foi aiiotla r "lome think tlic 
soul of h]n<x:h. transinigrati d nil** the biHl> of I’hineas, the son of 
Aaioti. alU'i aiiim.itiiig .'^t. treoige, hecaiiu- lixeil in Klii/./er,* 
which name the Arabs derive horn a woid sigidfjing gneu, t e., 

\ ouiig. 

Kfiizrxjr fweiri's. sometime'. t») aii-wer to oiir wundenng .Tew ; he 
lb s.iid to have drank so d«x;plj of aiertatn foiiiitain iis t(* haie 
attainwl to immortality. This is the Fontaine de .loinenei'. rMim. 
tain rif Youth, of the old roinunee- . the Arabs eall it the ronntain 
of Fife, and the PersiaiiM, Water of l.ite It e sitinted in I.e- 
Pays 'Fencbri u\ the l.and of Darkne-- . and Kld/./a-i is the only 
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J)f‘rs^>n who ij< ‘<np])»iM'(l t'> li;i\« tjiu'ii' ht-*i IjI^* ihirKt iit tiie won- 
(Ji<ni‘' woll. 

KliiriA^r, the llVtm/tm, uiiil Kli.i'', i.i ure, tU nil 

helioved to be a]vlii.^K n»aiiiiriK about tin' world, a—i^tiour ir.n- ’ 1 * j- 
b^’ laud and nta, o^fx'ci.illi -m !» ,iv ar»' on jiii.»-ioh- Joj 

the of G'kI. 'Mh n .ih li\ 5 lu-->ulmfOi a- inM 

and u;;c<j nioTi, with '-t.ivc'- m tla-ir oaiMi- ( )n< ntal w nn-r" 

n*coid that tlicw ])(r*-oiM/«- an- jiJMiliol'i p| t'w vi iiaj. 

ot (‘nlinlT^^ wlio ciirrx V-fUi~ di-]nirt'.t- no -'lOiM th' ^ I'l-' hIk**! 
'Mth iui)ML>r, in (jrd»T tb.ii ila m.iv tin '<•0111 r airi.i .it t'lcir 

<l(‘.-<tinutioii.» 

Jt further suiiiKiru-d ttiat the\ rtinain. unr;l the md of the 
world, ill a beaunful ^Mr<U 11, H" lluii li.ma vil,. n .dl tli.ii ihi \ r .iti 

dehiK' is witl.'in then jr'utr to enj'*} A littl'^ U:fon the i;'>l of 
all tliinp'5, Khas 1 ^ to appear, to jin p.ir* i'i<' w i\ oi the Mu'-i.ih. 
and la tlieiidor*. b<*tn nainetl ’*TIh Itai loiiirti <»f Je^U'. 

A» ropurds AlexaiaU r, <..dl»‘d f>» Mnh‘uitn»> * 1 . in th* Koran, 
» he 'I'w o-horiittl Man. eoiaiin iiiators hav« Isi n at a ]•s.^ to decide 
M ho iv ijiti nd(‘d, hilt L’tiuralh .li-uia that li« v .o' a bniip fuvo.ired 
oJ, and alio b' heted m tlie f/ «» ‘rod Ih..’ fjtnJeil mj tht Purph^t 
K'ii/* r, 111 reaohtd thi Land ot Jfirknes-. leartla r.nintaiti oI 
Jale hm Im ( oiild not obtain jir nni'-eioii to t.iki a draupht o! the 
l.TiTiial *^jtnnL', and diet! at lla aPe of itijrty-thr«<- yearb. 

01 tins >anie Alt zander !•* told the anecdote, of hi^ liartnp. 
to » oii^ole 111 " uiothi 1 for l.i- 'hort hiV. and to jimvt to her how 
little pli:i‘«nje 1- to Ik found in e\i^i. mx. de'-irtd her to pive an 
I inert iJMiiient, aiul iiiMte only tiio>« w h<*M day'- hail brvti hajifu. 
.•^In did -o, and no in-rson arrivnJ t 
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(»!1) Sen* l>ow > lliiidoHtaii. 

i»i;i) Htr iiaiiu i- ^ullioieiith kin»wn thiouphout Kurojie l*\ the 
fsHt Mii.m -- < \<nii-ite f-w 'J'-e i# the same a V lieroine. 

>lie uju- calltd altirwimL .\ui-adi.<n, ‘ Japht of the World." 
loi 110(11111^ apjieared to la r loval hi\ei e\i»n-«^'>ne enouph to 

, ixni\ei all idea of her pi-j Mdauw «» 

Cr.i.) The Well ot /- luynii is heUl sa«.nxl b\ the faithtnl : at Mecca ^ ^ 

* a temple enednseis it. and aiiv stone dipiHxl iji its >^at5.rs i? thought ^ 

to singular virtue. 1 have ‘a-en u large jxhble which has 

>», hn*u Thus made hol\. and was imseinctl, by a devuui julgrim. a* y 

5 

♦ Set' “lx Museum rototianum." t«ir M. Fra'lin. See *' Petit ^ 
de la (’ioi\. Mille et \ n .louis." I> Herbelot. \e. 

, t Stx- “ Aimali's d’Eiit \ eliius," ano "Aboultara>n Chnumiue ^ 
f * 

* * Am 1 * 0 ." 
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tbt? luoHt valimbTo gift ho could offer to a friend of mine in Ij<»nd(»n, 
1)} whom It IS k(T^ in groat iionour. 

(iil ) The Lit^hi, a tree of China, of which it roconled that, 
bcfoiv the hajid of man has giithoroil tin* Iniit, in> bird or m'<oct 
daivs approach it ; but has soon as aii} one lias touched the 
branch(*tf, all aorts of voracious birds, laige and small, come to pre\- 
iijiou it. ^ 

(158) Biimba, «ir Wisdom, say the sacr%*tl books of the Hindoos, 
Avi*eping for the uoiitem))t shown of hisAinlers b> the men he had 
ci-ented, produced a hroirn Jtjnrt/, called Rudder the Wceix'r tHH•al^^»e 
he was. created in tears. Tlie bn>wn spirit sat down before Briniha, 
and lM*g<ui to wiv]». Briniha afterwards emsiteiJ ten men, ami 
one woman, nauu\l Kam (IjOve). She process Ic'd from his heart. 
With this beautiful liciiig he fell iii love, and, being n’pnwa’hed 
by the icn men, lu‘ Coinpicred his ixission, and <“liange<l liei into ten 
bodies, one of which he gave to ea«*li of the munw.^ </. ». men). 

(<i!») “(rod eaimot mvoiint loi the love he lM*ars In', ereat iirc",' - 
SUasti'!' 
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(Tl»; Bnmlia is soinctina represent«*d in the lonn of an infant, 
with bis t(K‘ in Ills mouth, lloating on .i eoinala, <>i watei llow'er, 
and HUiK'timeb on a leaf of tli.it plant, ujhui the w. iters. 'J'lir 
Briilimuis mean b\ tins allegoi\, th.it at tin* turn* ot the lenoNatioii 
ot tile world, the wisdom and design.' ol Coil will .ipiMMi as in 
then inlaiK*}, Hninha floating on .i leal .show*', the nist,ihiht\ •>! 

M thiugs.it that IK nod , Ills toe whuhlo sucks, iinphe.» that Jiihinti 
- • ' ► AVisdoin siiltsist s of it'-elt , and tin |)«»s|t]on ui Bninh.rs hodi i> an 

einhlem ol fin enille>.s eiicle ol etennti. W'f si-f hini "oineinins 
cict'ping lorth liom a wiinliiig shell, to lipify the niiseait h.ilde 
wa^sin which ])nine Wi>.dom issue.s buth. Biiinh, or ihe l»i\i- 
intj, has a thousaiul iiauieti .— Ifou g JJxnUogUiu. 


‘A* 


I 


'.li' 







9 




Y 

A 


AUTHORITIPJS CONSULTED. 


•i" 


y 

i 





SIR WILLIAM .7 ONES. 

VON HAMMER.. 

OARCIN DE TA.♦.‘^V. 

GLADWIN. 

RICHARDSON-. 

\VILK1N.S, HITAPODE.-A, Ac. 

SAVARY. 

EIRKI’ATRICK. 

NEW nllfENTAL MI<('l LLAN'y. 

Jt El NAT I).'' MOM'MKN.s M U.-rLM.\NS. 

CH'ATRIMl'Jtr 

D(»\V> H INHUMAN. 

U 1 1 1 1 . N T A L ( ’< )LL!:c’r I ON S. 

A.-l ATJC MISCELl.AN'A'. 

NEW DITTO. 

DITTO JOrRNAL. 

ROsSS G VET STAN 

ATKlNSuX'S SH A H-N AMAH 

OCSEEl.Y > L^UIC PUETRA’ Ol' PERSIANS. 

FARRE DOI.lVE’r. 

PERSIAN A NTFH M.OgY. 

ANN. OF ORIENT. LIT. 

VIGNE, BUIINKS. 

\\ESTON ARABIC APHORISMS. 

&o, Ac. 




.T 


« 



> 

A 


» ' » 


‘i' 

r 

A 

.u 








INDEX. 


Pasre 

^ iNTRonUCTION . . . i 

^ Ornamental Composition . . xiii 

The Slpis . . . 1 

TiiEiK Tenets ..... 1 

The OiwEcr of iueik Devotion . . .3 

Their Sentiments in Veiise, by Hafiz . 4 

Ode, expressive of their Devotional Fbrvovr 7 
FAVoERirK Spbject.s op Eastern Poets . 10 

The most di.viingi ished Poets . .11 

Fekdusi ... . ' . 12 


■IV 

Y 

,3, 

A 


The Shmi Namah . . . 14 

Satire on King M\hmouo . . 18 

Anecdote of SrBE(TriGHiN . 21 

^ Anecdote of Prince Mahmoud .and iiis Father 22 
' " Alleged Origin of the Shah Na.mah . . 23 

i 

Death of Ferdpsi . . .27 

^ The Gardf.ns of the Daih.httrs of .\irasiab. 

. (From the Shah Namah) . 29 

Herof.> «*f FEUDu.*«rs Poem ... 32 

Jam.shm>’'J CorR'i>iiip .34 

Lf.GEND of the SlMORGH, OR .Vnca , 40 


A ♦ 

k 

T 

k 


lit' 



-4.4. 








mZ 

w 



•i" 

192 , .INDEX. 

•1* 

PiVpH • 


Poets bkpokk FKttiiUsi 

The Regrets op p-iKHARi. By Roduki 

42 

Y 

4:) ^ 

I 

Kssida of Tus ..... 

44 t . 


His Poem op Day and Nioht 

4(i 


Unsdri ...... 

oO « ' 


His First Meeting with F^^rdusi 




Tooray . . 

. y .] 


His Eulogy on Kashmkku 

.u 


Moasi, Kino op Poets 

.'jK 


His Readiness at Extemporizing 

. r,[) 


His Mystical Odes .... 

.39 


r..AKANi ..... 

. (>;v 

* # 

rfis Delight in Soliti dp 

i):i 

y 

His Adventure with his Patron 

. 63 

T 

His Gazbl, or Amatory Poem 

64 

J- 

i 

Omar Khiam. tub Voltairl or Persia 

6li 

k 

Ills Propkssio.n of FAini. in Vi.rnk. 

6 7 

r 

His Poems ..... 

1)0 

• « 

Ills Ridicule of Predestin at ion 

73 


Azz’ Eddin Eimocvdfssi 

77 


His Pofm o.n Flowers and Biur» . 

77 


N1ZA.M1 ..... 

. N3 


Hts principal Works 

83 


The Loves of Khoshu and Shirkt x 

. 83 



"( 


LkOEND CONI’BR.VING FeRIIAD 

84 ^ 

‘i' 

Sadi . ..... 

. 03 

T 

His Opinion of Wome.n 


T 

\ 

The RoSTAN and (iULISTAN 

06 

k 

Attar ...... 

161 ^ 

f 

The Way to Paradise, from Perid Nam\ii 

101 

t ’ t 





. ^ ^ 

4 -‘ 

>-v^ -< -.f. -< ^ 

«» • 





%-- ^ V — -)► .-< - 

• 


h 




f 

INDB^* 

193 

% i^a 



Page 

Y 

The Moolah op Rum 

104 

y 


Uis Ode, The Faikes^ Land 

106 


!» 

Hafiz, the Persian ^acrbon . 

107 

A 


Curious Dispute at ms Death 

109 

1 


His Tomb visited BH^PiLORiMa . 

109 



The Kasidah and J^z'el 

110 

n 


Tiir Women op Shiraz . . . . 

118 



The Green Old Mav 

119 



Jami ....... 

P21 



Poem or Yrssur \.\d Zn eika 

123 



I’roeu'sIon \t I]v«‘TERn Marriaof> 

134 

h 


Hi\i’TY OF Yu^str 

l3o 



Hvriii 

, 143 


PoKM oi Mfinun \si> Leilk 

144 



SiririK Ffizi . . . . . 

133 



Ills Lin ..... 

134 



1 nr Mah mukit . . . . 

1 33 

• « 


SioRv or Kii \.T v-Aiass and Mfiik-ei-XisvSa.r 

13G 

4tt 


Pol M OI Till l>LSrUT-BoRN 

, 162 



Nolls 

181 



Al lllOlUnV'' CoNsI 1 IFD . . . . 

. 189 



i. 

y 

jt 

+ I 

X,, ^ 4- >. ♦■-f 




